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the central and southern Plains, 
improving prospects for winter wheat 
establishment. The season's first 
freeze occurred in the Red River 
Valley and surrounding areas on 
October 1 and 2, several days later 
than normal. Farther west, cool 
weather prevailed in California, 
where weekly temperatures were as 
much as 10°F below normal. In 
contrast, warm weather across the 
South resulted in departures ranging 
from +5 to +12°F. 


Early in the week, very warm weather 
continued across the LEastern, 
Central, and Southern States. 
During the last 7 days of September, 
more than 150 daily-record highs 
were established in these areas. On 
Sunday, highs soared into the 90's°F 
as far north as Philadelphia, PA 
(91°F) and Springfield, IL (91°F). 
Highs reached 98°F in Houston, TX 
(on Monday) and Liberal, KS (on 
Tuesday). On Wednesday, a high of 
96°F in Little Rock, AR marked their 
110th day of 90-degree heat this year, 
second only to 115 such days in 1954. 


After passing near Key West, FL on 
September 25, Hurricane Georges 
approached the central Gulf Coast. 
(For a short period on September 25- 
26, there were four hurricanes-- 
Georges, along with Ivan, Jeanne, and 
Karl in the eastern Atlantic Ocean-- 
simultaneously in the Atlantic Basin 
for the first time since August 1893.) 
An approaching cold front helped to 
steer the hurricane on a more 
northward course before landfall, and 
to turn the storm's remnants eastward 
across northernmost Florida. In 
southern Alabama and extreme 
western Florida, storm surges ranged 
from 5 to 12 feet, breaching Dauphin 
Island, AL and several other barrier 
islands. Major flooding occurred in 
most basins across western Florida 
and southern Alabama, including the 
Perdido, Escambia, Blackwater, and 
Yellow Rivers. Storm-total rainfall 


Extreme Maximum Temperature (°F) 





CUMATE PREDICTION CENTER. NOAA 
Compater generated isotherms 
Based on pretrrinary date 








approached 30 inches in a few locations, including Bay Minette, AL (29.66 inches), 
Gulf Breeze, FL (26.87 inches), and Eglin AFB, near Valparaiso, FL (24.24 inches). 


At midweek, sharply cooler air overspread much of the Nation. On Thursday, lingering 
heat across the South resulted in an October-record high of 94°F in New Orleans, LA. 
Farther north, a hard freeze on October 2 produced lows of 20°F in both Grand Forks, 
ND and Hayward, WI. Meanwhile, Virginia's Dulles Airport notched a daily-record 
low of 32°F. Near the boundary of contrasting air masses, frequent showers and 
thunderstorms occurred across the central and southern Plains. Weekly rainfall totaled 
generally 1 to 4 inches across most of Kansas, Oklahoma, southeastern Colorado, and 
northern Texas, with locally higher totals near the Kansas-Oklahoma border. Late- 
week highs struggled to only 47°F in Dubuque, IA on Friday, and 48°F a day later in 
North Platte, NE. Snowfall blanketed higher elevations of the West, including a 3-inch 
depth by Sunday morning (October 4) in Telluride, CO. 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending October 3, 1998 
Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center (301-763-8000 EXT. 7503) and the Southern Regional Climate Center 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending October 3, 1998 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending October 3, 1998 
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September 28 - October 4, 1998 








HIGHLIGHTS 


Crops continued to rapidly mature across most of the 
southern United States, as parts of the southern Plains, 
lower Mississippi Valley, and Southeast experienced 
record-high temperatures. The harvest pace gained 
momentum in the Corn Belt and Great Plains due to dry 
weather. Heavy rains from Hurricane Georges 
damaged crops and halted fieldwork along the eastern 


Gulf coast. Late-week rains also halted fieldwork in the 
central Great Plains, but the moisture aided 
germination and growth of winter wheat. Temperatures 
were unseasonably cool in the Southwest, but crops 
continued to quickly mature. Below-normal 
temperatures siowed crop development across the 
northern Great Plains and western Great Lakes region. 





Corn: Ninety-five percent of the Nation’s corn has 
reached maturity and 31 percent has been harvested, more 
than 1 week ahead of normal for both categories. Normally 
by this date, 80 percent would be mature and 16 percent 
would be harvested. Cooler weather slowed crop 
maturation across the northern Corn Belt and adjacent 
areas of the Great Plains. However, the crop continued to 
rapidly develop in the eastern Corn Belt and central High 
Plains. Scattered late-week rains interfered with harvest 
progress in the western Corn Belt, but caused little or no 
delays in the eastern Corn Belt. Farmers made good 
harvest progress in the central Great Plains before heavy 
rains halted combines in most of Kansas and Oklahoma. 


Soybeans: Eighty-eight percent of the Nation’s soybeans 
were dropping leaves, compared with the previous week’s 
80 percent and the average rate of 79 percent. The crop 
continued to rapidly progress in the Mississippi Delta 
region and, to a lesser extent, across the Southeast. Cooler 
weather contributed to slower progress across most of the 
Corn Belt, but most fields were approaching maturity 
anyway. Harvest progress advanced 21 percentage points, 
to 41 percent, nearly 1 week ahead of the 5-year average 
for this date. Dry weather for most of the week aided 
harvest efforts across the Corn Belt, especially in Ohio and 
Minnesota. Growers in the Southeast were just beginning 
to harvest their soybeans. 


Cotton: Fields with bolls opening reached 87 percent, 1 
week ahead of normal. Development slowed in the 
southern Plains and Southeast, where progress was nearly 
complete. In California, development rapidly advanced in 
spite of below-normal temperatures. Nationally, 34 percent 
has been harvested, compared with 23 percent normally 
harvested by this date. Harvesting accelerated early in the 
week, but was halted along the eastern Gulf coast when 
Hurricane Georges came ashore. Farmers in the lower 
Mississippi Valley, unhindered by Georges’ heavy rains, 


made excellent progress, especially in Louisiana, where 
growers harvested nearly half of their cotton. Heavy rain 
and severe flooding damaged cotton fields along the eastern 
Gulf coast. 


Winter Wheat: Seeding advanced 14 percentage points, 
to 47 percent, but remained behind average as late-week 
rains slowed momentum. Most farmers welcomed the rain 
in spite of the planting delays, as moisture was needed to 
germinate seeds. Emergence reached 25 percent, up from 
15 percent the previous week, but below the 29 percent 
average. 


Rice: Harvest progressed to 80 percent complete, 
compared with the normal pace of 75 percent. Harvest 
activity continued at a steady rate in the Delta rice- 
producing areas. In California, the pace accelerated but 
remained well behind normal. 


Sorghum: Eighty-five percent of the crop has matured, 
compared with 76 percent a week ago and 72 percent 
normally mature by this date. Warm weather aided 
development in the Great Plains and southern Corn Belt. 
Harvest accelerated, advancing 7 percentage points, to 41 
percent, less than 1 week ahead of the 5-year average. 
Harvest activity slowed in most areas of the Delta States 
and accelerated in the central and northern Great Plains. 
Crop development and harvest progress fell behind normal 
in the southern Plains. 


Peanuts: Harvesting advanced 7 percentage points, to 28 
percent, well behind the 39 percent normal pace. Progress 
fell further behind normal in the major peanut-producing 
States in the Southeast due to heavy rains and flooding 
from Hurricane Georges. Harvest was active in the middle 
Atlantic Coast States, allowing progress to remain near 
normal. In the southern Plains, the harvest pace was slow, 
but remained nearly a week ahead of the 5-year average. 
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Crop Progress and Condition 
Week Ending October 4, 1998 
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Crop Progress and Condition 
Week Ending October 4, 1998 
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Oct4 Prev Prev 5Yr Oct4 Prev. Prev &Y¥r — 


1998 Week Year 1996: Week = Year 


These 12 States planted 99% of 
last 


Prev Yr 9 32 47 10 
Sorghum Percent Harvested 
These 17 States planted 90% of 
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Corn Percent Harvested 





Oct4 Prev Prev 5-Yr 

1998 Week Year Avg 
co 13 6 9 9 
GA 96 95 94 93 
IL 33 22 12 15 
IN 19 14 12 
IA 19 13 9 
KS 66 53 39 
KY 69 59 44 


MI 23 11 7 Prev Yr 7 17 43 30 
MN 29 18 7 These 12 States planted 99% of 

MO 52 42 36 last 

NE 31 21 10 VP - Very Poor 

NC 90 75 73 P - Poor 

OH 15 9 7 Peanuts Percent Harvested F - Fair 


PA 18 7 1 
SD 23. «14 6 poo Prev idol chi G - Good 

T™ 88 84 84 EX - Excellent 
wi 17.10 7 


ALL 31 22 14 16 
These 17 States planted 90% of 
last year's corn acreage. 
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State Agricultural Summaries 





These summaries, issued weekly through the summer growing season, provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a national scale. 
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 
Weather Service. The crop weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS Home Page on the World Wide Web at 


http://www.usda. gov/nass/ or from JAWF at http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/jawf. 


ALABAMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.2. Topsoil moisture 21% very 
short, 18% short, 21% adequate, 40% surplus. Hurricane Georges brought 
needed moisture to some areas, delayed harvest of peanuts, cotton. 
Defoliated cotton was hit hard in the southern part of State. Pecan producers 
in Baldwin, Mobile Counties saw significant damage to their crop. Pastures 
received a boost, which helped prospects for winter grazing. Corn harvested 
96%, 90% 1997, 83% avg. Cotton bolis opened 90%, 70% 1997, 79% avg. 
Cotton harvested 42%, 8% 1997, 18% avg. Soybeans dropping leaves 71%, 
66% 1997, 54% avg. Soybeans harvested 16%,7% 1997, 7% avg. Peanuts 
dug 38%, 82% 1997, 68% avg.; combined 27%, 73% 1997, 58% avg. 
Cotton 15% very poor, 18% poor, 46% fair, 20% good, 1% excellent. 
Soybean 16% very poor, 45% poor, 32% fair, 6% good, 1% excellent. 
Peanut 6% very poor, 25% poor, 44% fair, 24% good, 1% excellent. 
Livestock 9% very poor, 15%, poor, 53% fair, 21% good, 2% excellent. 
Pasture feed 9% very poor, 22% poor, 42% fair, 26% good, 1% excellent. 





ALASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Topsoil moisture 100% 
adequate. Subsoil moisture 20% short, 75% adequate, 5% surplus. Cool, 
dry, sunny conditions returned to the State's agricultural areas, which allowed 
the fall harvests to advance rapidly. Daytime high temperatures ranged form 
the mid 40's degree F to the mid 50's. Lows in the single digits reported 
during the week in the Kenny Lake and Sawmill Creek areas. Barley crop 
95% harvested. Oats crop 75% harvested. Commercial potato crop 95% 
harvested. Other vegetable harvests winding down. Second-crop hay, 70% 
harvested. Winds, dry conditions allowed the harvest to advance in the 
Matanuska Valley. Straw supplies 25% short, 75% adequate. (Last report 
for the year.) 





ARIZONA: As of October 4, cotton bolls opening was 95%, 100% 1997, 
100% avg. Cotton harvested 13%, 29% 1997, 23% avg. Cotton condition 
improved a little from the previous week. Condition was reported as 3% very 
poor, 15% poor, 45% fair, 27% good, 10% excellent. Alfalfa harvest activity 
was reported as 16% not being harvested, 3% light, 35% moderate, 40% 
active, 6% finished. Alfalfa condition improved, 3% poor, 20% fair, 67% 
good, and 10% excellent. Range, pasture feed 4% very poor, 9% poor, 22% 
fair, 51% good, 14% excellent. Last-week central area growers harvested 
cantaloupes, green onions, honeydews, watermelons, while eastern 
producers shipped gold, red delicious apples, chili peppers, a light volume 
of head lettuce, pumpkins. Western citrus groves harvested lemons. 





ARKANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Soil moisture 7% very short, 
45% short, 48% adequate. Dry, warmer-than-normal week ended with rain 
late 2nd, 3rd moming. Heaviest rain amounts occurred in the western portion 
of the State. In central, eastern areas, rainfall for the week was generally 
below normal. Main farming activities included spraying armyworms in 
pastures, harvesting rice, soybeans, cotton. Other farm activities included 
planting wheat, defoliating cotton, harvesting hay, completing the sorghum, 
corn harvest. Crop development continued ahead of the 5- year average in 
most categories due to hot, dry conditions that prevailed during the crop’s 
earlier development stages. In addition, crop development had progressed 
nearly a week ahead of last year’s crop in most categories. Some cattle 
producers were forced to feed hay to their herds due to armyworm 
infestation, which has caused pasture losses. Producers continued to wean 
calves, cull cows from their herds. Cattle, also treated for flies, reported in 
fair condition statewide. Alfalfa 8% very poor, 30% poor, 44% fair, 18% 
good. Other hay 9% very poor, 26% poor, 45% fair, 20% good. Range, 
pasture feed 10% very poor, 32% poor, 41% fair, 17% good. 





CALIFORNIA: Field activities progressed normally in most areas. The rain 
showers of the previous weekend in central and northern counties had little 
impact on current crop activities. Ground preparation for fall-seeded small 
grains, forage crops was ongoing. Cotton defoliation was slowly gearing up 
in the San Joaquin Valley, although many fields stili had unopen bolls. Some 
growers were treating late developing cotton fields for aphids. Desert area 





cotton harvest continued. Black eye, pink beans were harvested in the San 
Joaquin Valley. Lima, kidney beans were cut and windrowed for drying. 
Safflower harvest was active in the Sacramento Valley. Sugar beets 
harvested in the San Joaquin, imperial Valleys. Seed alfalfa harvest was 
nearing completion. Alfalfa crop residue was immediately burned or 
incorporated. Rice harvest was slowly gaining momentum in the Sacramento 
Valley, as it was just getting underway in the San Joaquin Valley. Corn was 
harvested for grain or silage. Some corn fields in Glenn County were lodging 
badly due to high winds. Alfalfa hay fields were sprayed for worms. Alfalfa 
and sudan grass were cut for hay or green chopped. San Joaquin Valley 
grapes were harvested for fresh consumption.. Flame seedless, red globe, 
and ruby seediess were the major varieties moving. Thompson seedless 
variety grapes were picked for fresh, raisin, wine uses. Almost all of the 
raisin crop has been harvested, with about 40% on open trays, 27% rolled, 
one-third picked up. Harvest of grapes for wine was also active, growers 
were plagued by bunch rot. Late-variety stone fruit picking was winding 
down. Royal gala, Fuji, granny Smith, red delicious apple picking was active. 
Dried figs were picked up. Olive harvest began. Bartlett pear harvest was 
active in Lake, Mendocino Counties. Asian pear picking, pomegranate 
picking were also active in the San Joaquin Valley. Prune harvest continued; 
growers had fruit quality concerns. Almond, pistachio, walnut harvestings 
increased in intensity. Valencia orange harvest continued at a slow pace. 
New-crop navel oranges were maturing, with small sized fruit. Lemon and 
grapefruit picking continued. Fall season strawberry picking was active. 
Harvest of potatoes, bell peppers, pumpkins, cucumbers, fresh, processing 
tomatoes continued. Cantaloupe, honeydew, watermelon harvests were 
starting to decline. Sweet corn harvest was winding down. Lettuce was 
being harvested in the central coast area. Additional vegetable crops 
harvested included fresh, processing onions, eggplant, bell peppers, green 
beans, cucumbers, squash, radishes, sweet potatoes, bitter melon (fruit and 
leaves) and beets. Fall lettuce, cabbage, broccoli crops were growing well, 
some fields were treated for worms. Broccoli, cauliflower were growing well 
with the cooler weather in Tulare County. Spinach was being planted for 
early spring harvest. Fall cucumber picking was steady, weather was 
affecting fruit size. Garlic, carrot, onion, potato, broccoli, cauliflower, lettuce 
fields continued to be planted in central and southern areas of the State. 
California’s pastures and rangeland were in need of water. Dry feed, stock 
water supplies on winter pastures were adequate in most areas. A few early 
shipments of cattle were moved down from high-elevation pastures. 
Livestock were in generally good condition, with fall calving well underway in 
central and northern California. Beekeepers were doing maintenance on 
hives, equipment; some were securing contracts for next year’s almond 
bloom. 





COLORADO: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.6. Topsoil moisture 7% very 
short, 27% short, 63% adequate, 3% surplus. Subsoil moisture 11% very 
short, 22% short, 65% adequate 2% surplus. Seasonal late-summer and fall 
weather prevailed during the week, with daytime temperatures in the 60's 
degrees F or higher. Some much-needed rain for the winter wheat crop was 
received over portions of the eastern plains. Dry onions 87% harvested, 93% 
1997, 88% avg. Sugar beets 10% harvested, 9% 1997, 8% avg.; 1% very 
poor, 3% poor, 9% fair, 74% good, 13% excellent. Summer potatoes 94% 
harvested, 87% 1997, 89% avg. Fall potatoes 67% harvested, 81% 1997, 
65% avg.; 2% poor, 7% fair, 38% good, 53% excellent. Dry beans 96% cut, 
86% 1997, 87% avg.; 87% threshed, 76% 1997, 75% avg. Alfalfa 90% 3rd 
Cutting, 90% 1997, 80% avg.; 15% 4th cutting, 34% 1997, 22% avg.; 1% 
very poor, 4% poor, 24% fair, 54% good, 17% excellent. Spring wheat 99% 
harvested, 94% 1997, 95% avg. Pasture, range feed in mostly fair to good 
condition. 





DELAWARE: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil moisture 10% very 
short, 65% short, 25% adequate. Subsoil moisture 15% very short, 65% 
short, 20% adequate. Barley 20% planted, 30% 1997, 25% avg. Wheat 5% 
planted, 3% 1997, 2% avg. Soybeans 65% turned, 60% 1997, 63% avg.; 
35% shedding leaves, 39% 1997, 42% avg.; 5% harvested, 3% 1997, 4% 
avg.; 16% poor, 50% fair, 24% good, 10% excellent. Field corn 90% mature, 
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76% 1997, 88% avg.; 55% combined, 33% 1997, 48% avg.; 6% very poor, 
34% poor, 34% fair, 26% good. Silage 100% harvested, 83% 1997, 92% 
avg. Apples 90% harvested, 88% 1997, 80% avg. Sorghum 80% turning 
color, 74% 1997, 76% avg.; 55% mature, 34% 1997, 49% avg.; 15% 
harvested, 5% 1997, 6% avg; 10% poor, 20% fair, 50% good, 20% excellent 
condition. Lima beans 81% harvested, 90% 1997, 88% avg. Alfalfa hay 
81% 4th cutting, 73% 1997, 75% avg. Other hay 43% 4th cutting, 71% 
1997, 35% avg. Hay supplies 40% short, 60% adequate. Pasture feed 40% 
poor, 35% fair, 25% good. Activities: Planting of barley continued in its 
second week, wheat planting started, continued harvesting of corn, sorghum; 
soybean harvest is off and running. 





FLORIDA: Topsoil moisture adequate, surplus. Haying delayed by rain. 
Hurricane Georges left flooding problems Panhandle, northern Peninsula. 
Pensacola felt brunt of Tropical Storm Georges as it passed over during first 
part of week, with rain totaling almost 15 in. Tallahassee reported over 6 in., 
while Jacksonville recorded about 3 in. Most other Peninsula areas received 
an inch or less rain for the week. The Palmetto-Ruskin area received from 
about an inch to an inch and a half for week, while Dade County reported little 
over an inch. Temperatures averaged 70's degrees Fover Panhandle and 
Big Bend area, while rest of Peninsula averaged 80's degrees F. 
Temperatures at maior stations ranged 3 to 5 degrees above normal. Twenty 
plus in. rain western Panhandle. Early prediction is for heavy loss of cotton, 
soybeans in western Panhandle. In eastern Panhandle, northern Peninsula 
rains, winds less, but loss could be high if fields do not dry out soon. 
Tobacco marketing active. Fall armyworms serious pest in hay fields, 
pastures. Cotton, peanut, soybean harvest delayed by rain. No major 
damage sugarcane area. Sugarcane planting active. Twenty-six percent 
peanut acreage for nuts harvested. Peanut poor 2%, fair 43%, good 55%. 
Sunny weather, scattered showers allowed vegetables to recover from 
hurricane wind, rain damage. Vegetable fieldwork progressing schedule. 
Scattered showers, high humidity with 90-degree F temperatures was the 
rule this week, citrus areas. Caretakers still drying out groves from Hurricane 
Georges. New crop fruit sizing well, some splitting early fruit from excessive 
moisture. Harvest, packing early fruit continues to increase. Caretakers 
cutting cover crops, fertilizing, spraying, herbiciding. Some resetting 
following pushing dead trees. Pasture feed fair 30%, good 65%, excellent 
5%. Condition of cattle fair 20%, good 75%, excellent 5%. Central area 
pastures greened-up. Armyworms still problem in some pastures. 
Panhandle, west-central pastures quite wet from rains of Hurricane Georges. 
Statewide, condition of cattle, calves mostly fair to good. 





GEORGIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.6. Soil moisture 6% very short, 
15% short, 44% adequate, 35% surplus. Corn 96% harvested for grain, 94% 
1997, 938% avg. Cotton 12% very poor, 25% poor, 36% fair, 23% good, 4% 
excellent; 85% bolis open, 76% 1997, 83% avg.; 18% harvested, 9% 1997, 
18% avg. Hay 11% very poor, 24% poor, 39% fair, 24% good, 2% excellent. 
Peanuts 6% very poor, 15% poor, 37% fair, 34% good, 8% excellent; 48% 
dug, 79% 1997, 74% avg.; 32% threshed, 63% 1997, 56% avg. Rye 21% 
planted, 17% 1997, 20% avg. Sorghum 66% harvested for grain, 43% 1997, 
55% avg. Soybeans 22% very poor, 24% poor, 38% fair, 15% good, 1% 
excellent; 50% dropping leaves, 74% 1997, 61% avg.; 4% harvested, 6% 
1997, 4% avg. Wheat 1% planted, 1% 1997, 3% avg.; 0% emerged, 0% 
1997, 1% avg. Other small grains 11% planted, 7% 1997, 11% avg. Apples 
2% very poor, 16% poor, 34% fair, 48% good; 69% harvested, 70% 1997, 
76% avg. Pecans 17% very poor, 24% poor, 34% fair, 22% good, 3% 
excellent; 2% harvested, 3% 1997, 2% avg. Pasture feed 11% very poor, 
17% poor, 40% fair, 27% good, 5% excellent. Rain over most of the State 
limited most fieldwork. Southeastern soil moisture levels were highest in the 
State. Harvesting peanuts and cotton delayed. Most cotton defoliation 
stopped. Armyworms still causing damage to pastures, hayfields. 
Overseeding pastures, hayfields with small grains. Preparing fields for small 
grain planting. Remnants of Hurricane Georges caused considerable 
damage to pecan trees in the southwestern part of the State. Other activities 
included preparing for small grain planting, cutting and baling hay, routine 
care of livestock. 





HAWAII: Weather conditions generally favored agriculture. Sunny, warm 
in most areas. Irrigation ensured normal crop progress. Windwards areas 
received beneficial mixture of showers and sunshine. Days remain warm, 
nights cooler. Gusty trade winds late in week hampered some types of 
irrigation, spraying. Banana production steady. Spraying intensified due to 
showery weather in major producing areas. Papaya varies by locale; steady 





to seasonally light. Head, Chinese cabbage harvesting steady. Cooler 
conditions helping crop. Harvesting of other vegetables at seasonally light 
levels. 





IDAHO: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Topsoil moisture 1% surplus, 60% 
adequate, 39% short. Temperatures remain above normal for this time of the 
year. Alfalfa hay third cutting 92%, 1997 82%, avg. 82%. Irrigation supply 
29% excellent, 60% good, 8% fair, poor 3%. Dry beans harvested 85%, 
1997 87%, avg. 83%. Onions harvested 57%, 1997 79%, avg. 77%. Hops 
harvested 95%, 1997 100%, avg. 99%. Peaches harvested 92%, 1997 99%, 
avg. 98%. Prunes, plums harvested 69%, 1997 99%, avg. 97%. Apples 
harvested 23%, 1997 30%, avg. 36%. Potato vines dead/killed 96%, 1997 
97%, avg. 98%; harvested 35%, 1997 43%, avg. 43%. Sweet corn harvested 
96%, 1997 98%, avg. 97%. Corn harvested for silage 59%, 1997 74%, avg. 
68%. Corn harvested for grain 5%, 1997 8%, avg. 5%. Sugar beets 
harvested 13%, 1997 13%, avg. 14%. Activities: Working the seedbed, 
planting winter wheat, harvesting fall crops, moving livestock off of summer 
range. 





ILLINOIS: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.6. Topsoil moisture 8% very short, 
30% short, 61% adequate, 1% surplus. Last week, farmers continued to 
harvest their corn and soybean crops between rain showers. Soybean 
harvest jumped ahead of the corn harvest. Statewide, corn harvest remains 
ahead of recent years. Activities for last week included planting wheat, fall 
tillage and applying fertilizer. Soybeans turning yellow 95%, 97% 1997, 95% 
avg. Sorghum coloring 92%, 95% 1997, 92% avg 





INDIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil moisture 30% very 
short, 53% short, 16% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil moisture 22% very 
short, 57% short, 21% adequate. Soybean harvest advanced rapidly, corn 
harvest made modest progress last week. Farmers took full advantage of dry 
conditions until cool, damp weather arrived over the weekend. Harvest 
actMities halting across much of the State. Tobacco harvest 88% complete, 
73% 1997, 90% avg. Range, pasture feed 12% very poor, 30% poor, 42% 
fair, 14% good, 2% excellent. Activities: Harvesting corn, soybeans, seeding 
winter wheat, harvesting tobacco, caring for livestock. 





IOWA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Topsoil moisture very short 8%, 
short 27%, adequate 58%, surplus 7%. Subsoil moisture very short 10%, 
short 23%, adequate 64%, surplus 3%. Harvest was in full swing, with 
soybean harvest now over half complete. Corn acreage mature 99%, 94% 
1997, 84% avg.; harvested 19%, 7% 1997, 9% avg. Moisture content of 
harvested field corn averaged 19%. Soybeans leaves dropping 98%, 96% 
1997, 87% avg.; harvested 51%, 49% 1997, 29% avg. Soybeans lodging 
60% none, 28% light, 11% moderate, 1% heavy; shattering 53% none, 35% 
light, 11% moderate, 1% heavy. Winter wheat planted 49%, 43% 1997, 40% 
avg. Third-crop alfalfa harvested 96% , 95% 1997, 96% avg. Livestock good 
condition. Pasture feed lower at 10% very poor, 14% poor, 33% fair, 34% 
good, 9% excellent. 





KANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.0. Topsoil moisture 1% very short, 
14% short, 49% adequate, 36% surplus. Subsoil moisture 1% very short, 
17% short, 68% adequate, 14% surplus. Rains fall across the State late in 
the week, with heaviest amounts in the east. Fall fieldwork advanced early 
in the week as fall harvest continues ahead of normal. Wheat 1% very poor, 
10% poor, 33% fair, 51% good, 5% excellent. Sorghum 1% very poor, 6% 
poor, 27% fair, 53% good, 13% excellent. Soybean 2% very poor, 11% poor, 
32% fair, 45% good, and 10% excellent. Sunflowers mature 84%, 81% 
1997; harvested 37%, 23% 1997. Sunflowers 1% very poor, 3% poor, 29% 
fair, 59% good, 8% excellent. Major field activities were seeding, harvesting 
grain, harvesting silage. Pasture feed 1% very poor, 12% poor, 36% fair, 
45% good, 6% excellent. Stock water supplies 1% very short, 8% short, 79% 
adequate, 12% surplus. Supplemental feeding of cattle has started in the 
southwest, calves are being weaned in the east. Cattle are being moved off 
pastures to feediots, row crop stubble. 





KENTUCKY: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Topsoil moisture 63% very 
short, 29% short, 8% adequate. Subsoil moisture 55% very short, 38% 
short, 7% adequate. For week, above-normal temperatures Statewide, 
rainfall 0.11 inches above normal. Getting tobacco planted early was the key 
to a good crop this year. Tobacco remaining in the field through this week is 
very small due to excessive dryness over the last 6 weeks. Burley tobacco 
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Cut 95%, 80% 1997, 92% avg. Dark tobacco cut 95%, 86% 1997, 94% avg. 
Condition of housed tobacco was reported as 4% very poor, 12% poor, 33% 
fair, 39% good, 12% excellent. Sixty-nine percent burley not ready for 
stripping, 27% ready for stripping, 4% was stripped. Pastures feed 27% very 
poor, 34% poor, 27% fair, 11% good, 1% excellent. 





LOUISIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Soil moisture 2% very short, 
23% short, 67% adequate, 8% surplus. Cotton harvest is moving at a rapid 
pace. Insect pressure is light to moderate. Hay 84% final cutting, 99% 
1997, 92% avg. Soybeans 22% very poor, 31% poor, 32% fair, 13% good, 
2% excellent; 95% turning color, 95% 1997, 90% avg. Soybean harvest 
continued with many pods being lost due to sprouting in the pods. 
Sugarcane 5% very poor, 12% poor, 24% fair, 42% good, 17% excellent; 
83% planted, 98% 1997, 91% avg., 0% harvested, 4% 1997, 2% avg. Sweet 
potatoes 4% very poor, 21% poor, 45% fair, 30% good; 51% harvested, 50% 
1997, 56% avg. Wheat 18% planted, 18% 1997, 7% avg. Livestock 3% 
very poor, 11% poor, 44% fair, 37% good, 5% excellent. Vegetables 11% 
very poor, 19% poor, 44% fair, 26% good. Preparing ground for fall 
vegetables. Armyworms continued to be a problem for pastures. 





MARYLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil moisture 20% very 
short, 50% short, 30% adequate. Subsoil moisture 32% very short, 50% 
short, 18% adequate. Barley 33% planted, Rye 13% planted, wheat 10% 
planted. Field corn 4% very poor, 17% poor, 34% fair, 40% good, 5% 
excellent; 91% mature, 88% 1997, 90% avg.; 52% combined, 22% 1997, 
41% avg.; 90% harvested for silage, 84% 1997, 82% avg. Soybeans 10% 
very poor, 35% poor, 35% fair, 15% good, 5% excellent; 77% turned, 65% 
1997, 76% avg.; 46% shedding leaves, 45% 1997, 50% avg. Sorghum 49% 
poor, 50% fair, 1% good; 80% turned, 94% 1997, 87% avg.; 40% mature, 
56% 1997, 67% avg; 20% harvested, 13% 1997, 18% avg. Pasture feed 
16% very poor, 24% poor, 32% fair, 27% good, 1% excellent. Apples 60% 
harvested, 72% 1997, 60% avg. Other hay 4th cutting 75% harvested, 68% 
1997, 51% avg. Alfalfa hay 85% 4th cutting, 78% 1997, 82% avg.; 20% Sth 
cutting, 6% 1997, 12% avg. Hay supplies 5% very short, 13% short, 63% 
adequate, 19% surplus. Activities: Small grain planting started up for most 
farmers, continued harvesting of grain corn, silage. 





MICHIGAN: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil moisture 29% very 
short, 40% short, 31% adequate. Subsoil moisture 37% very short, 40% 
short, 23% adequate. Hay 3rd cutting 97%, 91% 1997, 85% avg.; 4th cutting 
46%, 39% 1997, 32% avg. Silage harvested 93%, 49% 1997, 60% avg. 
Soybeans mature 85%, 23% 1997, 46% avg. Light rain fell across the State 
2nd, 3rd. Only northern fourth of Lower Peninsula received more than 1 inch 
of rain. Most of week was very favorable for the harvest of field crops. Corn 
harvest picked up in the north as fields matured. Many farmers in Thumb will 
have finished corn, soybean harvest before they start sugar beet harvest, 
which is unusual. Some sugarbeet harvest began this past week, with full 
harvest to begin middie of month. Sugar beets can still put on tonnage 
during the next month with sufficient rainfall. Winter wheat planting 
continued although the soil in many areas still too dry to prepare and plant. 
If recent rains continue, more hay fields will produce a fourth cutting. 
Concord grape harvest continued, with good to excellent quality reported. 
Apple harvest continued. Size and quality have been better than expected, 
considering dry summer, although yields were average. Cranberry harvest 
continued. Fresh, processing pepper harvest continued. Pumpkins 
continued to ripen. Winter squash harvest started. Harvest of carrots, 
cucumbers, celery, broccoli continued. Onion harvest began in the west- 
central area, with excellent size, quality reported. 





MINNESOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7. Topsoil moisture 10% very 
short, 38% short, 51% adequate, 1% surplus. Soybeans 98% mature, 90% 
1997, 70% avg.; 11% moisture content, 11% 1997, 14% avg.; 31% stubble 
worked, 31% 1997, 12% avg. Potatoes 76% harvested, 74% 1997, 63% avg. 
Dry beans 93% harvested, 90% 1997, 74% avg. Flax 96% harvested, 62% 
1997, 73% avg. Sugar beets 36% harvested, 10% 1997, 20% avg. 
Sunflowers 22% harvested, 8% 1997, 20% avg. Corn 19% moisture content, 
25% 1997, 28% avg.; stubble worked 8%, 2% 1997, 2% avg. Pasture feed 
12% very poor, 25% poor, 35% fair, 25% good, 3% excellent. Advanced 
maturity of crops, continuing mostly dry conditions in the fields allowed rapid 
progress to be made on the harvest of soybeans, corn. Soils in many areas 
have become very dry, difficult to work, good soaking would be weicome 
before freeze-up. Intense local wind, hail storms caused pre-harvest losses 
of mature crops in the west-central through east-central districts. 








MISSISSIPPI: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Soil moisture 26% very 
short, 32% short, 36% adequate, 6% surplus. Corn 100% harvested, 95% 
1997, 89% avg. Cotton 59% harvested, 19% 1997, 34% avg.; 4% very poor, 
12% poor, 39% fair, 42% good, 3% excellent. Rice 100% mature, 97% 
1997, 96% avg.; 93% harvested, 81% 1997, 79% avg. Sorghum 100% 
harvested, 91% 1997, 90% avg, Soybeans 99% turning color, 89% 1997, 
88% avg.; 88% shedding leaves, 76% 1997, 70% avg.; 62% harvested, 45% 
1997, 32% avg.; 8% very poor, 14% poor, 40% fair, 35% good, 3% excellent. 
Sweet potatoes 45% harvested, 38% 1997, 58% avg.; 1% very poor, 4% 
poor, 41% fair, 39% good, 15% excellent. Wheat 25% planted, 9% 1997, 
10% avg.; 9% emerged, NA 1997, 1% avg.; 1% very poor, 6% poor, 12% fair, 
70% good, 11% excellent. Peanuts 24% harvested, 20% 1997, NA% avg.; 
39% fair, 53% good, 8% excellent. Cattle 2% very poor, 11% poor, 33% fair, 
45% good, 9% excellent. Pasture feed 6% very poor, 26% poor, 34% fair, 
32% good, 2% excellent. Activities: Hurricane Georges caused damage to 
crops, households in some southeastern counties. Soybeans harvested, 
winter wheat planted are ahead of 1997 and average. 





MISSOURI: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.3. Topsoil moisture 7% very 
short, 12% percent short, 55% adequate, 26% surplus. Most notable 
moisture shortages in southeast at 95% short to very short, followed by 
south central at 55% short to very short. Most notable excess moisture 
exists in west-central at 70% surplus, followed by northwest at 57% surplus. 
Rainfall was beneficial to newly seeded winter wheat, pasture growth, 
although weekend rains halted harvesting progress in most areas. Corn 
harvesting is the most advanced for this date since 1991. Southwest, 
southeast farmers have completed the corn harvest, while the northwest at 
34%, northeast at 25% complete are least advanced. Ripening of the bean 
crop is most advanced in northwest, north-central at 79%, 68% mature, 
respectively. Least advanced beans are in south central, southeast at 34%, 
47% mature, respectively. East-central leads the State at 30% beans 
harvested, followed by northeast 26% complete. Milo harvesting is most 
advanced for this date since 1991. Sorghum is most advanced in southwest 
at 88% harvested, followed by southeast at 79% complete. Winter wheat 
planting is most advanced in Bootheel at 20%, followed by north-central, 
southwest at 13% and northwest, northeast at 11% planted. Rainfall past 
week avg 2.00 in., varying from 0.50 in. or less in the east-central, south- 
central, southeast districts to over 3 in. in north-central, western: districts. 
September precipitation averaged 5.02 in., compared with the 30-year 
average of 4.22 in. Bootheel with 0.98 in. was the driest area for the month. 
Pasture feed 2% very poor, 10% poor, 34% fair, 46% good, 8% excellent. 





MONTANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Topsoil moisture 32% very 
short, 38% short, 29% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil moisture 40% very 
short, 31% short, 29% adequate. Conditions were seasonal, with temps in 
high 70's degrees F to low 80's, cooled off 2nd, 3rd when most of the State 
received some precipitation. Corn harvested for silage 93%, 88% 1997, 86% 
avg. Dry beans harvested 96%, 95% 1997, 88% avg. Sugar beets 
harvested 15%, 17% 1997, 16% avg. Potatoes harvested 27%, 32% 1997, 
32% avg. Second-cutting alfalfa 99%, 96% 1997, 96% avg. Range, pasture 
remains in mostly fair to poor condition. Weekend precipitation improved 
range conditions slightly, more moisture is needed to improve conditions. 
Ranchers have moved 43% of the cattle, 55% of the sheep off summer 
pastures compared with the 5-year average of 34% of the cattle, 40% of 
sheep moved off by this time. 





NEBRASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.6. Topsoil moisture 5% very 
short, 33% short, 61% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil moisture 8% very 
short, 39% short, 53% adequate. Corn 1% very poor, 2% poor, 16% fair, 
62% good, 19% excelient; irrigated corn 79% good or excellent; dryland corn 
84% good or excellent; mature 97%, ahead of 83% 1997, 84% avg.; 
harvested 31% , 2 weeks ahead of 10% 1997, 10% avg. Some producers 
done with harvest, others allowing grain to field dry further. Soybean 1% 
poor, 24% fair, 59% good, 16% excellent; dropping leaves 98%, 97% 1997, 
92% avg. Harvested 36%, 26% 1997, 28% avg. Sorghum 1% poor, 18% 
fair, 66% good, 15% excellent; mature 94%, 85% 1997, 73% avg.; harvested 
13%, 11% 1997, 9% avg. Dry beans harvested 82%, 85% 1997, 82% avg. 
Alfalfa 1% very poor, 8% poor, 33% fair, 50% good, 8% excellent; 4th cutting 
68%, 56% 1997, 60% avg. Wheat seeding 91%, 90% 1997, 88% avg. 
Wheat emergence 67%, 65% 1997, 60% avg. Stands spotty, with some 
replanting in the Panhandle. Moisture during the week should improve 
stands, aid germination in fields yet to be seeded. Pasture feed 3% very 
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poor, 13% poor, 36% fair, 45% good, 3% excellent. Producer activities; 
millet, sugar beet, grain, hay harvests, weaning calves, livestock care, 
requesting Load Deficiency Payments at FSA. 





NEVADA: | Third, 4th cuttings of alfalfa continued in northern valleys. 
Alfalfa seed harvest slowed neared completion. Seeding of new alfalfa fields 
continued. Grain harvest was completed and fields were being prepared for 
seeding of winter wheat, barley. Corn harvest continued. Mint distilling was 
ongoing in Orovada. Harvest of garlic was well along, planting of next year’s 
crop was underway. Onion harvest was well along. Potato harvest gained 
momentum. Pasture, range condition continued to rate mostly good. Cattle 
movement to fall pastures was underway. Main farm, ranch activities: 
Haying, alfalfa seed harvest, potato harvest, orion harvest, garlic harvest, 
planting winter grains, fall seeding of alfalfa, mint distilling, irrigating, cattle 
marketing. 





NEW ENGLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Topsoil moisture 3% 
very short, 17% short, 74% adequate, 6% surplus. Subsoil moisture 3% very 
short, 17% short, 74% adequate, 6% surplus. Pasture feed 1% very poor, 
14% poor, 25% fair, 45% good, 15% excellent. Maine potatoes 70% 
harvested, 60% 1997, 65% avg.; condition good. Massachusetts potatoes 
80% harvested, 85% 1997, 85% average; condition good. Rhode Island 
potatoes 85% harvested, 90% 1997, 85% avg.; condition good to fair. Oats 
in Maine 99% harvested, 85% 1997, 90% avg.; condition good to fair. Barley 
in Maine 100% harvested, 85% 1997; condition fair to good. Field corn 60% 
harvested, 45% 1997, 55% avg.; condition good. Sweet corn 99% harvested, 
99% 1997, 99% avg.; condition good to fair. First-cut hay 100% harvested, 
99% 1997, 99% avg.; condition fair. Second-cut hay 95% harvested, 85% 
1997, 90% avg.; condition good. Third-cut hay 70% harvested, 80% 1997, 
75% avg.; Condition good to excellent. Apples 75% harvested, 70% 1997, 
65% avg., size average; condition good. Pears 90% harvested, 75% 1997, 
85% avg., size average; Condition good to fair. Cranberries 20% harvested, 
25% 1997, 35% avg.; size average, condition good to excellent. Frost in 
northern parts of region. Field corn harvest in full swing. Major farm 
activities included: Harvesting apples, cranberries, pumpkins, corn silage, 
potatoes; spreading manure; disking down harvested fields; planting cover 
crops. 





NEW JERSEY: Days suitable for fieldwork 7. Farmers are irrigating crops, 
planting cover crops, spraying for disease, pests. Harvesting of fall items 
(spinach, cabbage, parsley, endive, escarole, Indian corn, beets, turnips, 
pumpkins) is increasing, while the harvesting of summer items is declining. 
Feed requirements are below average to average. Irrigation water supply is 
short to adequate. Moderate volume of beans, beets, cabbage, eggplant, 
endive, escarole, herbs, leeks, lettuce, peppers, spinach. Light supply of 
okra, parsley, pumpkins, Indian corn, cucumbers, tomatoes, turnips. Good, 
increasing volume of apples. Cranberries starting to be harvested in parts 
of Central areas. Harvesting of corn for silage continues with the harvesting 
of com for grain increasing. Soybeans are dropping their leaves with limited 
harvesting occurring. Pasture feed, range poor to good. 





NEW MEXICO: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Topsoil moisture improved 
to 18% very short, 48% short, 33% adequate, 1% surplus. Warm, wet 
weather covered most of the State last week. Wheat, onion producers were 
planting last week as hay, apple, corn, sorghum, chile, cotton harvests 
continued. Wheat planting neared completion, onion planting progressed to 
38% complete. With the 4th cutting of alfalfa completed, the Sth, 6th cuttings 
moved to 82%, 47% complete respectively; 6% poor, 39% fair, 40% good, 
15% excellent. Apples 66% picked, 74% 1997; 2% very poor, 2% poor, 22% 
fair, 71% good, 3% excellent. Corn harvest continued with 17% of the grain, 
85% of silage cut. Overall condition of corn 2% poor, 36% fair, 55% good, 
7% excellent; 85% mature, 87% 1997. Sorghum harvest was just getting 
underway along the east side of the State. Green chile harvest moved to 
85% complete, 91% 1997; red chile harvest was 5% complete, 8% 1997; 1% 
very poor, 4% poor, 23% fair, 60% good, 12% excellent. Cotton harvest was 
just getting started in southern areas of the State. Lettuce harvest was 
approaching, with the crop condition 12% fair, 53% good, 35% excellent. 
Pecans remained in good condition, with no reports of any major damage 
from weather, insects, or disease. Cattle, sheep remained in fair to good 
condition. 








NEW YORK: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.4. Soil moisture 6% very short, 
29% short, 62% adequate, 3% surplus. Pasture feed 16% poor, 25% fair, 
59% good. Corn 6% fair, 69% good, 25% excellent. Silage corn 77% 
harvested, 36% 1997, 45% avg. Grain corn 20% harvested, 4% 1997, 4% 
avg. Third cutting of alfalfa 87% complete, 88% 1997, 88% avg. Potato 
harvest gained momentum. Apple picking in high gear. Harvest near half- 
way mark. Growers salvaging fresh market apples in Lake Ontario region 
after severe wind, hail damage. Vegetable harvests winding down. 





NORTH CAROLINA: Day suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Soil moisture 18% 
very short, 50% short, 31% adequate, 1% surplus. First part of October 
brought unseasonably warm weather. These above-normal temperatures 
combined with below-normal precipitation allowed farmers to make good 
gains in field crop harvest. Corn, cotton harvests continue to be ahead of the 
5-year average. Moisture levels continue to be a concern throughout the 
State. Activities for the week included: Harvesting tobacco, corn, cotton, 
peanuts, sweet potatoes, sorghum; cutting hay; planting small grains, tending 
livestock. 





NORTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5. Topsoil moisture 3% very 
short, 21% short, 74% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil moisture 6% very 
short, 35% short, 57% adequate, 2% surplus. Producers made excellent 
progress on late-season crop harvest before rain hit during the weekend. A 
hard frost was reported for most of the State, which will accelerate the dry 
down process for corn, sunflowers. Late-season crop harvest continued at 
@ pace well ahead of the 5-year average. Corn for grain 97% ripe, 90% 1997, 
77% avg.; 35% harvested, 11% 1997, 6% avg. Corn for silage 90% 
chopped, 87% 1997, 79% avg. Dry edible beans 98% combined, 87% 1997, 
73% avg. Potatoes 85% dug, 81% 1997, 77% avg. Soybeans 68% 
harvested, 81% 1997, 47% avg. Sugar beets 39% lifted, 10% 1997, 22% 
avg. Sunflower 96% bracts turned brown, 90% 1997, 83% avg.; 17% 
harvested, 19% 1997, 8% avg. Sugar beet conditions remained relatively 
unchanged, while corn for grain, sunflower declined slightly from last week. 
Emerged crop condition: Corn for grain 2% very poor, 13% poor, 35% fair, 
44% good, 6% excellent; sugar beets 1% very poor, 6% poor, 16% fair, 52% 
good, 25% excellent; sunflower 1% very poor, 4% poor, 27% fair, 58% good, 
10% excellent. Livestock water 8% short, 89% adequate, 3% surplus. 





OHIO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. Topsoil moisture 21% very short, 
44% short, 34% adequate, 1% surplus. Corn mature 84%, 30% 1997, 57% 
avg.; harvested for silage 73%, 35% 1997, 62% avg.; harvested for grain 
15%, 1% 1997, 7% avg. Soybeans dropping leaves 97%, 86% 1997, 90% 
avg.; mature 85%, 43% 1997, 69% avg.; harvested 55%,17% 1997, 22% 
avg. Alfalfa hay 84% 4th cutting. Other hay 93% 3rd cutting, 72% 1997, 
82% avg. Tobacco 96% cut, 82% 1997. Fall, winter apples 65% harvested, 
34% 1997, 40% avg. Hay 3% very poor, 10% poor, 33% fair, 45% good, 9% 
excellent. Activities throughout the State include cutting, baling 4”, 5" cutting 
hay; combining soybeans; harvesting corn for silage, grain; tilling ground; 
sowing wheat; hauling, drying grain; spreading fertilizer, manure, lime; 
harvesting pumpkins, tomatoes, cabbage, winter squash, peppers; cutting 
firewood; vaccinating, weaning calves; pressing cider; installing tile; building 
ponds; cutting, hanging tobacco. Some reported weed pressures were 
ironweed; thistle; Johnson grass; ragweed; lambs quarter in new alfalfa 
seedings; goldenrod; foxtail, tumpetkeeper. Green weeds in soybean fields 
are hindering the harvest. Mosquitoes, flies, alfalfa web worms were reported 
insects. Reported diseases include apple scab, mildew on pumpkins; some 
moid in com, soybeans; blight, grey leaf spot in corn; leaf spot on tomatoes. 
Frost was reported for Friday, October 2, with a Pike County reporter 
mentioning that it may affect late-season crops. Pastures continue to 
deteriorate in the southern part of the State as many farmers are feeding hay 
to livestock. Livestock conditions are mostly good, but water sources have 
dried up for some producers in the south. 





OKLAHOMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Topsoil moisture 6% very 
short, 31% short, 56% adequate, 7% surplus. Subsoil 10% very short, 33% 
short, 56% adequate, 1% surplus. Thunderstorms slowed small grain 
seeding, row crop harvest. Wheat 83% seedbed prepared, 94% 1997, 94% 
avg. Oats 70% seedbed prepared, 89% 1997, 89% avg.; 21% planted, 23% 
1997, 31% avg.; 6% up to stand, 0% 1997, 8% avg. Corn 95% harvested, 
82% 1997, 79% avg. Sorghum 6% very poor, 6% poor, 13% fair, 74% good, 
1% excellent. Soybeans 7% very poor, 38% poor, 40% fair, 14% good, 1% 
excellent; 82% mature, 68% 1997, 63% avg; 41% harvested, 19% 1997, 
22% avg. Peanuts 76% mature, 47% 1997, 54% avg; 4% combined, 1% 
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1997, 4% avg.; alfalfa hay 12% very poor, 17% poor, 38% fair, 32% good, 
1% excellent; 57% 4th cutting, 88% 1997, 90% avg.; 10% 5th cutting, 23% 
1997, 29% avg.; other hay 31% 2nd cutting, 64% 1997, 93% avg. Livestock 
3% very poor, 9% poor, 27% fair, 59% good, 2% excellent. 





OREGON: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. Topsoil moisture 7% very short, 
31% short, 62% adequate. Subsoil moisture 5% very short, 27% short, 68% 
adequate. Barley planted 12%, 19% 1997, 16% avg. Winter wheat 11% fair, 
89% good; planted 27%, 46% 1997, 40% avg.; emerged 10%, 19% 1997, 
14% avg. Range, pasture feed 2% very poor, 10% poor, 53% fair, 34% 
good, 1% excellent. Activities: Ground preparation for fall seeding continued. 
On westside new piantings of sugar beets for seed emerged, grass seed 
growers fertilizing, spraying established fields, mostly completed tall fescue 
seeding, started seeding perennial ryegrass. Third, 4th cutting alfalfa, last 
of red clover harvested. Field corn silage harvest continued. On east side 
some grain planted, sugar beets for sugar harvest started. Final alfalfa 
Cuttings nearly completed. Nurseries gearing up for fall digging season. 
Greenhouses busy with fall pansies, mums, working on poinsettia. Easter 
Lily growers continued to harvest, grade, pack commercial grade bulbs. 
Christmas tree growers reported trees in excellent condition. Willamette 
Valley processors continued to receive late-harvested sweet corn. Cole crop 
harvest continued and salad vegetables still plentiful. Recent rains caused 
a blight problem in tomato crop. Pumpkin harvest started, pumpkin patches 
getting ready for Halloween sales. Most onions dried, fields closed to harvest 
cleanup. On east side potato harvest peaked. In Willamette Valley, 
hazelnuts continue to drop, first sweeping started. Caneberry clean up 
continued, grapes nearing maturity, late apples ready. Pear, apple harvest 
winding down in Rogue River Valley. Cranberry harvest underway on south 
coast. In Hood River Valley, Anjou pear harvest continued in upper valley, 
golden delicious apples harvest began in middle valley, Jonagold apple 
harvest completed. Apple harvest underway in the Milton-Freewater area. 
Livestock good. Fall weaning, vaccinations continued in northeast, 
southwest. Fall roundup underway in most range areas. Grass seed fields 
greening up nicely for sheep feeding. Willamette Valley pastures, eastern 
mountain rangeland greening up following recent rains. 





PENNSYLVANIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Soil moisture 25% very 
short, 54% short, 20% adequate, 1% surplus. Ensilage corn harvested 80% 
harvested, 59% 1997, 63% avg. Soybean harvest 6% complete, 4% 1997. 
4% avg.; 2% very poor, 6% poor, 27% fair, 47% good, 18% excellent. 
Potato harvest 67% complete, 64% 1997, 66% avg. Fall plowing 50% 
complete, 64% 1997, 60% avg. Wheat planted 18% complete, 49% 1997, 
44% avg.; emerged 6% complete, 21% 1997, average not available. Barley 
planted 40% complete, 61% 1997, 60% avg.; emerged 17% complete, 33% 
1997, average not available. Alfalfa 3rd cutting 92% complete, 91% 1997, 
89% avg.; 4th cutting 58% complete, 63% 1997, 55% avg. Timothy clover 
2nd cutting 95% complete, 99% 1997, 98% avg. Quality of hay made 1% 
very poor, 6% poor, 25% fair, 44% good, 24% excellent. Grape harvest 50% 
complete, 39% 1997, 54% avg. Apple harvest 59% complete, 54% 1997, 
60% avg. Activities: Seeding small grains; fall plowing; cutting hay and 
haylage; harvesting grapes, apples; harvesting corn, soybeans, potatoes, fall 
vegetables; seeding wheat, barley; filling silos; machinery maintenance; fixing 
fences; hauling manure; caring for livestock. 





SOUTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Soil moisture 4% 
very short, 35% short, 60% adequate, 1% surplus. Apples 70% harvested, 
77% 1997, 74% avg.; 42% poor, 26% fair, 32% good. Corn 99% harvested, 
96% 1997, 92% avg. Grapes 10% poor, 53% fair, 32% good, 5% excellent. 
Hay 99% cut, 100% 1997, 87% avg. Livestock condition 5% poor, 30% fair, 
61% good, 4% excellent. Oats 10% planted, 23% 1997, 15% avg.; 2% 
emerged, 15% 1997, 7% avg. Pasture feed 2% very poor, 8% poor, 47% 
fair, 41% good, 2% excellent. Peanuts 29% harvested, 43% 1997, 38% avg.; 
14% very poor, 28% poor, 42% fair, 16% good. Pecans 15% harvested, 
13% 1997, 5% avg.; 18% poor, 57% fair, 25% good. Rye 15% planted, 24% 
1997, 19% avg.; 3% emerged, 11% 1997, 9% avg. Sorghum 80% matured, 
96% 1997, n/a avg; 52% harvested, 76% 1997; 5% very poor, 14% poor, 
54% fair, 26% good, 1% excellent. Sweet potatoes 40% harvested, 27% 
1997, 27% avg.; 5% fair, 90% good, 5% excellent. Tobacco 87% stalks 
destroyed, 93% 1997, 80% avg. Winter grazings 40% planted, 40% 1997, 
36% avg.; 25% emerged, 29% 1997, 23% avg.; 3% very poor, 7% poor, 39% 
fair, 51% good. Winter wheat 15% planted, 15% 1997, 7% avg.; 3% 
emerged, 3% 1997, 2% avg. 








SOUTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Topsoil moisture 12% 
very short, 49% short, 38% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil moisture 4% very 
short, 41% short, 53% adequate, 2% surplus. Cooler weather prevailed over 
the State early in the week, with heavy rain across most of the State by 
week’s end. Many areas of the State reported a frost late in the week. 
Sunflower 2% poor, 18% fair, 57% good, 23% excellent; 92% mature, 74% 
1997, 77% avg.; 32% harvested, 18% 1997, 13% avg. Sorghum 1% poor, 
8% fair, 81% good, 10% excellent; harvested for silage 71%, 85% 1997, 60% 
avg. Com 1% poor, 8% fair, 53% good, 38% excellent; harvested for silage 
89%, 91% 1997, 72% avg. Soybeans 1% poor, 9% fair, 53% good, 37% 
excellent; mature 96%, 82% 1997, 68% avg. Weekend rains are expected 
to help the winter rye, winter wheat emergence. Winter rye seeded 94%, 
95% 1997, 90% avg.; emerged 52%, 78% 1997, 73% avg. Alfalfa 1% very 
poor, 4% poor, 25% fair, 50% good, 20% excellent. Alfalfa cut three times 
94%, 46% 1997, 9% avg. Livestock 1% poor, 9% fair, 68% good, 22% 
excellent. Stock water 1% very short, 15% short, 78% adequate, 6% 
surplus. 





TENNESSEE: Days suitable for fieldwork 7.0. Topsoil moisture 36% very 
short, 48% short, 16% adequate. Subsoil moisture 32% very short, 51% 
short, 17% adequate. Corn 90% harvested, 70% 1997, 69% avg. Burley 
91% harvested, 85% 1997, 92% avg.; dark-air 96% harvested, 95% 1997, 
97% avg.; dark-fire 95% harvested, 83% 1997, 94% avg. Pasture feed 22% 
very poor, 36% poor, 31% fair, 11% good. Cattle 2% very poor, 9% poor, 
45% fair, 40% good, 4% excellent. Winter wheat 10% seeded, 10% 1997, 
13% avg. Dry conditions allowed corn, tobacco farmers to continue harvest 
last week. Only 10% of the State’s corn acreage remained to be harvested 
by week's end. Tobacco farmers took advantage of the favorable field 
conditions to practically wrap-up harvest for the 1998 season. Scattered 
showers across central, eastern areas helped tobacco farmers with curing, 
Stripping activities. Winter wheat seeding, pasture growth continued to be 
hindered by the lack of moisture. 





TEXAS: The week began hot, dry; however, showers moved into many 
areas by late week. Land preparations moved ahead in the central, southern 
areas. Harvest operations increased in the plains, north-central areas. 
Producers continued to treat pastures for armyworms where populations 
reported worst in many years. Livestock markets down again in most areas. 

Crops: Small Grains: Planting continued most areas during week. 
Growth, emergence slow some fields due hot weather, dryer conditions. 
Rain would benefit seeded fields across State. Armyworms continued to 
damage many fields. Chemical shortages, heavy demands on applicators 
problems facing producers. Corn: Harvest completed more High Plains 
fields early week. Scattered showers late week slowed progress. Cotton: 
Harvest expanded into more fields in the Plains during week. Bolls continued 
to open rapidly with hot weather. Additional defoliation also occurred. 
Harvest irrigated fields increased in the north-central areas. However, many 
dryland fields may not be harvested due poor development. Producers in 
southern areas continued to plow regrowth as fields dried out. Grain 
sorghum: Harvest increased in the plains early week. Additional baling 
occurred in poorer fields. Peanuts: Harvest increased in the plains, north- 
central, south. Fair, good yields reported. Rice: Second crop harvest off to 
a good start many fields. Harvest first crop virtually completed by end of 
week. Soybeans: Harvest of late-season, irrigated fields was better than that 
of the early-season, irrigated fields. Harvest in late-irrigated fields along 
Upper Coast better than early fields. 

Commercial Vegetables: Rio Grande Valley, scattered showers kept land 
preparations, planting activity to minimum in some areas. Recent rains have 
helped sizes on citrus fruit. San Antonio-Winter Garden, planting activity 
continued without much delay. East, sweet potato harvest continued with no 
improvement in yields. High Plains, pumpkin harvest continued with slight 
delays due to scattered rain. Trans Pecos, chili peppers continued to make 
good progress. Some planting continued. Pecans: Harvest began few early 
groves. The expected crop still much less than last year. 

Bange and Livestock: Producers across Sstate continued to treat native 
pastures, small grain fields for armyworms. Worm damage was the worst of 
many years. Chemicals for spraying in high dernand with a shortage in 
supply. Haying increased with recent rains in many areas. Livestock 
markets off again this past week. Supplemental feeding continued, however, 
at a slower pace due to improved grazing conditions. 





UTAH: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Topsoil moisture 14% short, 85% 
adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil moisture 16% short, 77% adequate, 7% 
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surplus. Pasture feed, range 6% poor, 25% fair, 55% good, 14% excellent. 
Cattle moved from summer range 46%, 45% 1997, 51% avg. Sheep moved 
from summer range 52%, 47% 1997, 53% avg. Winter wheat seeded 91%, 
78% 1997, 75% avg.; emerged 45%, 28% 1997, 43% avg. Corn in dough 
stage 94%, 100% 1997, 54% avg.; in dent stage 67%, 69% 1997, 40% avg.; 
mature 41%, 28% 1997, 51% avg. Corn silage harvested 52%, 63% 1997, 
61% avg. Alfalfa hay 3rd cutting 96%, 83% 1997, 88% avg.; 4th cutting 
58%, 41% 1997, 43% avg. Alfalfa seed harvested 76%, 64% 1997, 59% 
avg. Onions harvested 65%, 60% 1997, 66% avg. Potatoes harvested 66%, 
45% 1997, 41% avg. Peaches picked 93%, 100% 1997, 100% avg. Pears 
picked 94%, 100% 1997, 98% avg. Apples 20% picked, 24% 1997, 36% 
avg. Major farm/ranch activities included moving livestock, winding down 
much of the fruit harvest. 





VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Topsoil moisture 37% very 
short, 40% short, 23% adequate. Subsoil moisture 37% very short, 45% 
short, 18% adequate. Corn 6796 harvested, 44% 1997, 52% avg.; 94% 
harvested for silage, 83% 1997, 83% avg. Cotton 41% harvested, 0% 1997, 
10% avg.; 8% poor, 24% fair, 63% good, 5% excellent. Soybeans 46% 
dropping leaves, 37% 1997; 6% harvested, 3% 1997, 4% avg.; 12% very 
poor, 23% poor, 33% fair, 29% good, 3% excellent. Winter wheat 12% 
seeded, 1% 1997, 6% avg. Barley 9% seeded, 11% 1997, 20% avg. Flue 
cured tobacco 78% harvested, 77% 1997, 87% avg. Burley tobacco 91% 
harvested, 94% 1997, 93% avg. Fall apples 47% harvested, 42% 1997, 64% 
avg. Winter apples 20% harvested, 12% 1997, 22% avg. Apples 4% very 
poor, 12% poor, 46% fair, 30% good, 8% excellent. Pasture feed 30% very 
poor, 39% poor, 20% fair, 11% good. Scattered rain fell throughout the 
Commonwealth last week, helping to replenish much-needed topsoil 
moisture. Pasture conditions showed some improvement in some areas as 
a result. Livestock producers, however, still found it necessary to carry 
water, feed to their herds. Many producers are currently marketing their 
Cattle due to poor pasture conditions, even though some are reporting lighter- 
than-normal weights. Many producers have reported that peanuts, cotton, 
soybeans are starting to show the effects of the past several months without 
significant precipitation. Despite the current conditions soybean producers 
have reported slightly higher than anticipated yields on their full season crop. 
Peanut producers are still hopeful for rain showers to soften the soil for ideal 
digging and combining conditions. Small grain planting is still at a standstill 
in many areas due to hard, dry soil conditions. Other activities for the week 
included harvesting of pumpkins, milo, cucumbers, snap beans, tomatoes, 
com, some soybeans, defoliating, harvesting cotton, applying lime, fertilizers, 
and preparing land for fall planting. 





WASHINGTON: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Topsoil moisture 5% very 
short, 59% short; 36% adequate. Subsoil moisture 2% very short, 43% 
short, 55% adequate. Potatoes 60% harvested, 54% 1997, 59% avg.; 10% 
fair, 90% good. Rain showers received at the end of the week were expected 
to kick planting into full gear in eastern areas, where producers have been 
waiting for precipitation before seeding winter wheat. Other regions reported 
emerged wheat in good condition. Sugar beet, potato harvests progressed, 
mint harvest was nearly complete. Hay, other roughage supplies, 2% short, 
75% adequate, 23% surplus. Silage harvest continued, 4th, 5th cutting 
alfalfa hay production continued. Range, pasture feed 18% poor, 47% fair, 
35% good. Cool, dry weather aided fruit harvests. Concord grape yields 
were low, some areas expected record wine grape yields. Red delicious, 
granny Smith apple harvests continued. Cranberry harvest underway in 
western areas, with average yields reported. Vegetable harvests continued, 
with pumpkin harvest also underway. Pre-harvest activities in Christmas tree 
fields continued. 





WEST VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Topsoil moisture 41% 
very short, 44% short, 15% adequate. Some areas of the State received 
some precipitation this past week, more rain is needed to improve soil 
moisture, crop conditions throughout the State. Dry weather has begun to 
hurt fall seeded crops. Apple 22% poor, 74% fair, 4% fair; harvest 53%, 
35% 1997. Hay 12% very poor, 15% poor, 37% fair, 34% good, 2% 
ecellent; 2nd cut 94%, 95% 1997, 91% avg.; 3” cut 66%, 53% 1997, 64% 
avg. Corn 13% poor, 38% fair, 49% good; doughing 94%, 95% 1997, 97 
ayy.; dent 65%, 49% 1997; mature 39%, 13% 1997, 57% avg.; harvested for 
grain 3%, 4% 1997, 17% avg. Soybean 11% poor, 44% fair, 45% good; 99% 
podding, 100% 1997, 100% avg.; 68% dropping leaves, 62% 1997, 57% avg. 
Tobacco 19% poor, 52% fair, 25% good, 4% excellent; topped 99%, 100% 
1997, 100% avg.; harvested 59%, 85% 1997, 78% avg. Wheat planted 18%, 





16% 1997. Cattle 1% poor, 21% fair, 74% good, 4% excellent. Sheep 2% 
poor, 33% fair, 64% good, 1% excellent. Pastures drying up from dry 
weather. There were reports of pinkeye. 





WISCONSIN: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Soil moisture 14% very 
short, 39% short, 46% adequate, 1% surplus. Soybeans leaves dropping 
93%, 65% 1997, 51% avg.; harvested 10%, 0% 1997, 0% avg.; 1% very 
poor, 1% poor, 10% fair, 52% good, 36% excellent. Fourth-crop hay 
harvested 53%. Corn for silage harvested 87%, 26% 1997, 34% avg. Last 
week marked the official start of autumn; scattered, light frosts were 
observed in the north-central, central, southwestern parts of the State. 
However, there has not been a hard frost; consequently, no frost-related crop 
damage. Hay harvest was nearly complete for the State. Many farmers 
harvested fourth and fifth crops this season; as a result, supplies are high. 
Dry weather in some parts of the State also contributed to the declining 
harvest activity. Many farmers will leave hay remaining in the fields for use 
as snow cover. Soybeans, corn for grain were in the early stages of being 
harvested, corn harvested for silage was nearly complete. Although the 
consensus among reporters was not unanimous, there was speculation that 
many will have record yields for corn, soybeans. Potato, apple, pear harvests 
continued and were reported to be in good to excellent condition. Winter 
wheat continued to be planted, had already emerged in some areas. Pasture 
feed 3% very poor, 17% poor, 29% fair, 44% good, 7% excellent. 





WYOMING: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.1. Topsoil moisture 18% short, 
77% adequate, 5% surplus. Winter wheat emerged 90%, 92% 1997, 81% 
avg. Corn mature 85%, 94% 1997, 81% avg.; harvested for grain 8%, 5% 
1997, 17% avg.; harvested for silage 88%, 95% 1997, 91% avg. Dry beans 
combined 91%, 96% 1997, 83% avg. Alfalfa 3rd cutting 73%, 54% 1997, 
75% avg. Sugar beets harvested 7%, 13% 1997, 14% avg. Range, pasture 
feed 1% very poor, 7% poor, 23% fair, 58% good, 11% excellent. Corn 2% 
poor, 7% fair, 84% good, 7% excellent. Sugar beet 1% poor, 21% fair, 78% 
good. Winter wheat 12% fair, 76% good, 12% excellent. Livestock mostly 
good. Cattle moved from summer ranges 55%, 47% 1997, 50% avg. Sheep 
moved from summer ranges 59%, 53% 1997, 54% avg. Cool weather 
prevailed across the State, with welcome moisture arriving late in the week. 
Mountains were receiving snow. Producers were still waiting for the first hard 
freeze. 
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EUROPE 


Widespread frequent showers fell across Europe during the week, 
including moisture from the remnants of Hurricanes Karl, Ivan, and 
Jeanne. Greatest amounts of rain (40 to more than 50 mm) fell from 
western and southern France, eastward through Italy, into Serbia, 
Slovenia, Hungary, Slovakia, and southern Poland, delaying corn and 
sunflower harvesting and winter grain planting. Warmer, drier weather 
prevailed in southeastern Romania and Bulgaria, allowing fieldwork to 
resume after last week’s heavy rains. Early-season rains (10-27 mm) 
continued in western and southern Spain, slowing crop harvesting but 
increasing topsoil moisture for upcoming winter grain planting. In 
northern Europe, light showers (3-25 mm) spread from England, eastward 
through northern France, the Benelux countries and northern Germany, 
into northern Poland, slowing corn and sugar beet harvesting and winter 
grain planting. The first freeze of the autumn season occurred in 
northeastern Poland. Extreme minimum temperatures ranged from -1 to 
-3 degrees C, ending the growing season. Weekly temperatures averaged 
1 to 3 degrees C below normal in northeastern Europe and Spain, and 1 
to 3 degrees C above normal in southeastern Europe. 
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In Russia, soaking rain (25-60 mm, with local amounts in excess of 70 
(0 mm) fell across the north (Northwest Region, Central Region, northern 
Central Black Soils region, Volga Vyatsk, and the upper Volga Valley), 
halting late-season fieldwork. However, the precipitation maintained 
abundant to excessive moisture conditions for winter grain establishment. 
Much colder weather pushed southward across northern Russia at week’s 
end, turning rain to snow and dropping minimum temperatures below 
freezing (-1 to -S degrees C). Farther south in Russia, light scattered 
showers (3-16 mm) fell in the lower Volga Valley and the North 
Caucasus region, causing only brief delays in corn, sunflower, and sugar 
beet harvesting. Reports as of September 28 indicated that sunflower and 
sugar beet harvesting in Russia was 31 and 47 percent complete, 
respectively. Topsoils in southern Russia remained unfavorably dry for 
winter wheat emergence and establishment. In Ukraine, showers slowed 
summer crop harvesting in the west, with dry weather allowing rapid 
harvest progress in the east. Persistent dryness in the east has reduced 
topsoil moisture to unfavorably low levels for uniform germination and 
crop establishment. Elsewhere, wet weather soaked crop areas in Belarus, 
halting late-summer crop harvesting. Weekly temperatures averaged 1 to 
4 degrees C below normal in northern Russia, Belarus, and the Baltics, 
and 1 to 3 degrees C above normal in Ukraine and southern Russia. 



































FSU-NEW LANDS 


Spring grain harvesting continued to progress in Russia and was likely 

nearing completion in Kazakstan. In Russia, frequent showers (10-43 

mm) were accompanied by unseasonably cold weather, including some 

snow, hampering spring grain harvesting. The exception was in the Altay 

Kray region of Russia, where mostly dry weather allowed harvest 

activities to progress without delays. Reports as of September 28 

indicated that small grains and pulses, excluding corn, were about 68 

| percent harvested. Weekly temperatures averaged 1 to 4 degrees C below 

oseka ll oy ‘| normal in Russia. Extreme minimum temperatures ranged from -1 to -5 

SEP 27 -OCT 3, 1998 5 degrees C throughout most of the region. In Kazakstan, cool but 

. generally dry weather allowed spring grain harvesting to advance toward 

completion. In cotton-producing areas of Central Asia, unseasonably 

warm, dry weather favored boll maturation and harvesting. Weekly 
temperatures averaged 2 to 5 degrees C above normal in the region. 
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MEXICO 





Widespread showers (30-110 mm) continued to benefit filling corn 
across the Southern Plateau Corn Belt. Heavier rain (140-230 mm) 
near Mexico City caused local flooding. However, drier weather is 
needed as the corn crop nears maturity. Dry weather prevailed across 
northern Mexico. Temperatures averaged 1 to 3 degrees C above 
normal across most of Mexico. 





SOUTH AMERICA 





In Argentina, timely moderate to heavy rain (25-110 mm) fell early in 
the week across central and southern Buenos Aires, boosting topsoil 
moisture for vegetative winter wheat. The heaviest rain, however, 
caused local flooding. Elsewhere, mostly dry weather continued to 
reduce moisture for wheat development in southern Santa Fe and La 
Pampa. Moisture is also needed in these areas for the upcoming 
summer crop season, where sunflower planting is just beginning. 
Temperatures averaged near normal across central Argentina and 2 to 
4 degrees C below normal across the north. In southern Brazil, 
moderate to heavy rain (20-140 mm) fell across the eastern wheat areas 
of Rio Grande do Sul and Parana, reducing wheat quality and slowing 
harvesting. Widespread rain (15-50 mm) covered south-central Brazil 
(Mato Grosso do Sul, Mato Grosso, Minas Gerais, and Goias), 
increasing topsoil moisture for field preparations for summer crop 


planting. Temperatures averaged near to slightly above normal in 
southern Brazil. 





AUSTRALIA 











Much-needed, drier weather dominated the east. The break in the 
chronically wet pattern, accompanied by above-normal temperatures, 
favored mature winter grains and allowed cotton and sorghum fields an 
opportunity to dry prior to planting. Lingering light showers (10 mm 
or less) kept topsoils moist across the southeast. In Western Australia, 
scattered, mostly light showers (2-25 mm) covered southern sections 
of the winter grain belt as the north remained dry. Temperatures were 
mild, although unseasonable coolness (lows from 1-3 degrees C) 
lingered early in the week over sections of the west. Some of these 
same areas reported freeze damage to flowering wheat on the 26th. 
The extent of any permanent damage should become evident in a few 
weeks. In New Zealand, mostly dry weather (2-19 mm) continued 
throughout the main pasture areas. 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA 


SOUTH ASIA 





Drier weather (rainfall less than 10 mm) prevailed across most of 
Thailand and northern Vietnam, favoring rice harvesting. Moderate to 
heavy showers (50-150 mm) slowed harvesting in south-central 
Thailand (near Bangkok), southern Vietnam, and most of the 
Philippines. Extremely heavy rain (250-450 mm) again caused 
flooding and local rice damage in north-central Vietnam, outside of the 
main rice-producing areas. Drier weather prevailed across the oil palm 
areas of peninsular Malaysia. Mostly dry weather (less than 10 mm) 
favored second-crop rice and corn harvesting across eastern Java, while 
heavier showers (15-50 mm, with isolated amounts greater than 75 
mm) were reported in the west. Main-season rice planting typically 
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Rainfall was generally scattered and light over Pakistan and 
northwestern India as a seasonably drier weather pattern developed 
over the region. This was good news for the region’s cotton, rice, and 
Oilseed producers, as the lingering late-season showers had been 
threatening crop quality and causing some localized damage. Moderate 
to heavy rain (25-100 mm or more) continued throughout the southern 
interior, maintaining abundant to excessive moisture levels for 
immature summer grains, oilseeds, and cotton. Autumn (rabi) 
plantings are likely experiencing some delays from excessive wetness. 
In the east, heavy showers (100 mm or greater) redeveloped over rice 
areas of east-central India (Bihar), causing some additional flooding. 
Rains were light to moderate (10-25 mm or more) in rice areas of 
Bangladesh and far eastern India, allowing floodwaters to recede, 
albeit slowly. 
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EASTERN ASIA 


Mostly dry, warm weather favored corn, soybean, and single-crop rice 
harvesting across most of China. The dry weather also aided winter 
wheat planting across the North China Plain, but topsoils are becoming 
too dry. Freezing temperatures remained confined to northern 
Manchuria (northern Heilongjiang). Light to moderate rain (15-60 
mm) fell across the lower Yangtze Valley (Shanghai, Zhejiang, and 
southern Jiangsu). Temperatures averaged 2 to 6 degrees C above 
normal across central and southern China. Tropical Storm Yanni hit 
southern South Korea on September 30, with sustained winds of 60 to 
70 mph, producing widespread excessive rain across the country (125- 
300 mm or more). This moisture caused flooding, damaged maturing 
rice, and reduced rice quality. Dry weather favored summer crop 
harvesting in North Korea. Moderate rain (25-75 mm) slowed rice 
harvesting in Japan. Temperatures averaged 2 to 4 degrees C above 
normal across the Korean Peninsula and Japan. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
October 4 - 10, 1998 


Wee precipitation slowed fieldwork in the 
northern Plains, Midwest, and East. Excessive 
rainfall (more than 4 inches) halted field activities and caused 
localized flooding from northeastern Texas to the middle 
Mississippi Valley, and in parts of the Northeast. In the 
Northwest and northern High Plains, scattered showers 
provided beneficial moisture for winter wheat emergence. On 
the central and southern High Plains, however, a return to 
dry weather reduced topsoil moisture for wheat establishment. 
Warm, mostly dry weather prevailed in areas of the Southeast 
affected by Hurricane Georges in late September, allowing 
fields to dry and fieldwork to gradually resume. Below- 
normal weekly temperatures persisted for a third consecutive 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Additional Precipitation Needed to Bring Index Near Zero 
(Long Term Palmer) 
10 OCT 1998 


(index Values are in Tenths. Example 37=3.7) 
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Extreme Maximum Temperature (°F) 
OCT 4-10, 1998 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending October 10, 1998 
Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center (301-763-8000 EXT. 7503) and the Southern Regional Climate Center 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending October 10, 1998 





TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION ho, —7o 


PERCENT TEMP, °F PRECIP. 








STATES 
AND 
STATIONS 


AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
Oo-~Oo-8=-ONNODMONHN=-=-NG-CCO GREATEST IN 
SBRSSSRSLSVBEZISR RRS Be Bw =§2+HOUR, IN 
PCT. NORMAL 
3 8 B SESINCE Sep 1 
SINCE Jan 1 
PCT. NORMAL 
BB SINCE Jan 1 
MAXIMUM 
MINIMUM 
OR MORE 


AVERAGE 





WICHITA 
JACKSON 
LEXINGTON 
LOUISVILLE 
PADUCAH 
BATON ROUGE 
LAKE CHARLES 
NEW ORLEANS 
SHREVEPORT 
CARIBOU 
PORTLAND 
BALTIMORE 
BOSTON 
WORCESTER 
ALPENA 
GRAND RAPIDS 
HOUGHTON LAKE 
LANSING 
MARQUETTE 
MUSKEGON 
DULUTH 

INT'L FALLS 
MINNEAPOLIS 
ROCHESTER 
ST. CLOUD 
JACKSON 
MERIDIAN 
TUPELO 
COLUMBIA 
KANSAS CITY 
SAINT LOUIS 
SPRINGFIELD 
BILLINGS 
BUTTE 
GLASGOW 
GREAT FALLS 
KALISPELL 
MILES CITY 
MISSOULA 
GRAND ISLAND 
LINCOLN 
NORFOLK 
NORTH PLATTE 
OMAHA 
SCOTTSBLUFF 
VALENTINE 
ELY 

LAS VEGAS 
RENO 
WINNEMUCCA 
CONCORD 
NEWARK 
ALBUQUERQUE 
ALBANY 
BINGHAMTON 
BUFFALO 
ROCHESTER 
SYRACUSE 
ASHEVILLE 
CHARLOTTE 
GREENSBORO 
HATTERAS 
RALEIGH 
WILMINGTON 
BISMARCK 
DICKINSON 
FARGO 
GRAND FORKS 
JAMESTOWN 
WILLISTON 
AKRON-CANTON 
CINCINNATI 
CLEVELAND 
COLUMBUS 
DAYTON 
MANSFIELD 


Based on 1961-90 normals 


SS8FVWBSS 

&&&E8 SF RFTOTAL IN 

SBSRLSLERE 
Lees 


FSlLB2SQ2RaxVS 
x 


FELIRBBSBELE 


S2E8SR8R8E2 
S22888 
= 
8 


SSeRs 


LELSSSRBEE 


SBESESELET 


SB2RSR 
NSSSISASSISSSIRVWIRSSSVS SSRs VpXTHEME 
BESEARRE 

22 3 


sax 
» 
Se8R8easaenaees 


fSlUSSIHssR ere sr eserswreagesavess spAvence 
Baa 


&BLISESSESSBB 


33 
“ee 


2222 
BRB 
HS HonsLnbbbbaeNnN=AOCNNLO=~buabbbOoOhbOUGouaNnNad 


~ 
a 


GISSSRIBSSRSSSBB 
3 
e 


Q 
BERSSRRSRSESES 


2 


ZS2BRE 


Sek 
EQSSELLRLBKSSRKALSKSRBNRLRSSLEREKRBIRLB 


SBSSE22RUSRSSR SEARS 
2 

















S 
: 
2 
& 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
) 


g 
3 
é 
b, 
& 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 
2 
0 
0 
0 
3 
0 
4 
0 
1 
0 
1 
3 
1 
1 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
1 
3 
4 
0 
3 
0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
2 
1 
6 
0 
0 
7 
4 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


01 INCH 
eS OVRER EES ERED E Ss H's 8 A DRRONEREM SHERRY WS ORO SOR ae 


BREGFISSSSFS IIT LSISSLIK VARI SHS SSEKRSESESERSSRKILSSRALSREBSSSlsR2IeRBAREZ eRe IEE RMME 


SRPESBISYAZIIVBLSAISASXTVLSSx*LAKBSrxXBSaRAAY 
SESESERYISSLEKRFEBEFRASBBRSRBARVBRSSRBREKRY 
ON O=-N==|-NNHOO|$BOBNANNYHOS A eK HK HHOHROHDLOHHO 4 


PSSLSRSSSLSSASRPAAXAABSRARSSALB 
























































October 14, 1998 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 





Weather Data for the Week Ending October 10, 1998 
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September Weather and Crop Summary 








Weather 





Warm, dry weather in the Corn Belt rapidly pushed 
corn and soybeans to maturity and allowed 
harvesting to proceed at an ahead-of-normal pace. 
Mostly dry weather also prevailed on the Plains, 
especially in western areas, slowing winter wheat 
planting as growers waited for rain. Drought 
stretched into a seventh month on the southern 
Plains and through a third month in parts of the 
Ohio Valley and Mid-Atlantic States. 


Prior to mid-month, Tropical Storm Frances soaked 
areas from the central and western Gulf Coast 
northward to the middle Mississippi Valley, but 
missed major winter wheat areas of the central and 
southern Plains. Late in the month, scattered 
showers developed on the eastern Plains, 
improving topsoil moisture for winter wheat 
germination. Meanwhile, Hurricane Georges 
passed just south of the Florida Keys on September 
25, slamming into the Mississippi Coast 3 days 
later. In western Florida and the southern portions 
of Georgia and Alabama, the storm's high winds, 
heavy rain, and resultant flooding halted cotton 
and peanut harvesting, and adversely affected 
several crops, including cotton in the open-boll 
stage of development and pecans. Parts of the 
Southeast had already been affected by the 
remnants of another hurricane—Earl-in early 
September. 


Above-normal temperatures prevailed nearly 
nationwide during September, producing well over 
400 daily-record highs and more than a dozen 
monthly record highs. Along the West Coast and 
in the Southwest, a late-month cool-down held 
monthly temperature departures below +5°F. Near- 
normal readings prevailed in California. Farther 
north and east, however, temperatures ranged from 
4 to 9°F above normal across the interior 
Northwest and throughout the Plains. Corn Belt 
temperatures were 2 to 7°F above normal, while the 
Atlantic and Gulf Coast regions experienced 
readings as much as 5°F above normal. 


Some of the most impressive heat struck the South 
Central States' drought area early in the month. On 
September 3 and 4, highs rose to a monthly record 
107°F in Oklahoma City. Highs on the latter date 
soared to 110°F in McAlester, OK and 109°F in Ft. 
Smith, AR, and crept into triple digits as far north 
as Williston, ND (101°F). Farther north, Huron, 
SD posted a high of 100°F on September 10, their 
first 100-degree heat since August 27, 1991. On 
September 16, Glasgow, MT registered 98°F, their 
highest reading on record so late in the year. On 
the central Plains, highs reached or exceeded 
100°F as late as September 25. On that date, 
Grand Island, NE logged 100°F, a week later than 
their previous latest occurrence of triple-digit heat, 
in 1925. 


With few breaks in the summery pattern, several 
sites noted September-record warmth, including: 


Location Average (°F) Departure (°F) 
Huntsville, AL 78.2 +6.0 
Jackson, KY Tao +5.6 
LaCrosse, WI 68.9 +7.2 
Scottsbluff, NE 68.1 +6.7 
Glasgow, MT 65.8 +8.5 
Cheyenne, WY 64.0 +6.6 
Marquette, MI $8.2 +4.2 


Former Record 
77.2 in 1970 
70.5 in 1986 
68.5 in 1931 
67.1 in 1897 
65.1 in 1963 
63.1 in 1963 
58.2 in 1994 


With another 3 days of 100-degree heat (September 2-4) in Waco, TX, their 1998 total 
reached 61 days, second only to 63 such days in 1980. In Dallas-Ft. Worth, TX, the 
mercury reached 100°F for the last time this year on September 8, their 56" such da 
this year. In Spokane, WA, a 1958 record was tied on September 15 with their 39 
day of 90-degree heat. On September 30, Little Rock, AR posted their 110" day this 
year with highs at or above 90°F, second only to 115 such days in 1954. 


Hurricane Earl made landfall near Panama City, FL before dawn on September 3, 
lashing coastal areas east of its center with sustained winds as high as 80 mph. 
Soaking rains (4 to 9 inches, with locally higher totals) accompanied a rapidly 
weakening Earl’s path across northwestern Florida, southeastern Alabama, Georgia, 
and the Carolinas. September 2-3 rainfall totaled 12.46 inches in Panama City. 
Meanwhile, the moisture from the remnants of the eastern Pacific Hurricane Isis—which 
made landfall in northwestern Mexico on the night of September 2-3-overspread the 
Southwest. As much as 1 to 3 inches of rain pelted parts of Arizona and southern 
California. Yuma, AZ netted 2.26 inches during a 24-hour period on September 4-5. 


Tropical Storm Frances made landfall north of Corpus Christi, TX before dawn on 
September 11, producing torrential rainfall and flash flooding across parts of Louisiana 
and eastern Texas. Maximum sustained winds at landfall were near 65 mph. Frances’ 
remnants then tracked generally northward through the easternmost Plains and across 
the central Corn Belt. More than 4 inches of rain accompanied Frances’ passage, with 
totals exceeding 10 inches along much of the central and western Gulf Coast, and in 
a small area along the Kansas-Missouri border. Locally more than 16 inches inundated 
areas in southeastern Louisiana, boosting New Orleans’ monthly rainfall to 18.98 
inches (344 percent of normal). Along the western and central Gulf Coast, an 
extended period of on-shore winds raised water levels and caused coastal flooding. 
Sea levels rose even before Frances formed on September 6, and remained high for 
several days after landfall. Several days later, on the morning of September 20, 
minimal Tropical Storm Hermine made landfall in southern Louisiana, producing 
scattered showers and gusty winds, but otherwise having little effect on the region. 


Six days after forming in the eastern Atlantic, Hurricane Georges struck Puerto Rico 
with 110 to 115 mph sustained winds on September 21. Four days later, after battering 
the Dominican Republic, Haiti, and eastern and central Cuba, Georges passed near Key 
West, FL with sustained winds near 105 mph. For a few hours on September 25-26, 
four hurricanes simultaneously prowled the Atlantic Basin for the first time since 
August 1893; the other three—Ivan, Jeanne, and Karl—were over the eastern Atlantic. 
Georges made its final landfall on September 28, slamming into the coast near Biloxi, 
MS with sustained winds estimated at 105 mph. The storm weakened and drifted 
eastward after moving inland, producing torrential rainfall (8 to locally almost 30 
inches) and flooding in southeastern Mississippi, southern Alabama, and western 
Florida. Storm-total rainfall reached 29.66 inches in Bay Minette, AL and 26.87 
inches in Gulf Breeze, FL. In southern Alabama and extreme western Florida, a 5- to 
12-foot storm surge breached several barrier islands, including Dauphin Island, AL. 
Due to the effects of Earl and Georges, monthly rainfall reached 24.12 inches (408 


percent of normal) in Mobile, AL and 19.66 inches (370 percent) in Pensacola, 
FL. 


The arrival of seasonal rains across the Northwest broke an unusually long dry spell. 
In Oregon, dry spells stretched to a record-setting 83 aays (June 27 to September 17) 
in Eugene and 47 days (August 1 to September 16) in Portland. In contrast, unusually 
heavy rain soaked parts of the Great Basin and Colorado River Valley. In Nevada, all 
of Las Vegas’ 1.29-inch monthly total (461 percent of normal) fell during the first half 
of the month. Winnemucca, NV received a September record 2.81 inches, aided by a 
record 24-hour total for September (1.04 inches) on the 9th. 
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East of the Rockies, areas not affected by the tropical systems experienced mostly dry 
weather. Several cities marked record-tying or -setting September dryness, including: 


Location Total (inches) Former Record/Y ear 
Paducah, KY 0.12 0.12 in 1983 

Dodge City, KS 0.01 0.01 in 1947, 1980 
International Falls, MN 0.28 0.28 in 1952 
Huntsville, AL 0.48 0.49 in 1961 
Mansfield, OH 0.70 not available 


In Little Rock, the remnants of Tropical Storm Frances ended a 31-day dry spell 
(August 12 to September 11), their longest since May-June 1977. The month’s first 
rain dampened in Charleston, WV on September 21, halting a 33-day streak without 
measurable precipitation. August-September rainfall in Lexington, KY totaled just 
0.90 inches (13 percent of normal). In Virginia, 3-month (July-September) rainfall at 
Dulles Airport stood at only 3.03 inches (28 percent). 


In Hawaii, highly variable amounts of rain fell at the major reporting stations, ranging 
from 0.05 inches (6 percent of normal) in Honolulu to 10.76 inches (126 percent) in 
Hilo. In Alaska, near- to above-normal temperatures prevailed, accompanied by 
variable amounts of precipitation. Remnants from several western Pacific tropical 
systems—including Typhoons Rex, Stella, and Vicki—affected various portions of the 
State. Although Anchorage (0.73 inches, or 27 percent of normal) posted their second- 
driest September on record, several southern and western locations continued on a 
near-record rainfall pace for 1998. In Nome, year-to-date rainfall reached 22.93 
inches, just 6.56 inches shy of their annual record, set in 1922. With 11.34 inches 
(162 percent of normal) of rain during September, Kodiak’s January-September total 
reached 79.16 inches (166 percent). 


lagged throughout the month, as growers waited 
for rain to replenish soil moisture. 





U.S. Crop Production 
Highlights 








Fieldwork 





Above-normal temperatures across most of the Nation caused crops to ripen ahead of 
normal in the Corn Belt, Great Plains, Delta, and Southeast. Most of the Great Plains 
remained dry, allowing fall tillage operations to continue at a good pace, but dry soils 
forced some growers to delay winter wheat seeding. Dry weather in the Corn Belt and 
Delta States aided harvest efforts, while rains from tropical storms frequently halted 
fieldwork along the Gulf coast and some inland areas of the Southeast. Above-normal 
temperatures aided crop development in the Southwest for most of the month, but 
development continued to lag behind the 5-year average. Temperatures cooled near 
the end of the month in California, but crops continued to ripen and harvest activity 
gained momentum. 


Corn development entered the month a week or more ahead of normal and continued 
to rapidly progress to maturity due to warm weather. Across the northern Corn Belt, 
progress was nearly 2 weeks ahead of the normal pace. Four percent of the crop was 
harvested as the month began and approximately a fourth of the crop was harvested by 
the end of the month. Nearly all of the Nation’s soybean crop had progressed to the 
pod setting stage and 13 percent was dropping leaves as the month began. Dry weather 
quickly ripened the crop and allowed the harvest to gain momentum near mid-month. 
The harvest pace accelerated late in the month and by the end of the month, a third or 
more of the crop had been combined. 


Cotton also matured quickly, with bolls opening on half of the crop as the month began 
and more than one-fourth harvested by the end of the month. Tropical storms 
hampered harvest efforts and damaged cotton along the Gulf coast. More than a fourth 
of the rice crop had been harvested as of September 1 and harvest progressed ahead of 
the average in Texas and the Delta States. In California, harvest began late and 
progressed behind the 5-year average. Peanut harvest started early in Florida, but 
slowed after tropical storms hit peanut-producing areas along the Gulf coast. Harvest 
in the major peanut-producing areas of Georgia, Alabama, and the Carolinas was 
hampered by hard, dry soils early in the month, and by heavy rains most of the 
remainder of the month. 


Dry weather across the northern Great Plains and Pacific Northwest allowed the barley 
and spring wheat harvests to finish at least 2 weeks early in most areas, and nearly 3 
weeks early in some parts of Montana and North Dakota. Early month dry weather 
also allowed winter wheat seeding to advance, with Washington growers seeding over 
a third of their crop by the end of the first week. However, seeding progress generally 


The following information was released by 
USDA's Agricultural Statistics Board on October 
9, 1998. Forecasts refer to October 1. 


Corn for grain production is forecast at 9.74 
billion bushels, virtually unchanged from last 
month and up 4 percent (%) from 1997. Yields are 
expected to average 132.0 bushels per acre, 
unchanged from last month but up 5.0 bushels 
from a year ago. If realized, this would be the 
second-largest production and the second-highest 
yield on record. Acreage for harvest is estimated at 
73.8 million acres, unchanged from last month and 
virtually unchanged from 1997. 


Soybean production is forecast at a record-high 
2.77 billion bushels, down 5% from September 1 
but 2% above last year’s record of 2.70 billion 
bushels. The yield forecast, at 38.7 bushels per 
acre, is down 1.9 bushels from last month and is 
0.1 bushels below the 1997 final yield. The 
reduction in yield is attributed to lower pod 
weights. Above-normal temperatures and drier 
conditions during late August and September 
affected pod filling and bean size. Acreage for 
harvest is estimated at a record 71.6 million acres, 
unchanged from September 1 but up 3% from 
1997. 


All cotton production is forecast at 13.3 million 
bales, down 2% from last month and down 29% 
from 1997. Yield is expected to average 616 
pounds per harvested acre, down 64 pounds from 
last year. Texas harvested acres were reduced 
250,000 acres from September’s forecast, but 
production remains unchanged. The California 
crop production was lowered 100,000 bales from 
last month. Georgia’s production was reduced 
50,000 bales from the previous month’s forecast 
due to the effects of Hurricanes Georges and 
Earl. 


The initial forecast of the 1998-99 all orange 
crop is 11.0 million tons, down 21% from last 
year’s record-large crop of 13.9 million tons. 
Florida’s all orange forecast is 190 million boxes 
(8.55 million tons), 22% less than the record-large 
244 million boxes produced last season. Early and 
midseason varieties in Florida are forecast at 112 
million boxes (5.04 million tons), 20% lower than 
last season. Florida’s Valencia forecast of 78.0 
million boxes (3.51 million tons) is 25% below last 
season’s 104.0 million boxes. California’s all 
orange production is forecast at 62.0 million boxes 
(2.33 million tons), 16% less than last season. The 
Navel orange forecast was unchanged from 
September at 34.0 million boxes (1.28 million 
tons), but down 23% from last year’s production of 
44.0 million boxes. The initial California Valencia 
forecast for the 1998-99 season is 28.0 million 
boxes (1.05 million tons), 7% less than a year ago. 
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TEMPERATURE AND PRECIPITATION SUMMARY 
September 1998 
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BIRMINGHAM 
HUNTSVILLE 
MOBILE 
MONTGOMERY 
ANCHORAGE 
BARROW 
FAIRBANKS 
JUNEAU 
KODIAK 

NOME 
FLAGSTAFF 
PHOENIX 
TUCSON 
YUMA 

FORT SMITH 
LITTLE ROCK 
BAKERSFIELD 
EUREKA 
FRESNO 

LOS ANGELES 
REDDING 
SACRAMENTO 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN FRANCISCO 
ALAMOSA 

CO SPRINGS 
DENVER 
GRAND JUNCTION 
PUEBLO 
BRIDGEPORT 
HARTFORD 
WASHINGTON 
WILMINGTON 
DAYTONA BEACH 
JACKSONVILLE 
KEY WEST 
MIAMI 
ORLANDO 
PENSACOLA 
TALLAHASSEE 
TAMPA 

WEST PALM BEACH 
ATHENS 
ATLANTA 
AUGUSTA 
COLUMBUS 
MACON 
SAVANNAH 
HILO 
HONOLULU 
KAHULUI 
LIHUE 

BOISE 
LEWISTON 
POCATELLO 
CHICAGO/O'HARE 
MOLINE 
PEORIA 
ROCKFORD 
SPRINGFIELD 
EVANSVILLE 
FORT WAYNE 
INDIANAPOLIS 
SOUTH BEND 
BURLINGTON 
CEDAR RAPIDS 
DES MOINES 
DUBUQUE 
SIOUX CITY 
WATERLOO 
CONCORDIA 
DODGE CITY 
GOODLAND 
TOPEKA 
WICHITA 
JACKSON 
LEXINGTON 
LOUISVILLE 
PADUCAH 
BATON ROUGE 
LAKE CHARLES 
NEW ORLEANS 
SHREVEPORT 
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CARIBOU 
PORTLAND 
BALTIMORE 
BOSTON 
WORCESTER 
ALPENA 
GRAND RAPIDS 
HOUGHTON LAKE 
LANSING 
MARQUETTE 
MUSKEGON 
DULUTH 

INT'L FALLS 
MINNEAPOLIS 
ROCHESTER 
ST. CLOUD 
JACKSON 
MERIDIAN 
TUPELO 
COLUMBIA 
KANSAS CITY 
SAINT LOUIS 
SPRINGFIELD 
BILLINGS 
BUTTE 
GLASGOW 
GREAT FALLS 
KALISPELL 
MILES CITY 
MISSOULA 
GRAND ISLAND 
LINCOLN 
NORFOLK 
NORTH PLATTE 
OMAHA 
SCOTTSBLUFF 
VALENTINE 
ELY 

LAS VEGAS 
RENO 
WINNEMUCCA 
CONCORD 
NEWARK 
ALBUQUERQUE 
ALBANY 
BINGHAMTON 
BUFFALO 
ROCHESTER 
SYRACUSE 
ASHEVILLE 
CHARLOTTE 
GREENSBORO 
HATTERAS 
RALEIGH 
WILMINGTON 
BISMARCK 
DICKINSON 
FARGO 
GRAND FORKS 
JAMESTOWN 
WILLISTON 
AKRON-CANTON 
CINCINNATI 
CLEVELAND 
COLUMBUS 
DAYTON 
MANSFIELD 
TOLEDO 
YOUNGSTOWN 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
TULSA 
ASTORIA 
BURNS 
EUGENE 
MEDFORD 
PENDLETON 
PORTLAND 
SALEM 
ALLENTOWN 
ERIE 
MIDDLETOWN 
PHILADELPHIA 
PITTSBURGH 
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WILKES-BARRE 
WILLIAMSPORT 
PROVIDENCE 
BEAUFORT 
CHARLESTON 
COLUMBIA 
GREENVILLE 
ABERDEEN 
HURON 

RAPID CITY 
SIOUX FALLS 
BRISTOL 
CHATTANOOGA 
KNOXVILLE 
MEMPHIS 
NASHVILLE 
ABILENE 
AMARILLO 
AUSTIN 
BEAUMONT 
BROWNSVILLE 
CORPUS CHRISTI 
DEL RIO 

EL PASO 

FORT WORTH 
GALVESTON 
HOUSTON 
LUBBOCK 
MIDLAND 

SAN ANGELO 
SAN ANTONIO 
VICTORIA 
WACO 
WICHITA FALLS 
SALT LAKE CITY 
BURLINGTON 
LYNCHBURG 
NORFOLK 
RICHMOND 
ROANOKE 
WASH/DULLES 
HANFORD 
OLYMPIA 
QUILLAYUTE 
SEATTLE-TACOMA 
SPOKANE 
YAKIMA 
BECKLEY 
CHARLESTON 
ELKINS 
HUNTINGTON 
EAU CLAIRE 
GREEN BAY 
MADISON 
MILWAUKEE 
CASPER 
CHEYENNE 
LANDER 
SHERIDAN 

SAN JUAN 
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(Continued from front cover) 

week in California, slowing crop 
development, and the cool weather 
spread eastward to encompass much of 
the West. Most of the Intermountain 
West experienced its first widespread 
freeze of the season, typical for early 
October. Weekly temperatures ranged 
from 2 to 6°F above normal in the 
Southeast, but were as much as 5°F 
below normal in California and 7°F 
below normal in the Great Basin. 


Early in the week, a strong low-pressure 
system emerged from the central 
Rockies before tracking northeastward 
across the upper Midwest on October 
5-6. Its attendant cold front drifted 
eastward, reaching the East Coast 
States by Thursday. Torrential rain 
developed along the northern Atlantic 
Coast toward week’s end, as a 
secondary low-pressure system formed 
along the front and lingered across the 
region. 


On Sunday, daily-record precipitation 
totals were established in Williston, 
ND (1.23 inches) and Sioux Falls, SD 
(2.36 inches). By Monday morning, 
snow depths in the Colorado Rockies 
reached 10 inches in Climax and 5 
inches in Crested Butte. On the 
eastern Plains, thunderstorms erupted 
on October 4-5, producing severe 
weather and heavy rainfall. Preliminary 
reports indicated that 20 tornadoes 
struck Oklahoma on Sunday, the 
greatest number on record in one State 
during an October outbreak. A day later 
in Missouri, rainfalls of 4.83 inches in 
Columbia and 2.43 inches in 
Springfield were records for the date. 
Paducah, KY noted consecutive daily- 
record totals on October 6 (4.03 inches) 
and 7 (2.04 inches). 


Meanwhile, cool air cloaked the 
Northeast and the West. On Sunday, 
Traverse City, MI posted a record- 
tying low of 29°F. A day later, lows 
dipped to 27°F in Dalton, MA and 28°F 
in Johnstown, NY. In Oregon, Burns 
notched consecutive daily-record lows 
on October 5 (17°F) and 6 (21°F). On 


Goes IR 
Oct: 4, 1998 


the latter date, record lows were also set in Grand Junction, CO (32°F) and Albuquerque, 
NM (36°F). In contrast, above-normal temperatures prevailed for a fourth consecutive week 


across the Southeast, resulting in record-tying highs at Paducah (89°F on Monday) and 
New Orleans’ Audubon Park (92°F on Tuesday). 


Rain developed across the Northeast after midweek. On Thursday, daily-rainfall records 
were established in locations such as Worcester, MA (2.00 inches) and Harrisburg, PA 
(1.30 inches). Rainfall intensified across eastern New England at week’s end, causing 
some flooding. On Saturday, 5.61 inches inundated Portland, ME, their fifth-greatest 
single-day total for any month. Elsewhere in Maine, October 8-11 rainfall reached 11.62 
inches in Camp Ellis, south of Portland, and 9.33 inches in Gray. In eastern 
Massachusetts, storm-total precipitation included 4.34 inches in Boston and 6.73 inches 
in Milton. Meanwhile, another storm system reached the Northwest late in the week. In 


Glasgow, MT, October 10-11 rainfall measured 1.37 inches, pushing the monthly total past 
their 1.80-inch October record set in 1994. 
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National Agricultural Summary 





October 5 - 11, 1998 








HIGHLIGHTS 


Seasonable temperatures across most of the Nation 
aided ripening of late-developing crops in the Corn Belt 
and Southeast. Harvesting activity steadily continued, 
despite substantial rainfall in parts of the Corn Belt and 
Great Plains. Most of the winter wheat-producing 
region of the central Great Plains remained dry, 


hindering planting operations and seed germination. 
Rain aided wheat emergence and growth in the 
northern Plains and eastern Corn Belt. Dry weather 
allowed harvest efforts to gain momentum in the 
Southwest, as late-developing crops slowly matured. 
Heavy rainfall caused local flooding in the Northeast. 





Corn: Forty-three percent of the Nation’s corn crop has 
been harvested, more than 1 week ahead of the 5-year 
average of 25 percent. Farmers made steady progress across 
the Corn Belt, although progress in some areas, particularly 
Missouri and Indiana, was hindered by rain. Strong winds 
caused some lodging in isolated areas across the Corn Belt. 


Soybeans: The Nation’s soybeans continued to ripen 
ahead of normal, with 94 percent dropping leaves compared 
with the 89 percent average for this date. Above-normal 
temperatures east of the Mississippi River promoted 
ripening in parts of the eastern Corn Belt and Southeast 
where development was less advanced. Harvest progress 
advanced to 53 percent complete, compared with the 44 
percent normal pace. Farmers in the Corn Belt, Mississippi 
Delta, and Great Plains made good progress, despite rains 
that temporarily halted harvest efforts in several areas. 
Harvest activity was just beginning along the southern 
Atlantic Coast. 


Cotton: Ninety-three percent of the Nation’s cotton fields 
have progressed to the boll opening stage and 43 percent has 
been harvested. Progress remained slightly more than 1 
week ahead of average for both stages. Heavy rainfall 
interrupted harvest efforts in the northern and extreme 
southern areas of the Mississippi Delta, as well as parts of 
the Atlantic Coastal Plains. Most of the other Southeastern 
States also experienced slow progress. Dry conditions in the 
central Mississippi Delta region and western Oklahoma 
aided harvest progress. 


Winter Wheat: Seeding advanced to 58 percent, but 
remained several days behind normal as many farmers in the 
central and southern Great Plains continued to wait for rain 
to improve soil moisture. In the northern Rocky Mountains 
and Pacific Northwest, favorable weather allowed growers 
to move ahead of the 5-year average. Growers in the eastern 
Corn Belt also made rapid seeding progress, especially in 


Ohio, where progress was well ahead of normal. Indiana 
growers also made good progress, moving slightly ahead of 
normal, despite widespread showers that limited their 
progress. In the southern Corn Belt and northern Delta 
region, rain severely curtailed planting. Emergence reached 
36 percent, behind the 42 percent average for this date. In 
the central and southern Plains and southern Corn Belt, 
emergence was behind normal due to slow planting progress. 
Emergence was ahead of normal in the northern Rockies, 
Pacific Northwest, and the eastern Corn Belt, where rain 
aided emergence. 


Rice: Harvest progressed to 88 percent complete, 
compared with the normal pace of 85 percent. Harvest 
activity slowed in the Delta rice-producing States, where 
nearly all farmers were finished combining. In California, 
the harvest pace accelerated, advancing 25 percentage 
points, but remained slightly behind normal. 


Sorghum: Ninety-three percent of the crop has matured, 
compared with 83 percent normally mature by this date. 
Despite cool weather, progress was rapid in the central and 
southern High Plains, where the crop was less advanced. 
The harvest pace slowly gained momentum, advancing 8 
percentage points to 49 percent, slightly ahead of the 5-year 
average. Harvest was virtually complete in most areas of the 
Delta States, while harvest was just beginning in the central 
and southern High Plains. Fair weather allowed Llinois 
growers to harvest nearly one-fourth of their sorghum. 


Peanuts: Harvesting progressed to 38 percent, up 10 
percentage points, but more than 1 week behind the 53 
percent normal pace. Progress fell further behind normal in 
the major peanut-producing States in the Southeast due to 
wet fields. Harvest was active in the middle Atlantic Coast 
States, allowing progress to remain near normal. In the 
southern Plains, the harvest pace was slow, but remained 
more than a week ahead of the 5-year average in Texas. 
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Crop Progress and Condition 
Week Ending October 11, 1998 





Soybeans Percent Dropping Winter Wheat Percent Planted Cotton Percent Bolis Opening 
— Oct11 Prev Prev &Yr Oct11 Prev Prev 5-Y¥r 
Oct1i Prev Prev 5&Yr 1998 Week Year {998 Week . Year 
1998 Week Year 


These 14 States planted 98% of 
last cotton 


Cotton Percent Harvested 
These 19 States planted 91% of 
These 19 States planted 93% of last s winter wheat 
last s 


Oct1i Prev = Prev 5-Yr 
1998 Week Year 


1 





Winter Wheat Percent Emerged 





Soybeans Percent Harvested 





Oct11. Prev Prev 5-Yr 
Octii Prev Prev &Yr 1998 Week Year Avg 
1998 Week Year Avg AR 2 1 4 
16 19 14 CA 0 0 0 
23 19 co 79 
11 GA 1 
ID 34 
IL 6 
IN 18 
KS 31 
Mi 32 
MO 6 
MT 51 
NE 79 
NC 
OH 
OK 
OR 
SD 
T™ 
WA 











AL 28 
AR 30 
GA 7 
IL 49 
56 
64 
32 
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KS 

KY 31 
LA 73 
Mi 44 
MN 81 
MS 72 
MO 29 
NE 52 
NC 5 
OH 70 
sc 3 
SD 55 43 
™N 26 15 ALL 12 | 
ALL 53 41 These 19 States planted 91% of 
These 19 States planted 93% of last year's winter wheat acreage. 
last year's soybean acreage. 
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Crop Progress and Condition 
Week Ending October 11, 1998 








Corn Percent Harvested Sorghum Percent Harvested Rice Percent Harvested 





Oct41. Prev Prev 5&Yr Oct11 = Prev. Prev 5-Yr Oct? Prev Prev = 5-Yr 
1998: Week Year 1998 - Week Year 1998: Week Year = Avg 
93 86 86 86 
55 30 87 59 
99 99 99 97 
97 93 91 89 
98 97 95 97 
88 80 90 85 

These 5 States planted 96% of last 
year's rice acreage. 
































VP - Very Poor 
P - Poor 
These 12 States planted 99% of F - Fair 
last G - Good 
EX - Excellent 
Peanuts Percent Harvested *- Revised 


These 17 States planted 92% of Oct11. Prev Prev. 5&Yr 
last corn 1998 Week Year 


Sorghum Percent Mature 


Oct 11. Prev Prev 5-Yr 
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These summaries, issued weekly through the summer growing season, provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a national scale. 
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 
Weather Service. The crop weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS Home Page on the World Wide Web at 


http://www.usda.gov/nass/ or from JAWF at http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/jawf. 


ALABAMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.0. Topsoil moisture 16% short, 
59% adequate, 25% surplus. Harvest active on many farms. Clean up from 
Hurricane Georges still underway in Baldwin and Mobile Counties. Cotton 
bolls opened 92%, 83% 1997, 86% avg. Cotton harvested 48%, 18% 1997, 
30% avg. Soybeans dropping leaves 79%, 83% 1997, 68% avg.; harvested 
28%,19% 1997, 14% avg. Peanuts dug 43%, 92% 1997, 78% avg. Peanuts 
combined 34%, 86% 1997, 69% avg. Cotton condition16% very poor, 10% 
poor, 58% fair, 15% good, 1% excellent. Soybean condition 12% very poor, 
45% poor, 32% fair, 10% good, 1% excellent. Peanut condition 13% very 
poor, 26% poor, 38% fair, 22% good, 1% excellent. Livestock 5% very poor, 
17%, poor, 50% fair, 25% good, 3% excellent. Pasture feed condition 6% 
very poor, 23% poor, 41% fair, 28% good, 2% excellent. 





ARIZONA: As of October 11, Cotton bolls opening 97%, 100% 1997, 
100% avg.; harvested 16%, 37% 1997, 32% avg.; improved a little from the 
previous week; 3% very poor, 17% poor, 41% fair, 27% good, 12% excellent. 
Alfalfa harvest activity was reported as 19% not being harvested, 1% light, 
43% moderate, 37% active. Alfalfa remained the same as the previous week; 
3% poor, 20% fair, 67% good, 10% excellent. Sheeping off is reported as 
very light. Range, pasture feed 2% very poor, 8% poor, 22% fair, 54% good, 
14% excellent. Last-week central area growers harvested cantaloupes, green 
onions, honeydews, head lettuce, watermelons while eastern producers 
shipped gold and red delicious apples, chili peppers, head lettuce and steady 
volume of pumpkins. Western and central citrus groves harvested lemons. 





ARKANSAS: 4 days were suitable for fieldwork. Soil moisture supplies 
were 0% very short, 6% short, 73% adequate and 21% surplus. A cold front 
moved into the State early in the week bringing heavy rains to portions of 
north Arkansas. Cool weather, as much as 6 degrees below normal, 
prevailed Tuesday through Sunday. Rainfall was above normal for most of 
the State. The main farming activities included harvesting rice, cotton and 
soybeans, and treating pastures for armyworms. Rains slowed the pace of 
the harvest, particularly in the east-central part of Arkansas. Other farm 
activities included planting wheat, over seeding pastures, defoliating cotton, 
and completing the hay harvest. Crop development continued ahead of the 
5-year average in most categories due to hot, dry conditions that prevailed 
during the crop’s earlier development stages. In addition, crop development 
continues to progress nearly a week ahead of 1997’s crop in most categories. 
Producers continued to wean and market calves from their herds, and some 
producers are still feeding hay due to poor pasture condiitons. Cattle were 
reported in fair condition Statewide. Alfalfa 9% very poor, 35% poor, 42% 
fair, 14% good, 0% excellent. Other hay 6% very poor, 27% poor, 50% fair, 
17% good, 0% excellent. Range and pasture feed 10% very poor, 32% poor, 
40% fair, 16% good, 2% excellent. 





CALIFORNIA: Field activities progressed normally under favorable 
conditions in most areas. Ground preparation for fall seeded small grains 
and forage crops continued. Seeding of winter forage was underway. Cotton 
defoliation gained momentum in the San Joaquin and Sacramento Valleys, 
while harvest was expected to start in the earliest fields within the next week. 
Some late-developing fields were still being treated for aphids. Desert area 
cotton harvest was ongoing. Lima and kidney beans were cut and windrowed 
in preparation for harvest. Corn for grain and silage, black eye beans and 
sugar beets were harvested. Some sugarbeet fields were sprayed for 
worms. Safflower harvest was active in the San Joaquin Valley, but was 
rapidly winding down in the Sacramento Valley. Seed alfalfa harvest was 
complete, and the crop residue was immediately burned to contro! insect 
migrations. Rice harvest was in full swing. Alfalfa and sudan grass were cut 
for hay or green chopped. Grapes for fresh use were harvested in the San 
Joaquin Valley. Varieties harvested were primarily Emperor, Flame 
Seediess, Red Globe and Ruby Seediess. Thompson Seediess grapes were 
harvested for fresh, raisin and wine uses. Nearly all of the raisin crop had 
been harvested; about 30% was on open trays, 23% rolled and 47% picked 
up. Cool weather has slowed drying. Harvest of grapes for wine was also 
active. However, bunch rot remained a problem. Late-variety stone fruit 





picking was winding down. Royal Gala, Fuji, Granny Smith and Red 
Delicious apple picking was active. Dried figs were picked up. The olive 
harvest continued. Bartlett pear harvesting was winding down in Lake and 
Mendicino Counties. Asian pear picking was active in the San Joaquin 
Valley. Pomegranate picking was also active. Prune harvest continued; 
growers were concerned with fruit quality. Almond, pistachio and walnut 
harvests increased in intensity. Valencia orange harvest continued at a slow 
pace. New crop navel oranges were maturing, but with small sized fruit. 
Lemon and grapefruit picking continued. The fall season strawberry harvest 
continued. Harvest of potatoes, bell peppers, pumpkins, fresh and 
processing tomatoes continued. Cantaloupe, honeydew and watermelon 
harvests were nearing completion. Sweet corn harvest was winding down. 
Lettuce was being harvested in the central coast area. Additional vegetable 
crops harvested included fresh and processing onions, eggplant, sweet corn, 
bell peppers, green beans, squash, radishes, sweet potatoes, bitter melon 
(fruit and leaves) and beets. Fall lettuce, cabbage and broccoli crops were 
growing well and being irrigated. Broccoli and cauliflower crops were making 
good progress in the southern San Joaquin Valley. Spinach continued to be 
planted for early spring harvest. Fall cucumber picking was steady, but 
weather was affecting fruit size. Garlic, carrot, onion, potato, broccoli, 
Cauliflower and lettuce fields continued to be planted in central and southern 
areas of the State. Pastures and rangeland across the State were in 
generally fair condition. Dry feed and stock water supplies were adequate on 
winter pastures in central and northern counties. A few areas received rain, 
which started new grass growth. However, most areas have not had 
sufficient rain to begin new grass growth. Stocker weight feeder cattle and 
stock cows were still on higher elevation summer pastures. Most operators 
awaited more rain and new grass growth on winter pastures. The few early 
cattle that have been shipped to winter pastures were being supplemented. 
There was heavy movement of yearling feeder cattle from summer pastures 
to feediot buyers. 





COLORADO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Topsoil moisture 6% very 
short, 28% short, 64% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil 5% very short, 24% 
short, 68% adequate 3% surplus. Warmer, and dry conditions prevailed 
during the week following a brief cool and wet weekend in some areas, 
favoring final crop development and harvest activities. Dry onions 91% 
harvested, 95% 1997, 92% avg. Sugar beets 20% harvested, 14% 1997, 
15% avg; condition 1% poor, 8% fair, 72% good, 19% excellent. Summer 
potatoes 97% harvested, 96% 1997, 94% avg. Fall potatoes 89% harvested, 
94% 1997, 82% avg. Dry beans 98% cut, 94% 1997, 92% avg; 95% 
threshed, 80% 1997, 83% avg. Alfalfa 93% 3rd cutting, 89% 1997, 87% 
avg; 40% 4th cutting, 50% 1997, 38% avg; condition 1% very poor, 2% poor, 
27% fair, 53% good, 17% excellent. Spring wheat 100% harvested, 99% 
1997, 97% avg. Pasture and range feed in mostly fair to good. 





DELAWARE: Days suitable for field work 3.1. Topsoil moisture 55% short 
and 45% adequate. Subsoil moisture 2% very short, 53% short, 45% 
adequate. Barley 4% poor, 30% fair, 66% good; 26% planted, 49% 1997, 
43% avg. Wheat 6% fair and 94% good; 7% planted, 10% 1997, 8% avg. 
Soybeans 1% very poor, 19% poor, 32% fair, 43% good, 5% excellent; 77% 
tumed, 68% 1997, 78% avg; 51% shedding leaves, 55% 1997, 61% avg; 8% 
harvested, 6% 1997, 10% avg. Field corn 92% mature, 88% 1997, 95% avg; 
67% combined, 39% 1997, 60% avg. Apples 92% harvested, 91% 1997, 
85% avg. Sorghum 63% mature, 39% 1997, 63% avg; 21% harvested, 8% 
1997, 10% avg. Alfalfa hay 91% fourth cutting, 89% 1997, 82% avg; 15% 
fifth cutting, 9% 1997, 14% avg. Other hay 65% 4th cutting, 75% 1997, 43% 
avg. Hay supplies 28% short and 72% adequate. Pasture 24% poor, 36% 
fair, and 40% good. Activities: Small grain seedings continued, harvesting 
of corn and soybeans well underway, apple harvesting near completion. 





FLORIDA: Temperatures averaged 2 to 4 degrees above normal. Most 
daytime highs 80's degrees F; most nighttime lows 60s, 70s. Rainfall at 
major stations totaled 0.50 in. or less. Palmetto-Ruskin reported traces to 
2.00 in. Dade County reported 1.50 in. falling mainly during night. Topsoil 
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moisture in Panhandle adequate to surplus, Peninsula adequate with 
scattered areas surplus. Haying delayed by rain. Tobacco marketing 
winding down. Cotton, peanut, soybean harvest delayed by wet conditions. 
Cotton problems, hard lock, discoloration, boll loss. Some peanuts dug for 
almost 3 weeks but not able to harvest. Fall armyworms serious pest in hay 
fields, pastures. Sugarcane mills preparing to open later in October. 
Sugarcane planting active. Thirty-nine percent peanut acreage for nuts 
harvested. Peanut conditions: very poor 4%, poor 45%, fair 35%, good 16%. 
Mostly clear skies enabled growers to increase vegetable planting. 
Vegetables harvested include cantaloupes, cucumbers, pickles, 
watermelons, and cherry tomatoes from Palmetto-Ruskin region; squash, 
peppers, and specialty types of eggplant from East coast area; okra from 
Dade County. Very little rain this week, citrus areas, moisture generally 
adequate. New citrus growth slowed due to fall growing conditions; new crop 
fruit making good progress. Harvesting crews moving early oranges, 
tangerines, white and colored grapefruit, a few satsumas. Maturity testing 
continues. Caretakers cutting cover crops, spraying, fertilizing. Pasture 
feed: fair 40%, good 55%, excellent 5%. Condition of cattle: fair 35%, good 
60%, excellent 5%. North: land preparations underway for planting cool 
season forages. Armyworms still active. South: grass growth slowed 
seasonally. Statewide, cattle, calves mostly fair to good condition. 





GEORGIA: Days suitable for field work 4.4. Soil moisture 2% very short, 
13% short, 64% adequate, 21% surplus. Cotton 10% very poor, 24% poor, 
40% fair, 23% good, 3% excellent. Hay 9% very poor, 20% poor, 42% fair, 
27% good, 2% excellent. Peanuts 6% very poor, 13% poor, 36% fair, 36% 
good, 9% excellent; 62% dug, 89% 1997, 84% avg. Rye 32% planted, 28% 
1997, 29% avg. Sorghum 67% harvested for grain, 53% 1997, 63% avg. 
Soybeans 18% very poor, 28% poor, 37% fair, 16% good, 1% excellent. 
Other small grains 16% planted, 16% 1997, 18% avg. Apples 73% 
harvested, 81% 1997, 84% avg. Pecans 14% very poor, 26% poor, 35% fair, 
23% good, 2% excellent; 5% harvested, 5% 1997, 4% avg. Heavw rains 
across the State hindered fieldwork. Isolated northern localities still in need 
of rain. Cotton and peanut harvest still delayed. Cotton defoliation active 
some areas. Most crop conditions improved slightly. Hay and pasture 
conditions benefitted from the showers. Armyworm infestations still causing 
problems; control initiatives active. Other activities included over seeding 
pastures, spraying fall vegetables, planting rye and soil sampling. 





HAWAII: Crops made fair to good progress under typical trade wind 
conditions. Leeward areas sunny to partly sunny. Windward areas partly 
sunny with overnight showers. Brisk trade winds hampered certain types of 
irrigation and spraying. Banana orchards in good to fair condition. Harvesting 
steady from major areas; lighter from others. Papaya orchards mostly fair to 
good. Spraying increased due to showery weather. Harvesting to remain 
steady. Head cabbage harvesting steady. Crop condition mostly good, little 
insect or disease damage. Cucumber production declining. 





IDAHO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Topsoil moisture 67% adequate, 
32% short, 1% very short. Temperatures below normal for first time since 
late June. Some areas experienced first frost of year killing tops of potatoes. 
Alfalfa hay third cutting 96%, 1997 93%, avg. 89%. Irrigation supply 29% 
excellent, 62% good, 7% fair, 2% poor. Dry beans harvested 91%, 1997 
98%, avg. 92%. Onions harvested 66%, 1997 93%, avg. 90%. Prunes and 
Plums harvested 84%, 1997 100%, avg. 99%. Apples harvested 33%, 1997 
51%, avg. 52%. Potatoes harvested 66%, 1997 67%, avg. 68%. Corn 
harvested for silage 79%, 1997 86%, avg. 83%. Corn harvested for grain 
11%, 1997 10%, avg. 13%. Sugarbeets harvested 21%, 1997 21%, avg. 
22%. Activities: working the seedbed, planting winter wheat, harvesting fall 
crops, hauling and stacking hay, and moving livestock off of summer range. 





ILLINOIS: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.3. Topsoil moisture 2% very short, 
10% short, 64% adequate, 24% surplus. Field activities were hampered last 
week as 1 to 2 inches of rain fell Statewide, about twice the normal 
precipitation for that time period. Despite the wet conditions, farmers were 
able to make some progress harvesting the corn crop. Seeding of winter 
wheat progressed slowly. Other activities last week included machine repair, 
hauling grain and fall tillage. Corn mature 99%, 92% 1997, 94% avg. 





INDIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.9. Topsoil moisture 5% very short, 
18% short, 64% adequate, 13% surplus. Subsoil moisture 9% very short, 
40% short, 44% adequate, 7% surplus. Soybean harvest was slowed by wet 





weather last week. The rains received across much of the State had less 
impact on corn harvest, with many farmers shifting their focus from soybeans 
tocorn. The winter wheat crop is already benefiting from the moisture, with 
emergence advancing from well behind average to well ahead of avg. 
Tobacco harvest 94% complete, 88% 1997, 96% avg. Range and pasture 
condition 1% very poor, 22% poor, 45% fair, 21% good, 1% excellent. 
Activities: harvesting corn and soybeans, seeding winter wheat, harvesting 
tobacco, caring for livestock. 





IOWA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.2. Topsoil moisture very short 1%, 
short 14%, adequate 67%, surplus 18%. Subsoil moisture very short 6%, 
short 22%, adequate 64%, surplus 8%. Rain slowed harvest. Heavy winds 
caused some corn lodging and ear droppage. Corn acreage harvested 31%, 
20% 1997, 17% avg. Percentage moisture of all field corn averaged 21%; 
harvested corn averaged 19%. Corn lodging 43% none, 37% light, 15% 
moderate, 5% heavy; corn ear droppage 51% none, 36% light, 10% 
moderate, 3% heavy. Soybeans leaves dropping 100%, 100% 1997, 96% 
avg; harvested 64%, 83% 1997, 57% avg. Soybeans lodging 55% none, 32% 
light, 11% moderate, 2% heavy; shattering 51% none, 36% light, 11% 
moderate, 2% heavy. Winter wheat planted 51%, 69% 1997, 63% avg. 
Livestock generally in good conditionbeing weaned in western districts; some 
pneumonia in pigs and calves reported in southeastern lowa. Pasture 
condition rated higher at 5% very poor, 16% poor, 30% fair, 36% good, 13% 
excellent. 





KANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.1. Topsoil moisture 1% very short, 
12% short, 61% adequate, and 26% surplus. Subsoil moisture 1% very 
short, 13% short, 75% adequate, and 11% surplus. Rains early last week 
slowed fieldwork. Farmers were back in the fields late in the week. Wheat 
conditions 2% very poor, 4% poor, 38% fair, 50% good, and 6% excellent. 
Sorghum conditions 2% very poor, 7% poor, 25% fair, 52% good, and 14% 
excellent. Soybean conditions 2% very poor, 8% poor, 29% fair, 44% good, 
and 17% excellent. Sunflowers mature 93%, 93% 1997, NA avg. Harvested 
65%, 33% 1997, NA avg. Maior field activities were seeding, and harvesting 
grain. Pasture conditions 2% very poor, 10% poor, 41% fair, 41% good and 
6% excellent. Stock water supplies 11% short, 78% adequate, and 11% 
surplus. Supplemental feeding of cattle has started in the south-central 
region. Weaning of calves continues in the east and has started in the 
central corridor. Cattle movement to feediots was slow last week. 





KENTUCKY: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.9. Topsoil moisture 8% very 
short, 35% short, 53% adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil moisture 19% very 
short, 47% short, 34% adequate. For the week, temperatures averaged 64 
degrees, 3 degrees above normal but 6 degrees below previous week. 
Temperatures started very warm but cooled as week progressed. Much- 
needed rainfall received over much of State, with western areas receiving the 
most. Rainfall statewide was 1.47 in. Many localities had received no rain for 
over 2 months. Late tobacco was being harvested last week. Condition of 
housed tobacco was 3% very poor, 9% poor, 34% fair, 42% good, 12% 
excellent. Burley not ready for stripping 54%, ready for stripping 37%, 
stripped 9%. Wheat 22% seeded, ahead 1997 and avg. Pasture condition 
13% very poor, 28% poor, 42% fair, 16% good, 1% excellent. Farmers 
feeding hay to livestock. 





LOUISIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.1. Soil moisture 0% very short, 
13% short, 61% adequate, 26% surplus. Cotton harvest progressed with 
varied yield reports. Hay 85% final cutting, 99% 1997, 94% avg. Pecans 
7% harvested, 6% 1997, 4% avg. Rice harvest neared completion with some 
reports of panicle blight. Soybeans 98% turning color, 98% 1997, 95% avg. 
Soybean harvest continued. Some soybeans were sprouting in the fields. 
Sugarcane 3% very poor, 10% poor, 28% fair, 49% good, 10% excellent; 
93% planted, 99% 1997, 95% avg., 3% harvested, 10% 1997, 6% avg. 
Sweet potatoes 57% harvested, 61% 1997, 63% avg. Sweet potatoes 
continued to deteriorate in fields due to excess moisture. Wheat 19% 
planted, 19% 1997, 10% avg.; 9% emerged, 3% 1997, 2% avg. Livestock 
1% very poor, 13% poor, 41% fair, 41% good, 4% excellent. Mosquitos 
continued to cause stress in livestock. Vegetables 8% very poor, 20% poor, 
41% fair, 30% good, 1% excellent. 





MARYLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.5. Topsoil moisture 9% very 
short, 26% short, 63% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil moisture 23% very 
short, 42% short, 35% adequate. Barley 2% very poor, 4% poor, 41% fair, 
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51% good, 2% excellent; 42% planted, 55% 1997, 55% avg. Rye 3% poor, 
28% fair, 69% good; 26% planted, 35% 1997, 39% avg. Wheat 22% poor, 
36% fair, 42% good; 18% planted, 14% 1997, 16% avg. Field corn 93% 
mature, 94% 1997, 96% avg; 60% combined, 35% 1997, 55% average; 92% 
harvested for silage, 95% 1997, 92% avg. Soybeans 24% very poor, 37% 
poor, 20% fair, 17% good, 2% excellent; 90% turned, 78% 1997, 86% avg; 
80% shedding leaves, 58% 1997, 68% avg; 20% harvested, 15% 1997, 13% 
avg. Sorghum 60% mature, 71% 1997, 78% avg; 30% harvested, 21% 
1997, 25% avg. Pastures 11% very poor, 27% poor, 28% fair, 32% good, 
2% excellent. Apples 74% harvested, 77% 1997, 69% avg. Other hay 4th 
Cutting 88% harvested, 76% 1997, 58% avg. Alfalfa hay 91% fourth cutting, 
81% 1997, 87% avg; 35% Sth cutting, 16% 1997, 25% avg. Hay supplies 
4% very short, 25% short, 61% adequate. Activities: Continued seeding 
of small grains, stripping of tobacco began this week, continued harvesting 
of corn and soybeans. 





MICHIGAN: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.5. Topsoil moisture 2% very 
short, 16% short, 79% adequate, 3% surplus. Subsoil moisture 17% very 
short, 46% short, 36% adequate, 1% surplus. Hay fourth cutting 52%, 52% 
1997, 44% avg. Soybeans mature 95%, 69% 1997, 77% avg. One to 4 
inches of rain fell across much of State early in week. Heaviest rains in 
north-central part of Lower Peninsula. Temperatures warmed slightly from 
previous week and were normal to 3 degrees above normal for week. Limited 
sugarbeet harvest began this past week. Farmers delayed harvest to allow 
sugarbeets to put on tonnage. Open delivery expected to begin this week. 
Corn harvest expanded as fields in Upper Peninsula matured. Yields varied 
considerably from field to field. Soybean harvest continued although beans 
in south still too green to harvest. Rain helped winter wheat emerge and 
conditioned soils so that previously dry areas could be planted. Hay cutting 
continued. The apple harvest continued with plenty of storage and boxes 
available. Harvest progressed on late-planted vegetables. Cabbage, 
Cauliflower, and carrot harvests continued. Onion volume was steady. 
Pumpkins continued to ripen. Winter squash volume increased. 





MINNESOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.2. Topsoil moisture 3% very 
short, 13% short, 77% adequate, 7% surplus. Soybeans 12% moisture 
content, 11% 1997, 13% avg.; 41% stubble worked, 46% 1997, 25% avg. 
Potatoes 88% harvested, 87% 1997, 78% avg. Sugarbeets 61% harvested, 
31% 1997, 48% avg. Sunflowers 28% harvested, 16% 1997, 32% avg. 
Corn 19% moisture content, 22% 1997, 27% avg.; stubble worked 15%, 6% 
1997, 5% avg. Pasture feed 3% very poor, 22% poor, 34% fair, 38% good, 
3% excellent. The harvest of row crops was slowed down temporarily by 
precipitation ranging from light showers to heavy rains. The dose of moisture 
was generally welcomed for watering fall seedings and making fall tillage 
easier. 





MISSISSIPPI: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.1. Soil moisture 10% very 
short, 22% short, 59% adequate and 9% surplus. Cotton 79% harvested, 
34% 1997, 50% avg. Rice 97% harvested, 91% 1997, 89% avg. Soybeans 
100% turning color, 94% 1997, 94% avg.; 97% shedding leaves, 81% 1997, 
79% avg.; 72% harvested, 54% 1997, 44% avg. Sweet potatoes 50% 
harvested, 48% 1997, 65% avg.; 1% very poor, 3% poor, 42% fair, 44% 
good, 10% excellent. Wheat 34% planted, 17% 1997, 20% avg.; 14% 
emerged, 3% 1997, 3% avg.; 2% poor, 45% fair, 46% good, 7% excellent. 
Peanuts 64% harvested, 71% 1997, NA% avg.; 8% poor, 16% fair, 62% 
good, 14% excellent. Cattle 4% very poor, 6% poor, 31% fair, 51% good, 8% 
excellent. Pasture 8% very poor, 20% poor, 34% fair, 36% good, 2% 
excellent. Activities: Rain came to some areas across the State. Weather 
conditions continue to allow cotton harvest to be ahead of 1997 and the 5- 
year average. 





MISSOURI: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.7. Topsoil moisture 1% short, 
60% adequate, 39% surplus, highest proportion of surplus since harvesting 
began this year. Most notable excess moisture exists in west-central at 75% 
surplus. Heavy rainfall halted row crop harvesting in much of the State; 
despite interruptions from weather, progress of corn, sorghum, and soybean 
harvesting remains ahead of the normal, but cotton harvesting fell behind 
both 1997 and avg. Wheat seeding also, fell behind both 1997 and the 5- 
year avg. 5% of the ground intended for next year’s spring crops has been 
worked at least once, compared with 6% 1997 and 3% normal. Corn 
harvesting continues to be most advanced for this date since 1991. Farmers 
in the southern third of State completed corn harvest, while northern third is 
least advanced ranging from 34% northeast to 50% north-central. Ripening 





of bean crop most advanced northern third of State ranging from 79% mature 
northeast to 93% northwest. Beans south-central, southeast are least 
advanced at 55% mature due to more double crop acres. East-central leads 
the State's bean harvest at 45%, followed by northeast at 40%. Beans least 
advanced in west-central, southwest (with more double crop) at 20% 
harvested. Sorghum harvest most advanced for this date since 1988. 
Sorghum most advanced in southwest, southeast at about 90%, while 
northwest 18%, central 14% are least advanced. Wheat planting most 
advanced in Bootheel at 24%, followed by east-central 22%, northeast 18%, 
and north-central 17%. Cotton harvest is about 3 days behind both 1997 and 
normal. Excessive rainfall virtually stopped harvesting progress of all crops 
in Bootheel for several days. Pasture 1% very poor, 6% poor, 28% fair, 53% 
good, 12% excellent. 





MONTANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.4. Topsoil moisture was rated 
27% very short, 38% short, 34% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil moisture 
was rated 33% very short, 42% short, 25% adequate, and 0% surplus. 
Conditions at beginning of week were seasonal with temps in high 70's 
degrees F to low 80's, but cooled off Friday and Saturday when most of the 
State received some precipitation. Corn harvested for silage 97%, 98% 
1997, 93% avg. Dry beans harvested 98%, 99% 1997, 93% avg. Sugar 
beets harvested 31%, 44% 1997, 35% avg. Potatoes harvested 50%, 48% 
1997, 53% avg. Range and pasture remains in mostly fair to poor condition. 
Weekend precipitation improved range conditions slightly, but colder 
overnight temperatures across the State has stopped the growth of grass. 
Ranchers have moved 56% of the cattle and 64% of the sheep off summer 
pastures, compared with a 5-year average of 44% of the cattle and 51% of 
sheep moved off by this time. There are reports of low calf weights coming 
off of pasture because of lack of green grass. 





NEBRASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.1, slowed harvest progress. 
Topsoil moisture 4% very short, 14% short, 80% adequate, 2% surplus. 
Subsoil moisture 6% very short, 23% short, 70% adequate, 1% surplus. 
Corn harvested 44%, 2 weeks ahead of 19% 1997, 18% avg. Soybean 
harvest 52%, 58% 1997 and 55% avg. Sorghum harvest 21%, 32% 1997 
and 21% avg. Dry beans harvested 92%, 94% 1997 and 90% avg. Alfalfa 
condition 0% very poor, 5% poor, 25% fair, 65% good, 5% excellent; 4rd 
Cutting 84%, 76% 1997 and 75% avg. Wheat seeding 95%, 96% 1997, 97% 
avg; emergence 79%, 84% 1997, 79% avg. Wheat stands improved with the 
recent rains. Some replanting of wheat in western counties. Pasture 
condition 4% very poor, 13% poor, 34% fair, 45% good, 4% excellent. 
Producer activities; millet, sugar beet, sunflower, grain and hay harvests, 
weaning calves, livestock care, and processing Load Deficiency Payments 
at FSA. 





NEVADA: Temperatures remained below normal throughout the north. 
The south began the week below normal, warmed up midweek, then dropped 
again by week's end. No precipitation was reported Statewide. Last cuttings 
of alfalfa continued where weather permits. Alfalfa seed harvest was 
completed. Seeding of new alfalfa fields and winter grains continued. Mint 
distilling was ongoing in Orovada. Garlic and onion harvests closing in on 
completion. Potato harvest continued. Pasture and range condition, aided 
by rain in recent weeks, continued to rate mostly good. Cattle movement to 
fall pastures continued. Main farm, ranch activities: haying, potato harvest, 
onion harvest, garlic harvest, planting winter grains, fall seeding of alfalfa, 
mint distilling, irrigating, cattle marketing. 





NEW ENGLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.4. Topsoil moisture 0% 
very short, 9% short, 66% adequate, 25% surplus. Subsoil moisture 4% very 
short, 7% short, 73% adequate, 16% surplus. Pasture feed 1% very poor, 
14% poor, 22% fair, 55% good, 8% excellent. Maine potatoes 90% 
harvested, 90% 1997, 85% average; condition good/fair. Massachusetts 
potatoes 85% harvested, 95% 1997, 90% average; good. Rhode Island 
potatoes 95% harvested, 95% 1997, 90% average; condition good to fair. 
Oats in Maine 99%harvested, 95% 1997, 95% average; good to fair. Field 
com 80% harvested, 65% 1997, 70% average; condition good to fair. Sweet 
corn 99% harvested, 99% 1997, 99% average; condition good to fair Second 
Cut hay 99% harvested, 85% 1997, 95% average; good to fair. Third cut hay 
70% harvested, 90% 1997, 85% average; good. Apples 85% harvested, 
80% 1997, 80% average, size average; good. Pears 90% harvested, 85% 
1997, 85% average, size average; fair to good. Cranberries 55% harvested,” 
45% 1997, 55% average; size average, condition good. Rain showers 
slowed field corn harvest. Major farm activities included: harvesting pears, 
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apples, cranberries, fall vegetables and potatoes; harrowing harvested fields; 
spreading manure; planting cover crops. 





NEW JERSEY: Days suitable for fieldwork averaged 5 days. Rain was 
beneficial to most crops and improved pasture conditions. Farmers are 
harvesting fall vegetables, planting cover crops and spraying for disease and 
pests. Harvesting of fall items (spinach, cabbage, parsley, endive, escarole, 
Indian corn, beets, turnips, sweet potatoes and pumpkins) is occurring, while 
the harvesting of summer items is nearly complete. Amount of feed 
requirements pastures are supplying is avg. The irrigation water supply is 
adequate. Good supply of pumpkins. Moderate supply of beans, cabbage, 
endive, escarole, leeks, lettuce of all types, parsley, peppers and spinach. 
Light supply of cucumbers, eggplant, Indian corn, pickles, squash and 
tomatoes. Harvesting of cranberries is increasing. Good volume of apples. 
Harvesting of soybeans and corn for grain and silage continue. Hay baling 
reported in a few localities. Pasture conditions range from poor to good. 





NEW MEXICO: Most of the farmers across the State were able to take 
advantage of good fall weather as harvest activities progressed rapidly. 
Farmers and ranchers averaged 6.6 days of fieldwork last week. Wheat and 
onion producers continued planting as hay, apple, corn, sorghum, chile and 
cotton harvests continued. Wheat planting was nearing completion, onion 
planting progressed to 66% complete. The fifth and sixth cuttings moved to 
86% and 62% complete, respectively; 3% poor, 40% fair, 44% good, 13% 
excellent. Apples were 85% picked, 88% 1997; condition 8% poor, 28% fair, 
64% good. Corn harvest continued, with 41 percent of the grain in and 95 
percent of silage cut. The overall condition of the corn crop was rated 3% 
poor, 30% fair, 62% good and 5% excellent. Sorghum harvest was gaining 
momentum along the east side of the State. Green chile harvest neared 
completion, with $4% harvested, 98% 1997; red chile was 22% picked, 15% 
1997; as a whole the condition was rated 24% fair, 56% good and 20% 
excellent. Cotton harvest, not yet in full swing, inched forward to 5% 
complete. Lettuce harvest moved to 14% complete. The lettuce crop was 
rated 18% fair, 46% good, 36% excellent. Pecans remained in good 
condition. Cattle and sheep stayed in fair to good . Range and pasture feed 
conditions fell slightly, as topsoil moisture remained steady at 20% very short, 
43% short, and 37% adequate. 





NEW YORK: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.5. Soil moisture 17% short, 
70% adequate and 13% surplus. Pasture condition 4% poor, 19% fair, 67% 
good, 10% excellent. Corn condition 15% fair, 62% good, 23% excellent. 
Silage corn 85% harvested, 65% 1997, 70% avg. Grain corn 30% harvested, 
8% 1997, 11% avg. Third-cutting alfalfa 92% complete, 91% 1997, 91% 
avg. Potato and soybean harvest continues. Apple picking of late varieties 
in full swing. Apple growers along Lake Ontario evacuating unharvested 
production from storm damaged blocks. Concord grape harvest nearly 
complete. Late grape varieties being harvested. Vegetable harvest winding 
down. 





NORTH CAROLINA: Statewide, 5.0 days were suitable for fieldwork. Last 
week's rain improved previously short soil moisture supplies, especially in the 
Mountain Region. These rains will be helpful for the emergence of small grain 
crops. Although above-average temperatures were realized during the week, 
the rains limited fieldwork. Soil moisture remains short in some areas and 
Statewide is rated 5% very short, 30% short, 62% adequate and 3% surplus. 
Activities for the week included: harvesting cotton, peanuts, sweet potatoes 
and sorghum; cutting hay; planting small grains and tending livestock. 





NORTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3. Late-season crop harvest 
was slowed due to wet conditions. Topsoil moisture supplies: 1% very short, 
5% short, 89% adequate, 5% surplus. Subsoil moisture supplies: 1% very 
short, 20% short, 77% adequate, 2% surplus. Late-season crop harvest 
continued at a pace well ahead of average, the most progress was made in 
the sugarbeet harvest. Corn for grain 46% harvested; 27% 1997; 15% 
average; corn for silage 97% chopped; 95% 1997; 91% average; potatoes 
92% dug; 93% 1997; 90% average; soybeans 78% harvested; 90% 1997; 
65% average; sugarbeets 63% lifted; 26% 1997; 51% average; sunflower 
28% harvested; 41% 1997; 18% avg. Corn for grain and sunflower 
conditions improved slightly during the week, while sugarbeets remained 
relatively unchanged. Reports indicated that the late-season crops benefited 
from the hard freeze. Emerged crop : corn for grain 2% very poor, 13% poor, 
24% fair, 53% good, 8% excellent; sugarbeets 3% very poor, 5% poor, 16% 





fair, 46% good, 30% excellent; sunflower 1% very poor, 4% poor, 23% fair, 
58% good, 14% excellent. Pasture conditions were rated 8% very poor, 18% 
poor, 38% fair, 32% good, 4% excellent. Pasture conditions continued to 
improve due to much-needed precipitation. 





OHIO: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.4. Topsoil moisture 3% very short, 
18% short,71% adequate, 8% surplus. Corn harvested for grain 22%, 4% 
1997, 13% avg. Corn harvested for silage 80%; 62 % 1997; 77% avg. 
Soybeans mature 96%, 77% 1997, 91% avg. Soybeans harvested 70%, 
46% 1997, 45% avg. Winter wheat planted 64%, 46% 1997, 48% avg. 
Winter wheat emerged 20%, 8% 1997, 12% avg. Alfalfa hay 87% 4th 
cutting. Other hay 99% 3rd cutting, 89% 1997, 93% avg. Tobacco 6% 
stripped, 2% 1997. Fall, winter apples 76% harvested, 56% 1997, 57% avg. 
Hay 1% very poor, 8% poor, 37% fair, 45% good, 9% excellent. Winter wheat 
0% very poor, 2% poor, 31% fair, 59% good, 8% excellent. Activities 
throughout the State included harvesting fall crops; sowing wheat, rye; 
spreading fertilizer, lime, manure; repairing equipment; prepping fields for 
next year; chopping corn silage; picking pumpkins, digging potatoes; 
pressing cider; cutting firewood; vaccinating,weaning calves; housing, 
Stripping tobacco; constructing conservation practice ponds, wetlands. 
Reported weed pressures that were causing harvesting problems were 
broadieaves, giant ragweed, foxtail, ironweed, thistles, Johnsongrass, 
lambsquarter, goldenrod. Cooler weather has decreased the insect 
population as the only insects reported were beetles, moths. Some deer, bird 
damage was reported in corn. Reported diseases include mildew on 
pumpkins; late blight on tomatoes; mold in soybeans, corn; apple scab. The 
fruit, vegetable crop is reportedly very good, with few exceptions. Some of 
the pumpkin crop in the southern part of the State has suffered due to the dry 
fall. Livestock conditions continue to be good as weather has cooled, rain 
has regenerated some pasture growth. However, many producers are 
feeding hay as pastures are still short due to a dry September. 





OKLAHOMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.2. Topsoil moisture 1% very 
short, 13% short, 81% adequate, 5% surplus. Subsoil moisture 5% very 
short, 29% short, 62% adequate, 4% surplus. Recent cool, wet weather 
boosted soil moisture supplies to the highest level since May. Wheat 88% 
seedbed prepared, 98% 1997, 97% avg. Oats 77% seedbed prepared, 94% 
1997, 95% avg; 55% planted, 35% 1997, 43% avg; 13% up-to-stand, 8% 
1997, 15% avg. Corn 96% harvested, 89% 1997, 85.% avg. Sorghum 7% 
very poor, 7% poor, 12% fair, 74% good. Soybeans 85% mature, 79% 1997, 
71% avg; 48% harvested, 24% 1997, 30% avg. Peanuts 83% mature, 65% 
1997, 68% avg; 14% combined, 9% 1997, 10% avg. Alfalfa hay 7% very 
poor, 12% poor, 41% fair, 38% good, 2% excellent; 76% 4th cutting, 89% 
1997, 93% avg; 13% 5th cutting, 29% 1997, 39% avg. Other hay 33% 2nd 
cutting, 69% 1997, 94% avg. Livestock 3% very poor, 9% poor, 25% fair, 
62% good, 1% excellent. Prices for feeder cattle up $1.00 per cwt. from the 
previous week. 





OREGON: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Topsoil moisture 6% very short, 
39% short, 55% adequate. Subsoil moisture 2% very short, 42% short, 56% 
adequate. Barley planted 13%, 30% 1997, 24% avg. Winter wheat 4% fair, 
96% good; planted 55%, 69% 1997, 58% average; emerged 35%, 31% 
1997, 25% avg. Range and pasture condition 2% very poor, 9% poor, 42% 
fair, 46% good, 1% excellent. Activities: Planting of winter grains continued. 
Willamette Valley field corn harvest winding down and grass seed planting 
nearly finished. Sugarbeet harvest underway in Klamath Basin and Malheur 
Counties and some hay rained on in southeast. Nurseries busy with fall 
sales of balled and burlapped material and container sales. Greenhouses 
busy with fall pansies, mums and working on poinsettia. Easter Lily growers 
active digging bulbs. Cole crops, carrots, squash and pumpkins being 
harvested in Willamette Valley. Salad vegetable, table beets, potatoes, and 
sweet corn harvest winding down and green bean harvest completed. Potato 
harvest continued on Eastside. Willamette Valley hazelnut harvest 
underway, fall copper sprays being applied to tree fruits, and apple and grape 
harvest continued. Rogue River Valley tree fruit harvest nearing completion 
and walnuts being harvested. South coast cranberry harvest underway. 
Milton-Freewater apple harvest continued. Livestock condition good to 
excellent. Eastern and southern range cattle being moved. Fall weaning and 
shipments continued. Willamette Valley pastures continued to green up and 
lessen supplemental feeding. 





PENNSYLVANIA: Days suitable for field work 4.1. Soil moisture 12% very 
short, 27% short, 49% adequate, and 12% surplus. Ensilage corn 
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harvested 84% harvested, 73% 1997, 76% avg. Soybean harvest 12% 
complete, 12% 1997. 11% avg. Soybean crop condition 1% very poor, 4% 
poor, 23% fair, 56% good, 16% excellent. Potato harvest 73% complete, 
76% 1997, 74% avg. Fall plowing 63% complete, 71% 1997, 67% avg. 
Barley planted 70% complete, 76% 1997, 75% avg. Barley emerged 27% 
complete, 48% 1997, average not available. Alfalfa third cutting 95% 
complete, 94% 1997, 93% avg. Alfalfa fourth cutting 67% complete, 66% 
1997, 61% avg. Timothy clover second cutting 97% complete, 100% 1997, 
100% avg. Quality of hay made 0% very poor, 11% poor, 45% fair, 39% 
good, 5% excellent. Grape harvest 60% complete, 44% 1997, 65% avg. 
Apple harvest 69% complete, 64% 1997, 71% avg. Activities: fall plowing; 
cutting hay and haylage; harvesting grapes and apples; harvesting corn, 
soybeans, potatoes and fall vegetables; seeding wheat and barley; filling 
silos; machinery maintenance; fixing fences; hauling manure; seeding cover 
crops; spreading manure; and caring for livestock. 





SOUTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Soil moisture 4% 
very short, 35% short, 60% adequate, 1% surplus. Apples 70% harvested, 
77% 1997, 74% avg; 42% poor, 26% fair, 32% good. Corn 99% harvested, 
96% 1997, 92% avg. Grapes 10% poor, 53% fair, 32% good, 5% excellent. 
Hay 99% cut, 100% 1997, 87% avg. Livestock condition 5% poor, 30% fair, 
61% good, 4% excellent. Oats 10% planted, 23% 1997, 15% avg; 2% 
emerged, 15% 1997, 7% avg. Pasture condition 2% very poor, 8% poor, 
47% fair, 41% good, 2% excellent Peanuts 29% harvested, 43% 1997, 38% 
avg; 14% very poor, 28% poor, 42% fair, 16% good. Pecans 15% harvested, 
13% 1997, 5% avg; 18% poor, 57% fair, 25% good. Rye 15% planted, 24% 
1997, 19% avg; 3% emerged, 11% 1997, 9% avg. Sorghum 80% matured, 
96% 1997, n/a avg; 52% harvested, 76% 1997, n/a avg; 5% very poor, 14% 
poor, 54% fair, 26% good, 1% excellent. Sweet potatoes 40% harvested, 
27% 1997, 27% avg; 5% fair, 90% good, 5% excellent. Tobacco 87% stalks 
destroyed, 93% 1997, 80% avg. Winter grazings 40% planted, 40% 1997, 
36% avg; 25% emerged, 29% 1997, 23% avg; 3% very poor, 7% poor, 39% 
fair, 51% good. Winter Wheat 15% planted, 15% 1997, 7% avg; 3% 
emerged, 3% 1997, 2% avg. 





SOUTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.1. Topsoil moisture 3% 
short, 88% adequate, and 9% surplus. Subsoil moisture 11% short, and 80% 
adequate, 9% surplus. Heavy rains halted row crop harvest early in the week. 
Producers were able to resume harvesting activities late in the week. Heavy 
winds damaged some sunflower fields. Sunflower 5% poor, 8% fair, 67% 
good, 20% excellent, 98% mature, 92% 1997, 89% avg; 51% harvested, 37% 
1997, 26% avg. Sorghum 11% fair, 77% good, 12% excellent. Sorghum 
harvested for silage 91%, 96% 1997, 76% avg. Corn 1% poor, 6% fair, 55% 
good, 38% excellent. Corn harvested for silage 98%, 97% 1997, 87% avg. 
Soybeans 1% poor, 9% fair, 55% good, 35% excellent. Soybeans mature 
99%, 97% 1997, 88% avg. The heavy rains aided soil conditions and winter 
wheat emergence. Winter rye seeded 95%, 98% 1997, 95% avg. Winter rye 
emerged 75%, 89% 1997, 84% avg. Alfalfa 3% poor, 19% fair, 52% good, 
and 26% excellent. Livestock 9% fair, 68% good, 23% excellent. Stock water 
supplies 6% short, 82% adequate, 12% surplus. 





TENNESSEE: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.5. Topsoil moisture 6% very 
short, 32% short, 57% adequate, 5% surplus. Subsoil moisture 9% very 
short, 39% short, 48% adequate, 4% surplus. Corn 95% harvested, 83% 
1997, 80% avg. Burley 93% harvested, 90% 1997, 96% avg.; burley stripped 
25%, 14% 1997, 17% avg. Pastures 17% very poor, 30% poor, 33% fair, 
20% good. Winter wheat 17% seeded, 20% 1997, 22% avg.; 5% poor, 22% 
fair, 63% good, 10% excellent. Moisture received last week provided farmers 
with adequate moisture to continue fall seedings and curing tobacco. Other 
field activities included wrapping-up burley harvest and harvesting late- 
planted corn fields. 





TEXAS: Most areas of State received rain, experienced cooler 
temperatures early week. Warmer weather returned end week, allowing 
fields to dry out. The High Plains did not receive much moisture, result 
fieldwork made good progress. Cooler weather slowed growth of warm 
season grasses, but additional rainfall helped small grains, cool season 
native grasses. Livestock conditions remained good all areas. 

Crops: Small grains: Planting continued High Plains with many dryland 
fields in need of moisture to ensure good emergence. Irrigated fields made 
good progress during week. Emergence improved late week Blacklands, 
Central with additional moisture, warmer weather by late week. Armyworm 
activity slowed with rainfall, cooler weather; however, additional outbreaks are 





expected until first frost occurs. Statewide winter wheat condition rated 43% 
normal compared 63% 1997. Corn: Harvest continued High Plains, was 
completed more fields last week. Cotton: Harvest, additional defoliation 
occurred Plains last week. Cooler temperatures slowed boll opening activity 
early week. Grain sorghum: Harvest continued High Plains last week with 
low yields reported many fields. A few fields left for harvest, baling north- 
central areas. Peanuts: Harvest increased in Plains, north-central with varied 
yields reported. Harvest activity slowed early week south-central by rain. 
Rice: Rain early week slowed final harvest along Upper Coast. Soybeans: 
Harvest increased High Plains last week, good yields reported. Recent rain 
slowed late-variety harvest along Upper Coast, hurt quality. 

Commercial vegetables, fruit and pecans: Rio Grande Valley, early week 
rain slowed fieldwork. San Antonio-Winter Garden, rain slowed planting 
activity in most fields last week. East, sweet potato harvest slow during 
week. Rotting occurred some fields from excessive wet conditions. High 
Plains, harvest continued pumpkins, watermelons, bell peppers. Trans 
Pecos, chili peppers continued make good progress. Pecans: Harvest began 
Blacklands, Hill Country early varieties, increased south. 

Range and livestock:: Cooler temperatures slowed warm season grass 
growth many areas. However, armyworm activity also slowed due rain, cooler 
weather. Armyworm damage expected continued until first good frost many 
areas. Supplemental feeding continued, but much slower rate due improved 
grazing. Stockers continued arriving Plains; however, small grains not 
providing much grazing at this time. 





UTAH: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Topsoil moisture 3% very short, 11% 
short, 86% adequate. Subsoil moisture 3% very short, 11% short, 80% 
adequate, 6% surplus. Pasture and range condition 8% poor, 29% fair, 51% 
good, 12% excellent. Cattle moved from summer range 65%, 58% 1997, 
68% avg. Sheep moved from summer range 68%, 72% 1997, 72% avg. 
Winter wheat seeded 94%, 89% 1997, 87% avg; emerged 64%, 53% 1997, 
57% avg. Corn: in dent stage 91%, 74% 1997, 61% avg; mature 72%, 52% 
1997, 66% avg: harvested for grain 9%, 14% 1997, 19% avg. Corn silage 
harvested 76%, 81% 1997, 80% avg. Alfalfa hay 4th cutting 75%, 47% 
1997, 62% avg. Alfalfa seed harvested 89%, 69% 1997, 70% avg. Onions 
harvested 70%, 71% 1997, 78% avg. Potatoes harvested 69%, 48% 1997, 
59% avg. Apples 40% picked, 54% 1997, 54% avg. Small grain harvest is 
near completion in many counties, some of which reported frost damage. 





VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. Topsoil moisture 18% very 
short, 44% short, 38% adequate. Subsoil moisture 28% very short, 44% 
short, 28% adequate. Corn 74% harvested, 48% 1997, 62% avg; 97% 
harvested for silage, 92% 1997, 92% avg. Cotton 50% harvested, NA% 
1997, NA% avg; 1% very poor, 8% poor, 19% fair, 67% good, 5% excellent. 
Soybeans 59% dropping leaves, 51% 1997, NA% avg; 9% harvested, 6% 
1997, 9% avg; 12% very poor, 23% poor, 33% fair, 29% good, 3% excellent. 
Winter Wheat 12% seeded, NA% 1997, 13% avg. Barley 20% seeded, 29% 
1997, 33% avg. Flue-cured tobacco 88% harvested, 84% 1997, 93% avg. 
Fall Apples 60% harvested, 58% 1997, 72% avg; Winter Apples 28% 
harvested, 19% 1997, 30% avg; Apples 3% very poor, 11% poor, 41% fair, 
38% good, 7% excellent. Pasture 23% very poor, 38% poor, 25% fair, 14% 
good. Widespread rain showers fell throughout the Commonwealth this past 
week. Livestock producers who have not already marketed their feeder cattle 
welcomed the rain as it helped to replenish water supplies for their animals. 
The pastures need additional rain before it is too late to get any real growth. 
Unfortunately most of the damage is already done to the fall forage 
prospects. Due to short pastures and poor hay yields some livestock 
producers have already taken steps to insure adequate feed supplies for 
winter. Some producers have acquired chicken litter or baled peanut and 
soybean hay that they would not normally acquire. Small grain producers 
also welcomed the rain as it was much needed to soften the ground for fall 
plantings. Harvest of soybeans, corn, cotton, and peanuts will be aided by 
the added soil moisture as well. Preliminary reports indicate that some 
soybean producers are experiencing problems with small beans. The 
producers report that the beans had good pod set but never filled out properly 
due to the hot, dry conditions during critical stages of development. Other 
activities for the week included continued feeding and marketing of cattle, 
shelling corn, harvesting of flue tobacco, planting grasses and small grains, 
harvesting squash, milo, cucumbers, snap beans, peppers, late tomatoes, 
pumpkins, and kale, applying lime and fertilizer, defoliating and harvesting of 
cotton. 
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WASHINGTON: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Topsoil moisture 5% very 
short, 37% short; 58% adequate; subsoil moisture 1% very short, 40% short, 
59% adequate. W inter wheat plantings and emergence were slightly behind 
1997, but well ahead of the five-year avg. Cooler weather and scattered 
showers were favorable for seeding winter wheat. Other regions reported 
emerged wheat in good condition, but more rain is needed for good root 
development. Potatoes 69% harvested, 68% 1997, 70% avg. Potatoes, 
10% fair, 90% good. Sugar beet and potato harvests progressed. Mint 
harvest was complete. Buckwheat harvest got underway. Hay and other 
roughage supplies, 10% short, 70% adequate, 20% surplus. Dairy operators 
continued to harvest silage between rain showers, and fourth and fifth cutting 
alfalfa hay production continued. Range and pasture, 18% poor, 52% fair, 
30% good. Cool, dry weather aided fruit harvests. Grape harvest continued. 
Red Delicious and Granny Smith apple harvests continued with lower than 
expected yields. Cranberry harvest, both wet and dry, continued. Vegetable 
harvest wound down. U-pick pumpkin harvest got underway, and 
commercial pumpkin harvest was completed. Christmas tree growers made 
initial harvest preparations. 





WEST VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.8. Topsoil moisture 8% 
very short, 41% short, 51% adequate. Apple harvest 82%, 55% 1997. Hay 
3” cut 83%, 77% 1997, 83% 5-yr avg. Corn condition 9% poor, 39% fair, 
48% good, 4% excellent; Corn dent 86%, 100% 1997; Corn mature 77%, 
74% 1997, 90% 5-yr avg; Corn harvested for grain 35%, 38% 1997, 47% 5- 
yt avg. Soybean condition 3% poor, 43% fair, 49% good, 5% excellent; 
Soybeans 92% dropping leaves, 87% 1997, 93% 5-yr avg; Soybeans 
harvested for grain 34%, 18% 1997, 20% 5-yr avg. Tobacco harvested 
99%, 98% 1997, 99% S5yr avg. Wheat planted 38%, 38% 1997, 36% 5-yr 
avg; Wheat emerged 5%. Cattle 1% poor, 20% fair, 73% good, 6% excellent. 
Sheep 1% poor, 30% fair, 66% good, 3% excellent. 





WISCONSIN: Days suitable for fieldwork: 3.3. Soil moisture: 2% very short, 
21% short, 65% adequate, and 12% surplus. Soybeans harvested: 37%, 





58% 1997, 29% avg. Fourth crop hay harvested: 64%, n/a 1997, n/a avg. 
Corn for silage harvested: 96%, 79% 1997, 71% avg. Much-needed rain fell 
in varying amounts across the State last week, and hampered harvesting 
efforts. This is reflected in the State average of 3.3 days suitable for 
fieldwork. Most of the precipitation fell on the southern third of the State, and 
that area averaged approximately 1.8 days for fieldwork. By comparison, the 
rest of the State observed between 3 and 5 fieldwork days. Although 
harvesting was delayed by the rain, it was a blessing to the winter wheat 
crop. Most of it is now reported to have emerged and is progressing well. 
Both hard and light frosts were observed throughout the upper two-thirds of 
the State, but no significant crop damage has been reported. Fortunately, 
most crops have progressed beyond the point where frost could be a 
problem. Many with soybeans still to harvest are waiting for a good frost to 
dry down the last remaining green stems and weeds. This would make 
combining the beans easier. Potato, cranberry, and apple harvests are 
nearing completion, as is corn harvested for silage. This season, some 
farmers in the northern part of the State made more corn silage than normal 
due to low HAY quantities. Pasture feed conditions: 7% very poor, 9% poor, 
31% fair, 46% good, 7% excellent. 





WYOMING: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.6. Topsoil moisture 13% short, 
84% adequate, 3% surplus. Subsoil moisture 16% short, 84% adequate. 
Winter wheat emerged 97%, 96% 1997, 89% avg. Corn harvested for grain 
15%, 11% 1997, 27% avg.; harvested for silage 93%, 99% 1997, 97% avg. 
Alfalfa third cutting 83%, 68% 1997, 88% avg. Sugarbeets harvested 26%, 
35% 1997, 35% avg. Range and pasture condition 1% very poor, 7% poor, 
21% fair, 61% good, 10% excellent. Corn condition 2% poor, 7% fair, 87% 
good, 4% excellent. Sugarbeet condition 1% poor, 16% fair, 83% good. 
Winter wheat condition 12% fair, 76% good, 12% excellent. Stock water 
supplies 6% short, 94% adequate Cold and wet weather slowed fieldwork 
early last week, but brought up soil moisture supplies. 
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International Weather and Crop Summary 





October 4 - 10, 1998 








HIGHLIGHTS 


FSU-WESTERN: Chronic dryness and unseasonably cold weather 
hampered winter wheat emergence and establishment in eastern 
Ukraine and southern Russia. 


FSU-NEW LANDS: Rain and snow in Russia halted late-season 
spring grain harvesting. 


EUROPE: Wet weather hampered summer crop harvesting but 
provided abundant topsoil moisture for winter grain emergence and 
establishment. 


SOUTH AMERICA: Rain kept mature wheat unfavorably wet in 
southern Brazil, while in central Argentina, rain is needed for 
vegetative to reproductive winter wheat. 


SOUTH ASIA: The southwest monsoon was retreating, keeping 
cotton and oilseeds in the northwest favorably dry. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Rain slowed rice harvesting over much of 
Indochina. 


EASTERN ASIA: Dryness in the North China Plain favored summer 
crop harvests, but rain is needed for winter wheat planting. 


AUSTRALIA: Rain returned to New South Wales, hampering 
summer fieldwork and keeping winter grains unfavorably wet. 


MEXICO: Rains diminished across the Southern Plateau Corn Belt, 
benefiting maturing corn. 
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EUROPE 





Widespread, frequent showers continued to fall across most of Europe, 
slowing summer crop harvesting but providing abundant moisture 
conditions for winter grain emergence and establishment. Greatest 
amounts of rain (50 to more than 100 mm) fell from southeastern 
France eastward through northern Italy into Slovenia, halting corn, 
sorghum, sunflower, and soybean harvesting and causing localized 
flooding. In northern Europe, precipitation amounts ranged from 10 to 
25 mm in England, northern France, the Netherlands, and Belgium, 
slowing summer crop harvesting and winter wheat planting. Typically, 
winter wheat planting begins in these areas in October and extends 
into November. Farther east, moderate rain (17 to 42 mm) fell in 
Germany, disrupting fieldwork. In eastern Europe, widespread light to 
moderate rain (4-24 mm) fell from Poland southward through Hungary 
and Romania into Bulgaria. The precipitation in southeastern Europe 
followed heavy rains in early October, causing further delays in 
summer crop harvesting and winter wheat planting. Weekly 
temperatures averaged 2 to 4 degrees C below normal in western and 


northern Europe and 2 to 4 degrees C above normal in southeastern 
areas. 
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FSU-WESTERN 


Chronic dryness continued over most of eastern Ukraine and southern 
Russia (North Caucasus, lower Volga Valley, and southeastern Black 
Soils Region). While the dryness favored corn, sunflower, and sugar 
beet harvesting in these areas, topsoil moisture remained insufficient 
for winter wheat germination and establishment. In addition, 
unseasonably cold weather prevailed over these areas, further 
hampering crop emergence. In Russia and Ukraine, the area affected 
by prolonged dryness historically accounts for about 60 and 45 percent 
of winter wheat production, respectively. In western and northern 
Ukraine, widespread rain (10-40 mm, with local amounts in excess of 
40 mm) delayed summer crop harvesting but provided topsoil moisture 
for winter wheat emergence and establishment. Scattered showers (5- 
25 mm) continued to fall in northern Russia and Belarus, maintaining 
adequate moisture conditions for vegetative winter grains. Winter 
grains began cold-hardening prior to dormancy in the Baltic States, 
Belarus, and northern Russia, prompted by minimum temperatures that 
fell below freezing (-4 to -8 degrees C). Winter grains in these areas 
usually begin entering dormancy in late-October. Furthermore, sub- 
freezing temperatures (-2 to -5 degrees C), as far south as southern 
Ukraine and the North Caucasus region in Russia, ended the 1998 
growing season. Weekly temperatures averaged 3 to 5 degrees C 
below normal in Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, and the Baltics. 








FSU-NEW LANDS 


Spring grain harvesting was nearing completion in Russia and was 
virtually complete in Kazakstan. In Russia, rain and snow (10-42 mm, 
liquid equivalent) fell in the Urals and northern areas in Western 
Siberia, halting harvest activities. In Kazakstan, unseasonably cool 
weather was accompanied by scattered showers in north-central areas, 
hampering final harvest efforts. Weekly temperatures averaged 2 to 4 
degrees C below normal in Russia and Kazakstan, with extreme 
minimum temperatures ranging from -2 to -8 degrees C. In cotton- 
producing areas of Central Asia, scattered showers (3-21 mm) in 
central and eastern Uzbekistan caused only brief delays in cotton 
harvesting. The first freeze of the season, in cotton areas of western 
Uzbekistan and adjacent areas in Turkmenistan, ended the 1998 
growing season. Extreme minimum temperatures in these areas ranged 
from -1 to -3 degrees C. 








MEXICO 


Following several weeks of adequate to surplus precipitation, rains 
diminished across the Southern Plateau Corn Belt, benefiting maturing 
corn. Corn Belt rainfall totaled less than 35 mm, accompanied by 
temperatures 1 to 2 degrees C above normal. Mostly dry weather 
prevailed across the northwestern half of Mexico, signaling the retreat 
of seasonal rains. In northeastern areas, widespread showers (10-40 
mm, with locally higher totals) brought additional drought relief. 
Locally heavy rain persisted across southeastern Mexico, where as 
much as 100 to 150 mm fell. 
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SOUTH AMERICA 





In Argentina, scattered showers (10-26 mm) benefited vegetative 
winter wheat in southern Buenos Aires. Rainfall was generally light 
(less than 10 mm) elsewhere, including the more northerly wheat areas 
(southern Santa Fe and northern Buenos Aires) that have been 
unfavorably dry for reproductive crops. Topsoil moisture is also 
needed across Argentina for newly planted summer grains and 
oilseeds. However, periods of cool weather (lows in the single digits 
C) kept moisture usage rates at seasonable levels. In southern Brazil, 
locally heavy rain (25-S0 mm or more, locally exceeding 100 mm) 
persisted in primary agricultural areas. Maturing winter wheat 
remained unfavorably wet, raising concerns for crop quality and the 
potential for disease and pest infestations. Long-term moisture levels 
are high, however, for summer crop development. 





EASTERN ASIA 





Warm (temperatures averaging 3-5 degrees C above normal), dry 
weather dominated the North China Plain. These unseasonable 
conditions continued to favor summer crop harvesting, but topsoils 
remained unfavorably dry for winter wheat germination and 
establishment. This general pattern of unseasonable warmth and 
dryness extended into Manchuria and the Korean Peninsula, but 
freezing temperatures dipped as far south as eastern Liaoning. In 
southern China, moderate to heavy rains (25-50 mm or more) slowed 
summer harvests in the Yangtze Valley and along sections of the 
southern Coast, although above-normal temperatures aided late crop 
development. Temperatures were also 2 to 3 degrees C above normal 
throughout Japan, but unlike South Korea, which received dry weather 
vital for typhoon recovery, chronic wetness (25-50 mm or more) 
hampered rice harvests. 





AUSTRALIA 











Light to moderate showers (10-25 mm or more) swept across the 
southeast, reaching as far north as the Darling Downs. The moisture 
was favorable for winter grains in South Australia and Victoria, but in 
New South Wales, the rain kept maturing wheat and barley unusually 
wet. Quality downgrades and disease were a concern. In Queensland, 
somewhat drier weather (10 mm or less, most areas) and seasonable 
temperatures favored winter grain harvests and allowed cotton and 
sorghum planting to progress. Cool, dry weather dominated Western 
Australia, but no freezing temperatures were recorded. In New 
Zealand, moderate to heavy showers (25-50 mm or more) fell in 
western coastal areas, but rainfall over interior and eastern pasture and 
crop areas was mostly light (10 mm or less). 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA 





Moderate to heavy rain (25-SO mm or more, locally 
exceeding 100 mm) slowed rice harvesting across 
Indochina. The heaviest rain, in central and southern 
Vietnam and in south-central Thailand near Bangkok, 
likely resulted in some flooding. Very heavy rain (100-200 
mm or more) covered sections of the Malay Peninsula, 
reaching the northwestern oil palm areas of western 
Malaysia. Drier weather continued elsewhere in western 
Malaysia, but moderate showers (25-50 mm or more) 
continued in the east and throughout Indonesia. The 
rainfall over Java slowed harvests of corn and secondary 
rice but increased moisture reserves for the upcoming 
main-season rice crop. In the Philippines, moderate to 
heavy showers (25-50 mm or more, locally exceeding 100 
mm) continued to increase seasonal moisture reserves 
while slowing transitional seasonal fieldwork. 





SOUTH ASIA 





The southwest monsoon continued its withdrawal from 
Pakistan and northwestern India. As a result, seasonably 
drier weather benefited maturing cotton and oilseeds, 
especially in north-central India. In the east, dry weather 
dominating the primary rice region of eastern India and 
Bangladesh allowed floodwaters to recede at a somewhat 
quicker pace. In addition to benefiting maturing summer 
crops, the recent drying trend over the northern half of the 
region will spur fieldwork in preparation of winter grain 
and oilseed planting. Heavy showers (25-50 mm or more) 
maintained abundant to excessive moisture for summer 
grains, oilseeds, and cotton throughout India’s southern 
interior. Monsoon showers are expected in the south 
through November, providing autumn-planted (rabi) crops 
with their startup moisture. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
October 11 - 17, 1998 


eee heavy rains halted fieldwork in the western 
and central Corn Belt following several days of 
favorable harvest weather. Warm, dry weather continued to 
aid harvest activities in the eastern Corn Belt (corn and 
soybeans) and the Southeast (cotton, peanuts, and soybeans). 
Late in the week, flooding rains (locally in excess of 10 
inches) struck southern and eastern Texas, especially in the 
vicinity of Austin and San Antonio. On the Plains, late- 
week rainfall further delayed winter wheat planting in eastern 
areas, and slowed late wheat planting elsewhere. Topsoils 
remained unfavorably dry, however, in far western portions of 
the central and southern Plains. Cool weather on the 

(Continued on page 3) 
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(Continued from front cover) 

northern Plains slowed winter wheat emergence. Farther west, below-normal 
temperatures prevailed in California for a fourth consecutive week, while heavy snow 
fell in portions of the Intermountain West. Weekly temperatures were generally 2 
to 6°F below normal in California, the Great Basin, the northern Plains, and the 
Northwest. In contrast, readings averaged 2 to 8°F above normal in the Corn Belt 
and the central and southern Plains. 


Departure of Average Temperature from Normal(°F) 
OCT 11 - 17, 1998 











Early in the week, cool weather blanketed the Northwest, while locally heavy 
showers dotted the northern Plains. In California, daily-record lows were set on 
Sunday in locations such as Redding (37°F) and Stockton (41°F). Farther east, 
Williston, ND posted a daily-record rainfall (0.49 inches). Meanwhile, very warm 
air overspread the Southwest, producing consecutive daily-record highs in Tucson, 
AZ (99°F on both October 12 and 13). 


Precipitation returned to New England on Wednesday, less than a week after record 
rains and flooding struck coastal areas. Hartford, CT posted a daily-record rainfall 
(2.11 inches) for October 14. Portland, ME received 1.20 inches on October 14-15, 
boosting their monthly rainfall to 10.12 inches. Meanwhile, a warm, dry pattern 
continued across the Southeast, where New Orleans’ Audubon Park notched a 
record-tying high of 89°F on Thursday. Two days later, highs reached daily-record 
levels in locations such as Jackson, KY (81°F) and Beckley, WV (79°F). 


Late in the week, a strong low-pressure system developed over the Intermountain 
West, tracking slowly eastward onto the central High Plains, then northeastward to 
the western Great Lakes region. Heavy snow developed in parts of the West, 
accumulating to a depth of 15 inches at Brian Head, UT, near Cedar City. In 
Wyoming, October 16-17 snowfall totaled 18.7 inches in Casper and 6.2 inches in 
Lander. Meanwhile, heavy rain arrived across parts of the northern Plains and 
western Corn Belt. In South Dakota, storm-total (October 15-17) rainfall reached 
2.68 inches in Rapid City and 3.50 inches in Aberdeen. As a result, October-record 
precipitation totals were established in Rapid City (4.97 inches, breaking their 1982 
standard by more than 1 inch) and Aberdeen (6.73 inches, eclipsing a 1983 record). 
Farther east, October 14-17 rainfall reached 4.63 inches in Moline, IL and 4.34 
inches in Cedar Rapids, IA. Cold air trailed the storm into the West, producing 
several daily-record lows. On Saturday morning, minima dipped to 12°F in Burns, 
OR, 18°F in Flagstaff, AZ, and 26°F in Boise, ID. 


Torrential rains erupted across southern and 
eastern Texas on Saturday. Austin netted 
6.24 inches, their greatest single-day October 
rainfall since 1925, while 5.17 inches fell in 
College Station. An all-time-record, calendar- 
day total of 11.26 inches inundated San 
Antonio, boosting their monthly rainfall to an 
October-record 13.66 inches. Additional 
rainfall on October 18-19 included 2.48 inches 
in Austin and 4.35 inches in San Antonio, 
raising monthly totals to 12.08 and 18.01 
inches, respectively. In addition, San 
Antonio’s total surpassed their previous 
highest monthly rainfall on record, 15.78 
inches in September 1946. 


GOES-8 IR 
et. 16, 1998 
1:18 am CDT 


Tropical interaction: |n the satellite photo 
above, a developing storm system is 
generating heavy snow in the central 
Rockies and scattered showers across the 
northern Plains and upper Midwest. 
Meanwhile over the eastern Pacific 
Ocean, Tropical Storm Madeline churns 
near the western coast of Mexico. 


A day later, Madeline became a 
hurricane, peaking in strength on October 
18 with maximum sustained winds near 85 
mph. Moisture from Madeline and 
elsewhere in the tropics was drawn into 
the U.S. storm, contributing to the 
excessive rainfall and flooding that struck 
southern and eastern Texas from October 
17-19. 
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NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 


Based on preliminary data 





April 1 - October 17, 1998 


Total Growing Degree Days 
Growing Degree Days Departure from Normal 
April 1 - October 17, 199: 


Last chart for season 














Last chart for season 
Computed to 50 degree F base with daily 
iimaximum temperature limited to 86 
Idegrees F or less and daily minimum to 
50 degrees F or more. 
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| National Weather Data for Selected Cities 
"~~ Weather Data for the Week Ending October 171668 


Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center (301-763-8000 EXT. 7503) and the Southern Regional Climate Center 











TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION Moy, j—_Cmons 


PERCENT TEMP, *F | PRECIP 








STATES 
AND 
STATIONS 


AVERAGE 
282 8 8iwinimum 
FROM NORMAL 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
GREATEST IN 
24-HOUR, IN. 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE Sep 1 
TOTAL, IN, 
SINCE Jan 1 


TOTAL, IN, 
SINCE Sep 1 








AL BIRM INGHAM 


HUNTSVILLE 
MOBILE 
MONTGOMERY 
ANCHORAGE 
BARROW 
FAIRBANKS 
JUNEAU 
KODIAK 
NOME 
FLAGSTAFF 
PHOENIX 
TUCSON 
YUMA 

FORT SMITH 
LITTLE ROCK 
BAKERSFIELD 
EUREKA 
FRESNO 

LOS ANGELES 
REDDING 
SACRAMENTO 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN FRANCISCO 


a 
& 
° 
= 


coco 
ee2e8 
siviteaf 


S38e8a 
Ba 


wo 
“ 


seateeseesalwvene 
& 


aXSSERRKES & OLAEMGE 


&Z 


LELEELELLE ELE (ca 
8 


ERLEELELEELEL LLL perc 


x8 


GRAND JUNCTION 
PUEBLO 
BRIDGEPORT 
HARTFORD 
WASHINGTON 
WILMINGTON 
DAYTONA BEACH 
JACKSONVILLE 
KEY WEST 
MIAMI 
ORLANDO 
PENSACOLA 
TALLAHASSEE 
TAMPA 
WEST PALM BEACH 
GA ATHENS 
ATLANTA 
AUGUSTA 


FSNSSLSSANRXALASSRSRSE 


SBSZ2RZSS 


= 
RFBSISRFENABBSSAY 


888 
83 
23 


SBSITISISFSISISSSSERLKVSERKRSaRSSELSELLSSAReE RRS 


an 


SAVANNAH 
HILO 
HONOLULU 
KAHULUI 
UHUE 

BOISE 
LEWISTON 
POCATELLO 
CHICAGO/O'HARE 
MOLINE 
PEORIA 
ROCKFORD 
SPRINGFIELD 
EVANSVILLE 
FORT WAYNE 
INDIANAPOLIS 
SOUTH BEND 
BURLINGTON 


S@ISSSRRRSSASBIY 


eReSigeeeirz 


Resa 




















& 
0 
0 
t) 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
§ 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
tt) 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
VY) 


2 
§ 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
7 
7 
2 
1 
5 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
1 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
3 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
0 
i) 
tt) 
0 


aa SS RASS RSS ereGesereurtaaranscsvactedaecsssaeeurcssatestaecnasrenescuess qo 
r evare 
Ce ee = <= RP Ah eh SAA OO 408600 >- RAED eH ESE MS ERED ROME a Ba add 
2838 


RESSLSRSSLSSLSSRLISSHASSSISSSeseRsesseexsseseexazese 
SSRSERERISESSLATSESSERLBRRVARSSSERSSALZSSSSSIRBAG 


EVUSLESSSSSSLILLSSLAUSSsSr2YYAXSRSLRE 


SB2SRKSESESKESEPSKFRHERR ARP SASNBY 


















































Based on 1961-90 normais 





October 20, 1998 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 





Weather Data for the Week Ending October 17, 1998 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending October 17, 1998 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


Above-normal temperatures east of the Rocky 
Mountains aided ripening of late-developing crops 
in the Corn Belt and across the South from the 
southern Great Plains to the southern Atlantic 
Coastal Plains region. Dry weather from the 
Mississippi and Ohio Valleys eastward provided 
nearly ideal harvest conditions. A band of rain 
extending from southern Texas northward along 


the eastern edge of the Great Plains and into the 
central Corn Belt delayed harvest activites late in 
the week. Dry conditions in the High Plains aided 
harvest efforts and allowed winter wheat seeding 
to continue. Temperatures were below normal 
along the Pacific coast, but late-pianted crops 
continued to mature and harvest activities 
maintained a steady pace. 





Corn: The Nation’s corn harvest continued to advance more than 
1 week ahead of the 5-year average, with 57 percent harvested, 
compared with the normal 38 percent. Heavy rainfall in northern 
Illinois and eastern Iowa hampered progress in the central Corn 
Belt, while dry weather aided progress in the western and eastern 
Corn Belt. Growers made steady progress in eastern South Dakota 
and southern Minnesota, despite scattered rains. Harvest was 
nearly complete in the Southeast and southern Plains. 


Soybeans: Seventy-one percent of the Nation’s soybeans have 
been harvested, compared with 64 percent normally harvested by 
this date. Rain and soggy conditions hampered harvest efforts in 
the central Corn Belt late in the week. Most of the western and 
eastern Corn Belt and the Mississippi Delta remained dry, and 
harvest activities continued unhindered. In the Southeast, the 
harvest pace gained momentum as above-normal temperatures 
quickly ripened fields and dry weather provided ideal harvest 
conditions. 


Cotton: The Nation’s cotton crop continued to ripen slightly 
ahead of the 5-year average, with bolls opening on 96 percent of 
the crop, compared with the 91 percent normal rate. Development 
was slightly behind normal in many areas of the Southeast, but 
well ahead of normal in the southern Plains, especially in 
Oklahoma, where development was 25 percentage points ahead of 
the 5-year average. Harvest progress reached 51 percent, more 
than 1 week ahead of the normal pace. Dry conditions aided 
progress from the lower Mississippi Valley eastward to the 
southern Atlantic Coastal Plains region. Cotton growers in North 
Carolina harvested one-fourth of their crop. In the Southwest, 
harvest lagged due to the lateness of the crop, especially in 
California, where the harvest was just beginning. 


Winter Wheat: Planting progressed to 75 percent and emerged 
to 50 percent. Dry weather allowed growers in the central and 
southern Great Plains to make substantial planting progress; 
however, planting continued to lag well behind the 5-year average. 


Dry weather also assisted progress in the southern and eastern 
Corn Belt. Progress was ahead of normal in Ohio, but remained 
slightly behind the 5-year average in Illinois. Planting operations 
were just beginning in the Southeast and Southwest, and began to 
gain momentum in the Mississippi Delta. Emergence lagged in 
the central and southern Plains due to the slow planting pace. In 
the northern Great Plains, rain boosted emergence, while early 
planting accounted for rapid emergence in the northern Rocky 
Mountains and Pacific Northwest. 


Rice: Harvest progressed to 93 percent complete, compared with 
the normal pace of 91 percent. Growers along the western Gulf 
coast and in the northern Mississippi Delta regions were virtually 
finished with harvesting. In California, harvest activity slowed 
from the previous week’s rapid pace, but continued at a good rate, 
advancing 15 percentage points. 


Sorghum: Ninety-six percent of the crop has reached maturity, 
compared with 91 percent normally mature by this date. Warm 
weather aided ripening in the central and southern High Plains, 
where the crop was less advanced. The harvest pace continued to 
gain momentum, advancing 14 percentage points to 63 percent, 
ahead of the 56 percent average. In the central and southern Great 
Plains, harvest activity was limited by rain, except in the High 
Plains and western Corn Belt, where dry conditions prevailed. 
Nebraska growers harvested nearly 40 percent of their sorghum. 
Harvest was virtually complete in most areas of the Mississippi 
Delta States. 


Peanuts: Harvest activity increased, advancing 19 percentage 
points to 57 percent complete, but remained slightly behind the 
normal pace. Progress was aided by dry weather in the Southeast, 
but remained well behind normal along the eastern Gulf coast 
region, except in Florida, where harvest progress was well ahead 
of normal. Late-week rains halted harvest operations in the 
southern Texas coastal plains, while dry weather aided harvest 
in Oklahoma. 
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Crop Progress and Condition 
Week Ending October 18, 1998 
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Crop Progress and Condition 





Week Ending October 18, 1998 
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Sea surface temperatures, mean (top) and departures from average 
(bottom) for September 1998. Contour interval is 1°C. Departures 
from average are computed based on the 1950-1979 adjusted OI 
climatology (Reynolds and Smith 1995, J. Climate, 8, 1571-1583). 
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F - Fair * . Revised 


La Nina Update, October 14, 1998 


Weak cold episode conditions continued in the tropical 
Pacific during September. Monthly averaged sea surface 
temperatures (SSTs) were 1°C below normal along the 
equator from 170°W eastward to near 100°W, with 
departures of more than -2°C at 140°W (see Figure). The 
pattern of anomalous precipitation, as inferred from the 
anomalous outgoing longwave radiation (OLR), is 
consistent with the cold episode conditions. Enhanced 
convection was observed over the eastern Indian Ocean, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, and the Philippines, while suppressed 
convection was observed over the western and central 
equatorial Pacific. Consistent with these features, the SOI 
was again positive (+1.2), primarily due to substantially 
above normal pressure at Tahiti. 


During early September, the low-level easterlies weakened 
and SSTs increased briefly throughout the equatorial 
Pacific. This was followed by an intensification of the 
easterlies and a strengthening of negative SST anomalies 
during the last half of the month. This variability in the low- 
level winds and SSTs was associated with variations in the 
global pattern of 200-hPa velocity potential, which may be 
linked to an increase in 30-60 day (Madden-Julian) 
oscillation activity. 


The latest NCEP coupled model predictions indicate strengthening cold episode conditions in the tropical Pacific during the remainder of 1998, 
with moderate cold episode conditions continuing through March-May 1999. Other statistical and coupled model forecasts indicate a similar 


evolution. 


Weekly updates for SST, 850-hPa wind, and OLR are available on the Climate Prediction Center homepage at: http://nic.fo4.noaa.gov (Weekly 


Update). 
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State Agricultural Summaries 





These summaries, issued weekly through the summer growing season, provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a national scale. 
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 
Weather Service. The crop weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS Home Page on the World Wide Web at 


http://www.usda.gov/nass/ or from JAWF at http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/jawf. 


ALABAMA. Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. Topsoil moisture 8% very 
short, 39% short, 50% adequate, 3% surplus. Drier weather allowed 
farmers in the southern part of the State to resume harvest. Continued 
dry conditions in northern regions kept harvest well ahead of schedule. 
Cotton bolls opened 94%, 95% 1997, 91% avg.; harvested 55%, 35% 
1997, 44% avg. Soybeans dropping leaves 89%, 90% 1997, 77% avg.; 
harvested 35%, 35% 1997, 25% avg. Peanuts dug 63%, 96% 1997, 
86% avg.; combined 50%, 92% 1997, 79% avg. Cotton 15% very poor, 
15% poor, 37% fair, 25% good, 8% excellent. Soybean 8% very poor, 
48% poor, 34% fair, 9% good, 1% excellent. Peanut 6% very poor, 31% 
poor, 36% fair, 26% good, 1% excellent. Livestock 4% very poor, 13%, 
poor, 57% fair, 24% good, 2% excellent. Pasture feed 5% very poor, 
24% poor, 42% fair, 27% good, 2% excellent. 





ARIZONA: Cotton harvest is well underway but is still about 2 weeks 
behind 1997, avg. Some reporters stated that early cotton harvest 
yields were about average for their areas. Alfalfa harvest activity 22% 
not being harvested, 55% moderate, 23% active; improved from the 
previous week. Condition was reported as 4% poor, 19% fair, 54% 
good, 23% excellent. Light sheeping off was reported in a few areas. 
Last week, central area growers continued to harvest cantaloupes, 
green onions, honeydews, head lettuce, mixed greens, watermelons, 
while eastern producers shipped gold, red delicious apples, Granny 
Smith apples, chili peppers, head lettuce, a steady volume of pumpkins. 
Western, central citrus groves harvested lemons. 





ARKANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Soil moisture 1% very 
short, 17% short, 79% adequate, 3% surplus. Temperatures above 
normal for the past week, precipitation was above normal at many 
locations. Reporting stations, with less than normal rainfall, were mostly 
in the east, south. Main farming activities included harvesting soybeans, 
cotton, planting wheat. Other farm activities included over seeding, 
fertilizing pastures, finishing up the rice harvest, armyworm control in 
pastures. Crop development continued ahead of the 5-year average in 
most categories due to hot, dry conditions that prevailed during the 
crop’s earlier development stages. In addition, crop development 
continues to progress nearly a week ahead of last year’s crop in most 
categories. There have also been reports of armyworms attacking 
wheat. Producers continue to wean, market cattle from their herds, and 
are still feeding hay in some instances. In addition, some producers 
sold cattle early due to poor pasture conditions. Alfalfa 5% very poor, 
32% poor, 43% fair, 10% good, 0% excellent. Other hay 5% very poor, 
22% poor, 43% fair, 26% good, 4% excellent. Range, pasture feed 10% 
very poor, 23% poor, 40% fair, 23% good, 4% excellent. 





CALIFORNIA: Field activities progressed normally under favorable 
conditions in most areas. Seedbed preparation for planting small grains, 
forage crops was ongoing. Seeding of winter forages continued, wheat 
planting began in some locations. San Joaquin, Sacramento Valleys 
cotton defoliation was active,, although some cotton bolls remained 
unopened due to cool weather. Limited harvest on early-seeded cotton 
fields was underway in the San Joaquin Valley, while cotton harvest was 
in full swing in the desert areas. Corn for grain, silage, dry beans, sugar 
beets were harvested. Some sugarbeet fields were treated for worms, 
some harvested fields were being prepared for next year’s crop. Dry 
bean crop field residue was baled for dairy feed in the central San 
Joaquin Valley. Alfalfa fields were sprayed for weeds. Alfalfa, sudan 
grass were cut for hay or green chopped. A few late fields of seed 
alfalfa were harvested, stubble was immediately burned to control insect 





migrations. Rice harvest continued at a moderate pace due to high- 
moisture content. Harvest of grapes for fresh use continued in the San 
Joaquin Valley. Emperor, fantasy seedless, red globe, ruby seedless 
were the major varieties being harvested. Thompson seedless variety 
grapes were harvested for fresh, raisin and wine uses. About 22% of 
the raisin crop was on open trays, 19% rolled, 59% picked up. Cool 
weather has slowed the drying process. Harvest of grapes for wine was 
also active. Late-variety stone fruit picking was nearly completed. Fuji, 
Granny Smith apple picking was active. Fig, olive, persimmon, 
pomegranate harvests continued. Kiwifruit picking was active; fruit was 
of good quality, small. Almond, pistachio, walnut harvests continued. 
Valencia orange picking was progressing slowly. New crop navel 
oranges were maturing, with small-sized fruit. Lemon, grapefruit picking 
was ongoing. Fall season strawberry harvest continued. Harvest of 
potatoes, bell peppers, pumpkins, cucumbers was ongoing. Tomato 
harvest was completed in the northern end of the Sacramento Valley. 
High winds in the central, northern areas adversely affected the harvest 
of some crops, especially beans. Honeydew, watermelon harvests 
came to a close in the Sacramento Valley, cantaloupe harvest was 
nearly complete. Sweet corn harvest was winding down. Lettuce was 
being harvested in the central coast area, as well as in the San Joaquin 
Valley. Additional vegetable crops harvested included fresh, processing 
onions, eggplant, sweet corn, green beans, squash, radishes, sweet 
potatoes, bitter melon (fruit, leaves) beets. Fall lettuce crops were 
progressing well. Broccoli, cauliflower crops were making good 
progress in the southern San Joaquin Valley. Spinach was still being 
planted for early spring harvest. Garlic, carrot, onion, potato, broccoli, 
cauliflower, lettuce fields were planted in central, southern counties. 
Pasture, rangeland conditions were mostly fair, except along the north 
coast. New season grass growth had not yet begun in most central, 
northern foothill areas. Dry feed, stock water supplies continued to be 
very good due to heavy spring, summer rains. Livestock were in 
generally good condition. There was some early movement of stock 
cows to winter pastures; most were being supplemented. A growing 
number of calves, stocker weight cattle were going into feediots or hay 
lots. Mild, dry weather was beneficial for dairy cattie. 





COLORADO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Topsoil moisture 13% 
very short, 28% short, 56% adequate, 3% surplus. Subsoil moisture 
11% very short, 22% short, 64% adequate 3% surplus. Week was 
generally favorable for harvest activities. A quick-moving cold front 
passed through the State at the end of the week, with a rain/hail storm 
along the front range, moderate to heavy snow in the mountains, a 
freeze advisory for the eastern plains. Dry onions 98% harvested, 98% 
1997, 95% avg. Sugar beets 44% harvested, 30% 1997, 39% avg.; 1% 
very poor, 4% poor, 5% fair, 48% good, 42% excellent. Summer 
potatoes 99% harvested, 99% 1997, 98% avg. Fall potatoes 98% 
harvested, 99% 1997, 94% avg. Dry beans 100% cut, 98% 1997, 97% 
avg.; 98% threshed, 89% 1997, 93% avg. Alfalfa 94% 3rd cutting, 98% 
1997, 92% avg.; 53% 4th cutting, 62% 1997, 49% avg.; 2% very poor, 
4% poor, 28% fair, 50% good, 16% excellent. Pasture, range feed in 
mostly fair to good condition. Livestock being moved to graze crop 
residues as harvest is completed. 





DELAWARE: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil moisture 31% 
short, 69% adequate. Subsoil moisture 7% very short, 33% short, 60% 
adequate. Barley 23% fair, 75% good, 2% excellent; 60% planted, 74% 
1997, 61% avg. Wheat 3% fair, 94% good, 3% excellent; 12% planted, 
20% 1997, 17% avg. Soybeans 72% shedding leaves, 71% 1997, 75% 
avg.; 14% harvested, 16% 1997, 18% avg. Field corn 95% mature, 
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92% 1997, 98% avg.; 73% combined, 51% 1997, 70% avg. Apples 
94% harvested, 96% 1997, 92% avg. Sorghum 40% harvested, 11% 
1997, 17% avg. Alfalfa hay 94% 4th cutting, 96% 1997, 89% avg.; 20% 
5th cutting, 22% 1997, 25% avg. Other hay 66% 4th cutting, 92% 
1997, 55% avg. Hay supplies 10% short, 90% adequate. Pasture feed 
4% poor, 30% fair, 66% good. Activities: Dry weather for week allowed 
for more harvesting of corn, beans, sorghum. Apple harvest near 
completion; small grain seedings continued. 





FLORIDA: Topsoil moisture mostly adequate, scattered areas short 
or surplus. Haying active. Tobacco marketing winding down, last 
market day 20th. Cotton, peanut, soybean harvests active. Sugarcane 
harvest starting. Sugarcane planting active. Peanut acreage for nuts 
67% harvested. Cooler weather aided vegetable development. Major 
vegetables shipped included snap beans, sweet corn, cucumbers, 
eggplant, peppers, pickles, squash, tomatoes, watermelons. Normal 
October week, citrus area few showers, some irrigation on high sand 
hills, new growth slowing, new crop fruit sizing in well-cared-for groves. 
Maturity testing continues. Fresh fruit packing houses increasing early 
fruit shipments. Few processing plants receiving packing house 
eliminations. Caretakers cutting cover crops, completing spraying, 
fertilizing. Pasture feed fair 60%, good 40%. Cattle fair 35%, good 
65%. North small grains planted for winter grazing started to emerge. 
West-central grass growth slow. Armyworms sstill problem. 
Southwest,some ranchers cutting pasture weeds. Statewide, cattle, 
calves, fair to good condition. 





GEORGIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Soil moisture 3% very 
short, 25% short, 68% adequate, 4% surplus. Cotton 9% very poor, 
26% poor, 38% fair, 24% good, 3% excellent. Hay 9% very poor, 21% 
poor, 37% fair, 31% good, 2% excellent. Peanuts 5% very poor, 15% 
poor, 36% fair, 38% good, 6% excellent; 81% dug, 93% 1997, 90% avg. 
Rye 49% planted, 45% 1997, 43% avg. Sorghum 69% harvested for 
grain, 66% 1997, 68% avg. Soybeans 22% very poor, 28% poor, 33% 
fair, 16% good, 1% excellent; 80% dropping leaves, 88% 1997, 85% 
avg. Wheat 1% poor, 26% fair, 70% good, 3% excellent. Other small 
grains 26% planted, 30% 1997, 29% avg. Apples 88% harvested, 86% 
1997, 88% avg. Pecans 14% very poor, 24% poor, 46% fair, 15% 
good, 1% excellent; 10% harvested, 9% 1997, 8% avg. Cool, dry 
weather conditions across the State enabled farmers to make good 
harvesting progress. Extreme northwestern localities in need of rain. 
Corn harvesting underway in some northern areas. Cotton, peanut 
harvest extremely active. Boll rot, hard lock bolls a problem in some 
areas. Defoliating cotton continues. Peanut digging made significant 
progress, still trails more than a week behind last year, average. 
Armyworms remain visible in some pasture, hay fields. Other activities 
include harvesting soybeans, sorghum, pecans, cutting, baling hay, 
planting fall vegetables, general maintenance field equipment. 





HAWAII: Cloudy skies, localized, heavy showers provided fair 
conditions for agriculture. Most of the heavy showers fell in the 
windward areas of the southern islands. Immediate losses were light, 
farmers spraying to prevent disease outbreaks. Banana orchards in fair 
to good condition. Production steady, meeting market demand. howery 
weather not favorable for papaya orchards. praying intensified, crop 
progress slowed. ead cabbage production steady, quality good. 
Tomato, cucumber production light, crop condition fair to good. 





IDAHO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil moisture 71% 
adequate, 29% short. Snowfall in low elevations slows potato, sugar 
beet harvest. Temperatures remain below normal. Irrigation supply 
23% excellent, 64% good, 8% fair, 4% poor, 1% very poor. Dry beans 
harvested 98%, 1997 99%, avg. 96%. Onions harvested 88%, 1997 
98%, avg. 97%. Prunes, plums harvested 100%, 1997 100%, avg. 
100%. Apples harvested 42%, 1997 69%, avg. 68%. Potatoes 
harvested 83%, 1997 82%, avg. 85%. Corn harvested for silage 93%, 





1997 96%, avg. 90%. Corn harvested for grain 19%, 1997 19%, avg. 
20%. Sugar beets harvested 34%, 1997 34%, avg. 35%. Activities: Fall 
ground preparation, planting winter wheat, wrapping up fall harvest, 
winterizing sprinkler systems, moving livestock off of summer range. 





ILLINOIS: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Topsoil moisture 2% very 
short, 12% short, 85% adequate, 1% surplus. Farmers took advantage 
of the nice fall weather last week, continued harvesting corn, soybeans. 
Soybeans harvested last week represents the highest increase in 
acreage harvested for this time period on record. Winter wheat seeding 
is in full swing. Corn mature 99%, 97% 1997, 98% avg. Soybeans 
shedding leaves 97%, 99% 1997, 98% avg. 





INDIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil moisture 7% very 
short, 29% short, 62% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil moisture 12% 
very short, 33% short, 54% adequate, 1% surplus. Farmers had a good 
week for harvest. Dry weather allowed soybean harvest to advance 
18%, corn 15%. Wheat seeding fell behind average despite making 
good progress during the past week. Tobacco harvest 97% complete, 
94% 1997, 99% avg. Range, pasture feed 8% very poor, 22% poor, 
44% fair, 25% good, 1% excellent. Activities: Harvesting corn, 
soybeans, seeding winter wheat, harvesting tobacco, caring for 
livestock. 





IOWA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7. Topsoil moisture very short 
2%, short 15%, adequate 67%, surplus 16%. Subsoil moisture very 
short 5%, short 24%, adequate 62%, surplus 9%. Soybean harvest 
progressing rapidly, wrapping up in northwest, north-central areas. 
Grain storage getting tight in some areas. Rain, hail delaying harvest, 
damaged some fields in central two-thirds of State. Corn acreage 
harvested 52%, 45% 1997, 32% avg. Percentage moisture of all field 
corm averaged 20%; harvested corn averaged 18%. Corn lodging 37% 
none, 44% light, 15% moderate, 4% heavy; corn ear droppage 51% 
none, 37% light, 11% moderate, 1% heavy. Soybean acreage harvested 
87%, 93% 1997, 81% avg. Soybeans lodging 55% none, 33% light, 
10% moderate, 2% heavy; shattering 50% none, 37% light, 10% 
moderate, 3% heavy. Winter wheat planted 62%, 83% 1997, 77% avg. 
Completion of 1999 row crop fall tillage 9%, 10% 1997, 10% avg.; fall 
fertilizer applied 6%, 10% 1997, 9% avg. Livestock generally in good 
condition. Pasture feed improved, 2% very poor, 12% poor, 29% fair, 
43% good, 14% excellent. 





KANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7. Topsoil moisture 1% very 
short, 8% short, 81% adequate, 9% surplus. Subsoil moisture 12% 
short, 86% adequate, 2% surplus. Fall harvest ahead of schedule, 
wheat seeding behind normal progress. Wheat 1% very poor, 4% poor, 
21% fair, 69% good, 5% excellent. Sorghum 1% very poor, 5% poor, 
21% fair, 57% good, 16% excellent. Soybean 1% very poor, 8% poor, 
32% fair, 45% good, 14% excellent. Sunflowers mature 95%, 96% 
1997, NA avg.; harvested 77%, 49% 1997, NA avg. Major field 
activities were seeding wheat, harvesting grain. Pasture feed 1% very 
poor, 10% poor, 31% fair, 53% good, 5% excellent. Stock water 
supplies 6% short, 92% adequate, 2% surplus. Cattle being moved to 
crop stubble, feediots. Producers busy with fall calving, weaning, 
marketing calves, yearlings. 





KENTUCKY: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Topsoil moisture 12% 
very short, 49% short, 38% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil moisture 
23% very short, 43% short, 34% adequate. Temperatures 61°, 3° above 
normal. Rainfall 0.21 in., 0.45 in. below normal. Rain heaviest in west, 
decreased eastward. Soybeans shedding leaves 96%, 86% 1997, 87% 
avg. Late tobacco still being cut, housed. Cooler weather improved 
moisture in air helped tobacco curing, improved color of some earlier 
cured tobacco. Condition housed tobacco 2% very poor, 15% poor, 
42% fair, 32% good, 9% excellent. Burley stripped 15%, 10% 1997, 
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13% avg. Waiting for tobacco to come into case so that stripping can 
continue. Winter wheat 48% seeded, 47% 1997, 46% avg. Pasture 
feed 11% very poor, 28% poor, 45% fair, 15% good, 1% excellent. 
Some farmers pasturing cattle, while others feeding hay. Some farmers 
hauling water for livestock. 





LOUISIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Soil moisture 1% very 
short, 22% short, 72% adequate, 5% surplus. Hay 88% final cutting, 
99% 1997, 95% avg. Pecans 7% very poor, 21% poor, 41% fair, 24% 
good, 7% excellent; 10% harvested, 15% 1997, 9% avg. Rice harvest 
is complete. Soybeans 100% turning color, 100% 1997, 98% avg., 98% 
leaves shedding, 97% 1997, 93% avg. Some producers plowed 
soybeans under due to low yields, excessive insect damage. Sugarcane 
3% very poor, 12% poor, 27% fair, 41% good, 17% excellent; 96% 
planted, 100% 1997, 98% avg., 8% harvested, 17% 1997, 13% avg. 
Sweet potatoes 70% harvested, 77% 1997, 72% avg.; harvest continues 
with soft spots on potatoes still being reported. Wheat 28% planted, 
23% 1997, 14% avg.; 16% emerged, 5% 1997, 5% avg. Livestock 2% 
very poor, 11% poor, 40% fair, 41% good, 6% excellent. Livestock 
continue to be stressed by mosquitos. Vegetables 4% very poor, 20% 
poor, 43% fair, 30% good, 3% excellent. Pasture conditions have 
improved. Cooler temperatures have reduced armyworm populations in 
pastures. 





MARYLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Topsoil moisture 10% 
very short, 33% short, 54% adequate, 3% surplus. Subsoil moisture 
19% very short, 42% short, 37% adequate, 2% surplus. Bariey 9% very 
poor, 13% poor, 16% fair, 50% good, 12% excellent; 69% planted, 65% 
1997, 70% avg. Rye 8% poor, 36% fair, 47% good, 9% excellent; 50% 
planted, 55% 1997, 53% avg. Wheat 5% poor, 24% fair, 49% good, 
22% excellent; 38% planted, 27% 1997, 31% avg. Field corn 75% 
combined, 44% 1997, 65% average. Soybeans 90% shedding leaves, 
81% 1997, 83% avg.; 35% harvested, 21% 1997, 23% avg. Sorghum 
38% harvested, 24% 1997, 32% avg. Pastures feed 10% very poor, 
21% poor, 25% fair, 36% good, 8% excellent. Apples 79% harvested, 
78% 1997, 77% avg. Other hay 4th cutting 90% harvested, 77% 1997, 
63% avg. Alfalfa hay 94% 4th cutting, 85% 1997, 91% avg.; 38% 5th 
Cutting, 29% 1997, 36% avg. Hay supplies 6% very short, 21% short, 
61% adequate, 12% surplus. Activities: Seeding of small grains, 
continued harvesting of corn, soybeans, sorghum, hay, stripping 
tobacco. 





MICHIGAN: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil moisture 4% very 
short, 30% short, 65% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil moisture 18% 
very short, 42% short, 40% adequate. Hay 4th cutting 56%, 66% 1997, 
58% avg. Soybeans mature 98%, 93% 1997, 92% avg. Most of State, 
except for southeast quarter, received some rain this past week. Only 
western tip of Upper Peninsula, area around Grand Rapids, Muskegon 
received more than an inch of rain. Temperatures 2 to 4 degrees F 
above normal for week. Limited sugar beet harvest continued. Harvest 
halted on 17th when temperatures reached lower 70's degrees F. Full 
harvest for all areas expected to begin this week. Most other fieldwork 
in sugar beet growing areas completed. Corn harvest about 3 weeks 
ahead of 5-year average, at least 4 weeks ahead of 1997. Practically all 
soybeans including those double cropped have reached maturity, some 
areas are hoping for a freeze to take out last of green. Winter wheat 
planting continued although some areas still too dry for emergence. 
Apple harvest was nearing completion. Substantial portion of juice 
apples will go unharvested due to low prices. Carrot, onion, pumpkin 
harvests continued. Winter squash volume was steady. 





MINNESOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.7. Topsoil moisture 1% 
very short, 9% short, 74% adequate, 16% surplus. Soybeans 12% 
moisture content, 11% 1997, 13% avg.; 51% stubble worked, 65% 
1997, 39% avg. Potatoes 92% harvested, 95% 1997, 92% avg. Sugar 
beets 77% harvested, 65% 1997, 76% avg. Sunflowers 44% harvested, 





44% 1997, 53% avg. Corn 18% moisture content, 20% 1997, 25% 
avg.; stubble worked 24%, 22% 1997, 13% avg. Pasture feed 4% very 
poor, 21% poor, 38% fair, 33% good, 4% excellent. Two consecutive 
weeks of above-normal precipitation have hampered harvesting efforts 
across the State. Statewide precipitation 2.33 in. is the largest weekly 
total of the year. 





MISSISSIPPI: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Soil moisture 13% very 
short, 43% short, 43% adequate, 1% surplus. Cotton 87% harvested, 
57% 1997, 63% avg. Rice 98% harvested, 96% 1997, 94% avg. 
Soybeans 100% shedding leaves, 91% 1997, 87% avg.; 82% 
harvested, 67% 1997, 56% avg. Sweet potatoes 70% harvested, 63% 
1997, 73% avg.; 1% very poor, 10% poor, 40% fair, 47% good, 2% 
excellent. Wheat 45% planted, 36% 1997, 35% avg.; 26% emerged, 
9% 1997, 8% avg.; 3% very poor, 22% poor, 44% fair, 30% good, 1% 
excellent. Peanuts 85% harvested, 93% 1997, NA avg.; 4% poor, 20% 
fair, 61% good, 15% excellent. Cattle 4% very poor, 8% poor, 33% fair, 
47% good, 8% excellent. Pasture feed 8% very poor, 24% poor, 38% 
fair, 27% good, 3% excellent. Activities: Fair, dry weather continue to 
allow for early cotton, soybean harvests. 





MISSOURI: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Topsoil moisture 4% 
short, 68% adequate, 28% surplus. Wettest areas are west central, 
northeast districts at 40% surplus. Ground intended for next year’s 
spring crops that has been worked at least once (excluding no-till) 11%, 
16% 1997, 9% avg. Corn harvesting continues to be most advanced for 
this date since 1991. Corn harvest least advanced northeast district 
43%, northwest 53%, due to late plantings, wet harvest weather. 
Soybeans mature 86%, 88% 1997, 79% avg.; harvest most advanced 
in northeast, east-central districts at 60%, least advanced west-central 
38%, southeast 44% due to more double crop acres as well as weather 
delays. Sorghum harvest most advanced in southwest 87%, southeast 
95%, while north- central, central least advanced at 35%. Wheat 
planting most advanced in Bootheel at 49%, followed by northwest 37%, 
east-central 35%, least advanced west-central, central 20%. Cotton 
harvest about 5 days behind normal. Pasture feed 1% very poor, 6% 
poor, 31% fair, 53% good, 9% excellent. 





MONTANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.1. Topsoil moisture 6% very 
short, 30% short, 63% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil moisture 8% 
very short, 48% short, 44% adequate. Conditions at beginning of week 
were cooler with temps mostly in the 50's, 60's degrees F, cooled off 
16th. Higher elevations received small amounts of snow. Much-needed 
moisture was prevalent over most of the eastern part of the State, as 
some areas reported receiving as much as 1.90 inches of rain. Corn 
harvested for silage 99%, 99% 1997, 96% avg. Dry beans harvested 
100%, 99% 1997, 95% avg. Sugar beets harvested 56%, 72% 1997, 
63% avg. Potatoes harvested 81%, 80% 1997, 77% avg. Winter wheat 
6% poor, 39% fair, 46% good, 9% excellent. Range, pasture remains 
in mostly fair to good condition. Precipitation improved range conditions 
slightly, colder weather the past couple of weeks across the State has 
stopped the growth of grass. Ranchers have moved 70% of the cattle, 
77% of the sheep off summer pastures, compared with a 5-year average 
of 56% of the cattle, 64% of sheep moved off by this time. 





NEBRASKA: __sDays suitable for fieldwork 6.3, allowed significant 
harvest progress. Topsoil moisture 2% very short, 17% short, 80% 
adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil moisture 5% very short, 22% short, 
72% adequate, 1% surplus. Corn harvest 63%, nearly 2 weeks ahead 
of 41% 1997, 31% avg. Soybean harvest 78%, 77% 1997, 78% avg. 
Sorghum harvest jumped to 60%, 51% 1997, 37% avg. Dry beans 
harvested 96%, 98% 1997, 97% avg. Alfalfa 3% poor, 31% fair, 62% 
good, 4% excellent; 4rd cutting 94%, 82% 1998, 84% avg. Wheat 
emergence 91%, 94% 1997, 92% avg. Pasture feed 4% very poor, 
12% poor, 31% fair, 44% good, 9% excellent. Producer activities; millet, 
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Sugar beet, sunflower, grain, hay harvests, fall tillage, fencing, weaning 
Calves and livestock care. 





NEVADA: Temperatures averaged well-below-normal statewide, with 
the greatest departures in the northeast. Precipitation was limited, with 
most locations recording only traces. Final irrigations were being applied 
to hay, grain fields. Last cutting of alfalfa continued with 4th cutting 
underway north. Seeding of new alfalfa fields was completed. Winter 
wheat, barley planting well along. Mint distilling continued in Orovada. 
Garlic, onion harvests virtually complete. Potato harvest well along in 
Humboldt County. Pasture, range condition remained mostly good. 
Cattle movement to fall pastures continued. Main farm, ranch activities: 
Haying, potato harvest, seeding of alfalfa, mint distilling, irrigating, cattle 
marketing. 





NEW ENGLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.7. Topsoil moisture 
8% short, 63% adequate, 29% surplus. Subsoil moisture 8% short, 
78% adequate, 14% surplus. Pasture feed 2% very poor, 6% poor, 
23% fair, 40% good, 29% excellent. Maine potatoes 99% harvested, 
95% 1997, 95% avg.; condition good to fair. Massachusetts potatoes 
95% harvested, 95% 1997, 95% avg.; condition good. Rhode Island 
potatoes 95% harvested, 99% 1997, 95% avg.; condition good to fair. 
Oats in Maine 100% harvested, 95% 1997, 99% avg.; condition good to 
fair. Field corn 90% harvested, 85% 1997, 85% avg.; condition good to 
fair. Sweet com 100% harvested, 99% 1997, 99% avg.; condition good 
to fair Second cut hay 99% harvested, 95% 1997, 95% avg.; condition 
good to fair. Third-cut hay 85% harvested, 95% 1997, 90% avg.; 
condition good. Apples 90% harvested, 90% 1997, 90% avg.; size 
average; condition good to fair. Pears 90% harvested, 90% 1997, 95% 
avg.; size average; condition good to fair. Cranberries 80% harvested, 
70% 1997, 70% avg.; size average, condition good. Major farm 
activities: Harvest of field corn, potatoes, apples, raspberries, 
Cranberries, squash and pumpkins. Farmers also spread manure, lime, 
disked harvested fields, planted cover crops. 





NEW JERSEY: Days suitable for fieldwork 5. Farmers are harvesting 
fall vegetables, planting cover crops, spraying for disease, pests. 
Amount of feed requirements pastures are supplying is average. 
Irrigation water supply is adequate. Fall items (spinach, cabbage, 
parsley, endive, escarole, Indian corn, beets, turnips, sweet potatoes, 
pumpkins) are being harvested, with farmers finishing up their harvest 
of summer vegetables (tomatoes, peppers). Good supply of pumpkins. 
Moderate supply of beans, cabbage, endive, escarole, leeks, lettuce of 
all types, parsley, peppers, spinach. Light supply of cucumbers, Indian 
com, squash, tomatoes. Harvesting of cranberries reported. Moderate 
volume of apples. Harvesting of soybeans, corn for grain, silage 
continue. Hay baling reported in a few localities. Pasture feed, range 
fair to good. 





NEW MEXICO: Excellent harvest conditions prevailed across the 
State last week. As a result of the weather, farmers and ranchers were 
able to average 6.7 days of fieldwork. Most of the work involved fall 
harvests of chile, corn, sorghum, cotton or lettuce. Chile producers 
finished picking green chile as red chile harvest advanced to 29% 
picked, 19% 1997; 2% poor, 34% fair, 51% good, 13% excellent. Corn 
harvest continued with 67% of the grain in, 71% 1997; 2% poor, 31% 
fair, 56% good, 11% excellent. Sorghum harvest started in earnest 
along the east side of the State last week. Cotton harvest, just getting 
underway in the south, moved to 10% complete. Hay producers were 
busy baling hay from their final cuttings of the year. The Sth, 6th 
Cuttings moved to 92%, 68% complete, respectively; 4% poor, 32% fair, 
49% good, 15% excellent. Apples 90% picked, 99% 1997; 15% poor, 
25% fair, 57% good, 3% excellent. Lettuce harvest moved to 20% 
complete. Lettuce crop 18% fair, 55% good, 27% excellent. Fall 
planting continued. Seventy-eight percent of the onion crop was in the 
ground as wheat planting was winding down across the State. Pecans 





remained in good condition. Cattle, sheep stayed in fair to good 
condition. Range, pasture feed conditions remained steady, as topsoil 
moisture dropped to 26% very short, 41% short and 33% adequate. 





NEW YORK: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.5. Soil moisture 14% 
short, 57% adequate, 29% surplus. Pasture feed 13% poor, 21% fair, 
66% good. Hay 80% good, 20% excellent. Third-cutting alfalfa 97% 
finished, 94% 1997, 95% avg. Corn silage 93% harvested, 83% 1997, 
84% avg. Grain corn 49% harvested, 11% 1997, 17% avg. Corn 33% 
fair, 34% good, 33% excellent. Potato harvest continued. Early-planted 
dry beans were being harvested. Apple harvest near completion. 
Concord grape harvest finished. Vegetable harvests winding down. 
Cabbage was major crop left for harvest. Pumpkins moving to market 
in volume. 





NORTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Across the 
State, very little rainfall was recorded, while temperatures were near 
normal. Dry weather, average temperatures allowed farmers to make 
good progress in small grain plantings. However, these plantings still 
lag behind the 5-year averages. Soil moisture remains short in most 
areas, for the State 11% very short, 36% short, 53% adequate. 
Activities for the week: Harvesting cotton, peanuts, sweet potatoes, 
sorghum; cutting hay; planting small grains, tending livestock. 





NORTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3. Topsoil moisture 3% 
short, 82% adequate, 15% surplus. Subsoil moisture 1% very short, 
13% short, 77% adequate, 9% surplus. Rains showers, wet conditions 
halted the row crop harvest for most of the week. Late-season crop 
harvest continued at a pace ahead of avg., except potatoes, sugar 
beets. Corn for grain 55% harvested; 45% 1997; 29% avg.; corn for 
silage 98% chopped; 99% 1997; 96% avg.; potatoes 94% dug; 98% 
1997; 97% avg.; soybeans 81% harvested; 97% 1997; 81% avg.; sugar 
beets 75% lifted; 59% 1997; 77% avg.; sunflower 39% harvested; 61% 
1997; 36% avg. Producers have not been able to get a good start on 
the sunflower harvest, which ran 1 week behind last year. Lush, green 
pastures have developed in the central, south- central districts due to 
sufficient moisture during October. Pasture feed 5% very poor, 17% 
poor, 43% fair, 32% good, 3% excellent. 





OHIO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. Topsoil moisture4% very short, 
26% short, 69% adequate, 1% surplus. Corn harvested for grain 36%, 
12% 1997, 22% avg. Corn harvested for silage 92%; 72% 1997; 86% 
avg. Soybeans mature 99%, 97% 1997, 99% avg.; harvested 83%, 
79% 1997, 69% avg. Winter wheat planted 86%, 83% 1997, 76% avg.; 
emerged 53%, 33% 1997, 31% avg. Alfalfa hay 95% 4th cutting. 
Tobacco 13% stripped, 4% 1997. Fall, winter apples 87% harvested, 
71% 1997, 68% avg. Hay 5% very poor, 6% poor, 35% fair, 44% good, 
10% excellent. Winter wheat 1% poor, 23% fair, 61% good, 15% 
excellent. Most of the fresh market vegetable crop is finished; however, 
a number of producers are picking peppers, a couple are digging 
potatoes, picking tomatoes. Much of the pumpkin harvest is finishing 
up, there are fewer reports of the mildew problem on the crop. Farmers 
are also harvesting gourds, squash, Indian corn. Other activities include 
fall harvest, ground tillage; spreading fertilizer, lime, potash, manure; 
sowing wheat, rye, barley; cutting hay; baling corn stalks; pressing 
cider; cutting firewood; vaccinating, weaning calves; shipping mums, 
pansies to the south. Reported weed pressures were trumpet keeper, 
foxtail, broadleaf, Johnson grass, thistles, lambs quarters, ragweed. A 
Wayne County reporter mentioned some weedy soybeans would be left 
in the field. There has also been wildlife damage by deer, turkeys, 
raccoons, birds. A Clinton County reporter mentioned large flocks of 
Canadian geese attacking wheat fields at emergence. Rain, mild 
temperatures over the past 2 weeks have improved pasture regrowth in 
most of the State. Farmers in the south report the worst pasture 
conditions as regrowth has been slow due to a dry August, September. 
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OKLAHOMA. _sDays suitable for fieldwork 5.4. Topsoil moisture 3% 
very short, 22% short, 73% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil moisture 
8% very short, 28% short, 62% adequate, 2% surplus. Late-week rains 
boosted wheat germination. Recent cool weather slowed late row-crop 
growth. Wheat 95% seedbed prepared, 99% 1997, 99% avg. Oats 
93% seedbed prepared, 97% 1997, 98% avg.; 79% planted, 49% 1997, 
55% avg.; 34% up-to-stand, 22% 1997, 27% avg. Corn 100% 
harvested, 97% 1997, 92% avg. Sorghum 7% very poor, 6% poor, 14% 
fair, 73% good. Soybeans 49% harvested, 33% 1997, 42% avg. 
Peanuts 91% mature, 76% 1997, 78% avg.; 28% combined, 26% 1997, 
20% avg. Alfalfa hay 5% very poor, 13% poor, 37% fair, 41% good, 4% 
excellent; 81% 4th cutting, 92% 1997, 96% avg.; 22% 5th cutting, 37% 
1997, 53% avg. Other hay 45% 2nd cutting, 73% 1997, 95% avg. 
Livestock 2% very poor, 8% poor, 30% fair, 58% good, 2% excellent. 
Prices for feeder cattle up $1.00 per cwt. from the previous week. 





OREGON: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil moisture 7% very 
short, 38% short, 51% adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil moisture 2% 
very short, 29% short, 69% adequate. Barley planted 39%, 46% 1997, 
34% average. Winter wheat 2% fair, 93% good, 5% excellent; planted 
70%, 80% 1997, 71% avg.; emerged 51%, 50% 1997, 37% avg. 
Range, pasture feed 2% very poor, 8% poor, 40% fair, 49% good, 1% 
excellent. Activities: Grain planting continued. Rain delayed planting 
in Willamette Valley. Herbicide, fertilizer applications on perennial grass 
seed fields. Heavy planting of clover for seed, field corn for silage about 
completed. East of the Cascades field corn harvest continued, sugar 
beets for sugar harvest winding down. Nurseries, greenhouses busy 
with fall sales of balled, burlapped material, containers sales. Easter lily 
growers busy grading, packing commercial bulbs. Potato harvest 
winding down east of the Cascades, with good yields, quality. Onion 
harvest in final stages. West of the Cascades, harvest of cole crops, 
squash, pumpkins continued. Carrots harvested between rains. Onions 
nearly finished, with yellows smaller than average; red onion yields 
average. Apple harvest nearing end in Willamette Valley, hazelnut 
harvest interrupted due to rain. Berry fields finished up winter 
preparation. In Rogue River Valley, tree fruit harvest winding down, 
grape harvest started. South-coast cranberry harvest continued. Apple 
harvest continued in Milton-Freewater area. Livestock condition good 
to excellent. Gathering cattle, weaning calves, other fall work continued 
in northeast. Willamette Valley pastures continued to green up, reduce 
supplemental feeding. Southwest pastures burned, some already 
showing green grass. 





PENNSYLVANIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.2. Soil moisture 8% 
very short, 30% short, 60% adequate, 2% surplus. Ensilage corn 
harvested 92% harvested, 83% 1997, 85% avg. Soybean harvest 16% 
complete, 23% 1997. 23% avg. Soybean 1% very poor, 4% poor, 20% 
fair, 55% good, 20% excellent. Potato harvest 85% complete, 84% 
1997, 82% avg. Fall plowing 64% complete, 75% 1997, 73% avg. 
Wheat planted 50% complete, 71% 1997, 68% avg. Wheat emerged 
35% complete, 41% 1997, average not available. Barley planted 77% 
complete, 88% 1997, 85% avg. Barley emerged 50% complete, 56% 
1997, average not available. Alfalfa 3rd cutting 96% complete, 96% 
1997, 95% avg. Alfalfa 4th cutting 78% complete, 72% 1997, 68% avg. 
Timothy clover second cutting 100% complete, 100% 1997, 100% avg. 
Quality of hay made 3% very poor, 4% poor, 26% fair, 53% good, 14% 
excellent. Grape harvest 80% complete, 58% 1997, 76% avg. Apple 
harvest 80% complete, 73% 1997, 78% avg. Activities: Fall plowing; 
Cutting hay, haylage; harvesting grapes, apples, pumpkins, corn, 
soybeans, potatoes, fall vegetables; seeding wheat, barley and cover 
crops; filling silos; machinery maintenance; fixing fences; hauling 
manure; seeding cover crops; spreading manure; spreading lime; 
marketing lambs; caring for livestock. 





SOUTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Soil moisture 
11% very short, 42% short, 46% adequate, 1% surplus. Apples 93% 
harvested, 88% 1997, 86% avg. Barley 38% planted, 42% 1997, 26% 





avg.; 17% emerged, 31% 1997, 16% avg. Livestock 4% poor, 29% fair, 
63% good, 4% excellent. Oats 30% planted, 37% 1997, 31% avg.; 138% 
emerged, 31% 1997, 21% avg. Pasture feed 2% very poor, 9% poor, 
35% fair, 51% good, 3% excellent. Peanuts 55% harvested, 67% 1997, 
63% avg.; 14% very poor, 29% poor, 41% fair, 16% good. Pecans 
25% harvested, 18% 1997, 14% avg.; 20% poor, 50% fair, 29% good, 
1% excellent. Rye 45% planted, 51% 1997, 38% avg.; 30% emerged, 
32% 1997, 25% avg.; 9% poor, 27% fair, 64% good. Sorghum 88% 
matured, 100% 1997; 62% harvested, 82% 1997; 2% very poor, 9% 
poor, 53% fair, 35% good, 1% excellent. Sweet potatoes 60% 
harvested, 56% 1997, 45% avg.; 1% fair, 98% good, 1% excellent. 
Tobacco 97% stalks destroyed, 98% 1997, 93% avg. Winter grazings 
65% planted, 62% 1997, 56% avg.; 47% emerged, 43% 1997, 37% 
avg.; 5% very poor, 7% poor, 32% fair, 56% good. Winter wheat 21% 
planted, 27% 1997, 12% avg.; 12% emerged, 15% 1997, 6% avg. 





SOUTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.7. Topsoil moisture 
3% short, 84% adequate, 13% surplus. Subsoil moisture 8% short, 
83% adequate, 9% surplus. Heavy rains halted row crop harvest late 
in the week. Sunflower 7% poor, 27% fair, 48% good, 18% excellent; 
99% mature, 99% 1997, 95% avg.; 66% harvested, 55% 1997, 43% 
avg. Sorghum 12% fair, 61% good, 27% excellent. Corn 1% poor, 6% 
fair, 49% good, 44% excellent. Soybeans 1% poor, 10% fair, 52% good, 
37% excellent. Heavy rains aided soil conditions and winter wheat 
emergence. Winter rye 1% poor, 35% fair, 53% good, 11% excellent; 
emerged 95%, 95% 1997, 91% avg. Winter wheat 1% poor, 15% fair, 
72% good, 12% excellent. Livestock, pasture conditions benefited from 
the much-needed precipitation. Livestock 1% poor, 10% fair, 70% good, 
19% excellent. Stock water supplies 5% short, 86% adequate, 9% 
surplus. 





TENNESSEE: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil moisture 12% 
very short, 43% short, 43% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil moisture 
13% very short, 41% short, 41% adequate, 5% surplus. Burley stripped 
33%, 22% 1997, 26% avg. Pasture 10% very poor, 32% poor, 37% fair, 
21% good. Winter wheat 30% seeded, 35% 1997, 33% avg.; 12% 
poor, 33% fair, 51% good, 4% excellent. Producers took advantage of 
6 days suitable for fieldwork and seeded an additional 13% of the State's 
wheat acreage totaling 30% as of 18th. Burley tobacco stripping 
remained ahead of the 5-year average pace, with 33% complete by 
week's end. Inadequate moisture kept winter wheat seedings slightly 
behind normal. 





TEXAS: Several weather systems combined over the Central region 
in the late week, causing heavy amounts of rain, widespread flooding. 
High water washed out fences, caused losses to livestock, property. 
Recently planted small grain fields in the Central region received heavy 
rains; replanting maybe necessary. Rainfall also spread into the 
Blacklands, northern areas as a result of a cold front by late week. 
Temperatures much cooler by end of week. Fieldwork moved ahead in 
the plains as rainfall was scattered, light in most areas. 

Crops: Small grains: Producers in the High Plains spraying for 
armyworms. Many dryland fields needed moisture. Irrigated fields 
making good progress. Producers in other areas still trying to get 
acreage seeded between showers. Armyworm problems diminished in 
many Blackland, central fields with cooler weather. Rainfall will benefit 
fields in most areas along with return to sunny conditions. Winter wheat 
44% of normal, 43% 1997. Corn scattered fields remained for harvest 
by end of week in the High Plains. Cotton harvest, defoliation activity 
continued in the plains, north-central areas most of the week. Yields 
have varied; however, some turning out better than expected. Stalk 
destruction delays continued in the Rio Grande Valley because of rain. 
Grain sorghum harvest continued in the Plains, with only minor delays. 
Peanuts harvest increased in the north-central, southern areas. Yields 
varied widely these areas. A few fields showing disease problems. Rice 
second-crop harvest continued as conditions allowed. Soybeans 
harvest operations increased in the plains, where yields have been good. 
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Commercial Vegetables: Rio Grande Valley, planting activity slowed 
by rain that was heavy at times. Orange harvest expanding as 
conditions allowed. San Antonio-Winter Garden, some planting 
occurred early week. Watermelons continued shipped out of area. 
East, sweet potato harvest continued early week, with yields reported as 
disappointing. High Plains, pepper, pumpkin harvest continued. Trans 
Pecos, land preparations continued. Pecan harvest increased early 
week, with production prospects down from year ago in most areas. 
Insect problems slowed recently with cooler weather, rain. 

Range and Livestock: Cooler weather slowed grass growth; however, 
recent rains have increased greening in most areas. Haying operations 
continued in many areas through midweek, when rainfall stopped 
progress. Supplemental feeding activity continued. Heavy rains 
damaged fences, pastures and caused some livestock losses in the 
Central region. 





UTAH: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Topsoil moisture 1% very short, 
17% short, 82% adequate. Subsoil moisture 18% short, 82% adequate. 
Pasture feed, range 3% very poor, 11% poor, 26% fair, 56% good, 4% 
excellent. Cattle moved from summer range 83%, 77% 1997, 83% avg. 
Sheep moved from summer range 86%, 86% 1997, 86% avg. Winter 
wheat emerged 78%, 78% 1997, 73% avg. Corn mature 82%, 64% 
1997, 79% avg.; harvested for grain 20%, 37% 1997, 29% avg. Corn 
silage harvested 95%, 88% 1997, 92% avg. Alfalfa hay 4th cutting 
90%, 68% 1997, 80% avg. Alfalfa seed harvested 98%, 80% 1997, 
82% avg. Onions harvested 82%, 92% 1997, 90% avg. Potatoes 
harvested 90%, 87% 1997, 85% avg. Apples 63% picked, 63% 1997, 
68% avg. Farmers are preparing for the end of harvest season. 





VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. Topsoil moisture 28% very 
short, 39% short, 33% adequate. Subsoil moisture 31% very short, 
42% short, 27% adequate. Corn 82% harvested, 56% 1997, 69% avg. 
Cotton 65% harvested, 15% 1997, 29% avg.; 1% very poor, 9% poor, 
21% fair, 64% good, 5% excellent. Soybeans 71% dropping leaves, 
65% 1997, NA% avg.; 15% harvested, 14% 1997, 15% avg.; 12% very 
poor, 25% poor, 30% fair, 30% good, 3% excellent. Winter wheat 15% 
seeded, 16% 1997, 21% avg. Barley 40% seeded, 43% 1997, 51% 
avg. Flue-cured tobacco 93% harvested, 89% 1997, 97% avg. Fall 
apples 71% harvested, 69% 1997, 80% avg.; winter apples 41% 
harvested, 54% 1997, 48% avg.; apples 3% very poor, 12% poor, 40% 
fair, 38% good, 7% excellent. Pasture feed 23% very poor, 37% poor, 
26% fair, 14% good. Soil moisture levels declined slightly this past week 
for much of the Commonwealth; however, conditions were favorable for 
many field activities due to cooler weather, softer ground, which resulted 
from showers received the previous week. The rain showers from 2 
weeks ago helped to improve current pasture conditions minimally. 
While some livestock producers normally find it necessary to feed hay 
this time of year, short pastures are making this phenomenon a 
necessity for many. Cotton harvest continues to be ahead of the 5-year 
average. Many soybean producers are harvesting their crop ahead of 
schedule this year also due to dry conditions. Some producers are 
reporting that beans are starting to pop out of the pods. Small grain 
seeding is underway in many areas but is still behind the 5-year 
average. Other activities for the week included continued marketing of 
cattle, shelling corn, stripping and grading of burley tobacco, small grain 
seeding, harvesting vegetables, applying lime and fertilizer, defoliating, 
harvesting of cotton. 





WASHINGTON: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Topsoil moisture 9% 
very short, 25% short, 66% adequate. Subsoil moisture 1% very short, 
52% short, 47% adequate. Precipitation would greatly benefit the winter 
wheat crop, late seeding into dry soil continued in eastern areas, some 
reseeding was necessary due to crusting. Temperatures dropped to 
freezing in some areas, with no negative impact on crop development. 
Potatoes 80% harvested, 81% 1997, 81% avg. Sugar beet, potato 
harvests continued. Buckwheat harvest was in progress. Hay, other 
roughage supplies, 10% short, 73% adequate, 17% surplus. Range, 





pasture 25% poor, 65% fair, 10% good. Moisture improved pastures in 
western areas, Cattle were moved to harvested fields to graze aftermath. 
Grape harvest neared completion, with a higher quality crop than 
anticipated, apple harvests progressed into late varieties. Sweet corn 
harvest neared completion in western areas, with disappointing yields. 
Truck gardeners reported brisk sales of fall produce. Some Christmas 
tree growers reported they were sold out for the first time in nearly two 
decades. 





WEST VIRGINIA Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Topsoil moisture 
9% very short, 51% short, 40% adequate. Weather conditions were 
conducive for harvesting crops and planting wheat. Apple harvest 87%, 
67% 1997. Hay 3” cut 90%, 83% 1997, 89% avg. Corn 10% poor, 
28% fair, 58% good, 4% excellent; dent 91%, 100% 1997; mature 89%, 
86% 1997; harvested for grain 50%, 41% 1997, 57% avg. Soybean 4% 
poor, 28% fair, 62% good, 6% excellent; 95% dropping leaves, 90% 
1997; harvested for grain 67%, 23% 1997, 33% avg. Wheat planted 
52%, 45% 1997, 47% avg.; emerged 22%. Cattle 2% poor, 18% fair, 
72% good, 8% excellent. Sheep 1% poor, 32% fair, 62% good, 5% 
excellent. 





WISCONSIN: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Soil moisture 3% very 
short, 17% short, 76% adequate, 4% surplus. Soybeans harvested 
65%, 81% 1997, 56% avg. Corn for silage harvested 99%, 87% 1997, 
86% avg. In sharp contrast to the week ending on October 11, farmers 
experienced great harvest weather last week. State, there were 5.9 
days suitable for fieldwork, individual districts varied from 5.3 to 6.6 
days. Most of the harvest activity was concentrated on soybeans. 
Currently, 65% of the soybeans have been harvested. This represents 
an increase of nearly 30 points over the previous week. General 
consensus is that this year's crop is looking very good, with yields being 
average to well above average. Some soybean yields reported by our 
crop weather reporters follow (Please note that these are not official 
USDA yields.): Polk Co., 50 bu./acre; Portage Co., 50 to low 60 
bu./acre; lowa Co., 60 bu./acre; Columbia Co., up to 70 bu./acre; 
Waukesha Co., 55 to 60 bu./acre. At 99% harvested, statewide, corn 
for silage is essentially complete for this year. Corn being harvested for 
grain jumped to 40% last week, compared with 28% for the prior week. 
Not only is the corn crop ahead of normal in terms of harvest progress, 
but it appears there will be excellent yields as well. Besides corn and 
soybeans, very little else remains to be harvested. However, there were 
afew comments that potato and apple harvests are nearly complete, still 
looking good in terms of quantity and quality. Pasture feed 1% very 
poor, 14% poor, 33% fair, 43% good, 9% excellent. 





WYOMING: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.4. Topsoil moisture 15% 
short, 78% adequate, 7% surplus. Winter wheat emerged 99%, 99% 
1997, 94% avg. Corn harvested for grain 25%, 15% 1997, 36% avg. 
Alfalfa 3rd cutting 89%, 91% 1997, 96% avg. Sugar beets harvested 
58%, 71% 1997, 60% avg. Range, pasture feed 1% very poor, 5% 
poor, 22% fair, 60% good, 12% excellent. Corn 2% poor, 7% fair, 83% 
good, 8% excellent. Sugar beet 15% fair, 85% good. Winter wheat 
11% fair, 84% good, 5% excellent. Hay, roughage supplies 6% short, 
73% adequate, 21% surplus. Livestock 2% fair, 84% good, 14% 
excellent. Stock water supplies 5% short, 95% adequate. Cattle moved 
from summer ranges 83%, 71% 1997, 75% avg. Sheep moved from 
summer ranges 85%, 76% 1997, 77% avg. Winter weather hampered 
the corn, sugar beet harvest. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


FSU-WESTERN: Topsoils remained unfavorably dry for winter wheat 
emergence and establishment in major producing areas of eastern Ukraine 
and southern Russia. 


FSU-NEW LANDS: Wet weather continued to hamper late-season 
spring grain harvesting in Russia. 


EUROPE: Showers continued to slow summer crop harvesting and 
winter grain planting in northern and eastern Europe. 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Dry weather helped pre-planting 
fieldwork in Morocco and Algeria, with light showers causing only brief 
interruptions in Tunisia. 


AUSTRALIA: The trend of favorable dryness in New South Wales 
favored maturing winter grains and helped summer crop planting. 


SOUTH ASIA: Unfavorable, locally heavy rain returned to cotton and 
rice areas of northern India. 


SOUTH AFRICA: Planting was becoming widespread across the corn 
belt. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Typhoon Zeb struck the Philippines at super 
typhoon strength. 


EASTERN ASIA: Rain in the North China Plain improved conditions 
for germinating wheat. 


SOUTH AMERICA: Rain benefited reproductive to filling wheat in 
central Argentina, but conditions remained too wet in southern Brazil. 


MEXICO: Warm weather and light to moderate rainfall favored corn 
maturation in the Southern Plateau Corn Belt. 
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_FSU-WESTERN 








Dry weather persisted in southern and eastern Ukraine, and most of 
southern Russia (southern Black Soils Region, lower Volga Valley, and 
the North Caucasus), helping corn, sunflower, and sugar beet 
harvesting. However, the prolonged dryness in these areas continued 
to hamper winter wheat emergence and establishment. In addition, 
weekly temperatures averaged 6 to 10 degrees C above normal, further 
depleting topsoil moisture. Reports as of October 12 indicated that the 
harvests of corn, sunflower, and sugar beets in Russia were about 80, 
60, and 70 percent complete, respectively. Elsewhere, light to 
moderate showers (3-42 mm) fell in western Ukraine, Belarus, and the 
Baltics, causing some delays in summer crop harvesting but 
maintaining favorable moisture for winter grain development. In 
September, near- to above-normal precipitation fell in northern Russia, 
maintaining adequate to excessive moisture conditions for winter grain 
development. Farther south, drought persisted in southern Russia and 
eastern Ukraine, helping corn, sunflower, and sugar beet harvesting. 
However, winter wheat planting likely progressed slowly in these areas 
as growers waited for rain to improve emergence prospects. In most 
years, late planting reduces the likelihood that winter wheat will 
become well established prior to entering dormancy, making the crop 
more susceptible to potential winterkill. Elsewhere, above-normal 
precipitation fell in Belarus and western Ukraine, slowing summer 
crop harvesting but providing abundant moisture for winter grain 
planting. 
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FSU-NEW LANDS 


Spring grain harvesting was nearing completion in Russia and was 
jam) virtually complete in Kazakstan. In Russia, wet weather (10-46 mm) 
1998 continued to stretch from the northern Urals eastward through Western 
Siberia into Eastern Siberia, delaying late-season harvest activities. In 
Kazakstan, several days of dry weather were accompanied by above- 
normal temperatures, favoring final harvest efforts. In September, 
cool, showery weather in Russia slowed spring grain harvesting, 
especially during the last 10 days of the month. In Kazakstan, below- 
normal precipitation in September allowed rapid spring grain 
harvesting. In cotton-producing areas of Central Asia, warm, dry 
weather in September favored boll maturation and helped early cotton 
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NORTHWESTERN AFRICA 
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~ Pe Preparations for winter grain planting were underway over most of the 
ane, region. Mostly dry weather in Morocco and Algeria favored pre- 
DRY } a ( | planting fieldwork. Light showers (around 10 mm) in Tunisia helped 
ssiilidditie ‘ . . to increase topsoil moisture for planting. Winter grain planting can 
) begin as early as late-October if soil moisture is sufficient. Most of the 

crop, however, is usually planted from mid-November to mid- 


December, when autumn rains become more consistent. 
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EUROPE 


Variable showers (10-37 mm) fell from England and France eastward 
through the Benelux countries into Germany, slowing summer crop 
harvesting and winter wheat planting. Reports indicated that winter 
wheat planting was progressing slowly in England and France due to 
wet soils. Farther south, dry weather prevailed from the Iberian 
Peninsula eastward through northern Italy, helping fieldwork. The dry 
weather is Italy was especially welcomed, following last week’s heavy 
rains. In eastern Europe, light showers (5-10 mm) spread from Poland 
southward into Hungary, keeping topsoils favorably moist for winter 
wheat establishment and causing only brief interruptions in fieldwork. 
Wet weather (15-67 mm) in Romania, Bulgaria, and Serbia, caused 
further delays in winter wheat planting and corn and sunflower 
harvesting. However, drier weather spread over these areas at week’s 
end, helping wet soils to dry and improving conditions for fieldwork. 
In September, periodic showers produced above-normal precipitation 
in most of Europe, slowing summer crop harvesting and winter grain 
planting. However, the precipitation provided abundant topsoil 
moisture for winter grain emergence and establishment. The greatest 

f t % : 2 CE: delays in fieldwork likely occurred in Portugal, western Spain, central 
Y  <turore} | \S Yo Rater” i, Germany, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Serbia, southern 
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EASTERN ASIA 


Light to moderate showers (2-38 mm) swept across the North China 
Plain, increasing topsoil moisture for winter wheat germination. 
Farther south, heavier rain (25-50 mm or more) continued over the 
Yangtze Valley and along sections of the south coast, slowing harvests 

of summer crops including cotton and rice. Warm (temperatures 5-8 
degrees C above normal), wet (rainfall 10-25 mm or greater) weather 

also slowed summer harvests in Manchuria. Elsewhere, Typhoon Zeb 
brought very heavy rain (100-200 mm or more) to Taiwan as it grazed 

the island’s eastern coast. For much of the week, widespread, locally 
heavy rain continued to plague rice harvests in Japan and the Koreas. 
Over the weekend, remnants of Typhoon Zeb inundated rice areas of 
southern and central Japan, worsening prospects for crop quality and 
harvests. In September, below-normal rainfall favored summer crop 
maturation and harvesting in the North China Plain, but rain was 
| needed to moisten topsoils for winter wheat planting. Above-normal 
EASTERN ASIA rainfall slowed summer crop harvesting in Manchuria, while near-to 
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AUSTRALIA 


Favorable dryness continued over crop areas of central and northern 
New South Wales, improving quality prospects of maturing wheat and 
barley. In addition, the pace of cotton and sorghum planting likely 
increased. Scattered, mostly light showers (5-28 mm) in southern 
Queensland’s agricultural districts likely had minor, if any, effects on 
winter grain harvests. Farther south, light showers (15 mm or less) 
kept topsoils moist for reproductive to filling winter grains from South 
Australia to southern New South Wales. Mild, mostly dry weather 
favored reproductive to filling wheat and barley in Western Australia. 
In New Zealand, widespread, moderate to heavy rain (25-50 mm or 
more) broke a dry spell throughout important farming regions. During 
September, rainfall was near to above normal across Australia, 
although a few dry pockets persisted in South Australia and Victoria. 
‘ Sections of the east experienced a second consecutive month of rainfall 

AUSTRALIA | 428 that ranged from 200 to 400 percent of normal, resulting in local 
Tetel Coens Gar) flooding that proved to be unfavorable for maturing winter grains. 








11 - 17, 
| a ones ities oe |NEW ZEALAND However, pre-season cotton expectations are high due to record 
irrigation reserves. In the west, reports indicated that a late frost 
caused significant damage to flowering wheat on September 19 and 25. 
The extent of damage has yet to be fully determined. 
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Unseasonable, locally heavy rain hit cotton and rice areas of 
northwestern India, harming quality of unharvested crops. The rain 
was due in part to a tropical depression that moved onshore from the 
Arabian Sea. Widespread, moderate to heavy rain (25-100 mm or 
more) continued throughout southern India. Conditions have become 
unfavorably wet for maturing summer grains, oilseeds, and cotton 
grown in the southern interior. However, moisture will be abundant 
for secondary cropping once fieldwork can commence. Continued 
dryness in the east brought further relief to previously flooded rice 
fields. The seasonable weather favored planting of winter-grown 
wheat, rice, and oilseeds across northern growing areas. In September, 
rainfall was near to above normal in most primary crop areas, with the 
monsoon remaining very active toward the end of the month in the 
north and west. Heavy showers late in the month were unfavorable for 
maturing cotton and oilseeds in those areas, although long-term 
moisture reserves were elevated for winter grains and oilseeds. In the 
east, seasonal rains declined gradually over flooded rice areas centered 
around Bangladesh, allowing slow recovery efforts. In contrast, shower 
activity increased later in the month over the southern interior, initially 
favoring immature summer crops but eventually becoming excessive. 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Super Typhoon Zeb struck the northeastern coast of Luzon Island, 

Philippines, with sustained winds of 160 knots (175 mph). The storm 

likely caused considerable damage as it crossed the Cagayan Valley, 

which historically accounts for about 10 percent of the nation’s rice. 

Main-season rice harvest and second-season planting was underway 

prior to the storm’s passage. Inundating upslope rain (100-300 mm or 

\ more) fell along Luzon’s mountainous western coast, but more 

8 SouTH Spe We: moderate showers (25-50 mm) fell in the central and southern islands. 

vps ‘st Pay In Indochina, unseasonably heavy showers (greater than 50 mm) caused 

SS “Hor additional problems with the rice harvest in central and northern 

Ty 6 ay Thailand. Rainfall was below normal (10-25 mm or more, locally 

Ipitation (mm} : 

OCT 11 - 17, 1998 72 hae ar exceeding 50 mm) over much of Vietnam and likely caused no major 

ON fieldwork delays. Farther south, significant showers (S0-100 mm) 

finally spread southward from peninsular Thailand into the primary oil 

palm areas of western Malaysia. Widespread, moderate to heavy rain 

(25-50 mm or more) also covered eastern Malaysia and Indonesia. 

Java’s main-season rice crop, soon to be planted, will be off to a much 

better start than last year’s drought-delayed crop. During September, 

“30 43 : b M¥VGrA drier weather late in the month favored rice maturation and harvesting 

sama OR 1 in Thailand and northern Vietnam. Near-normal September rainfall 

sis et eased long-term dryness in the Philippines, but slowed rice harvesting. 

Above-normal September rainfall slowed rice harvesting in central and 

southern Vietnam. Below-normal rainfall reduced moisture for oil 

palm in peninsular Malaysia. In Java, above-normal September 

rainfall increased moisture supplies for filling second-crop rice and 
corn and the upcoming main-season crop. 
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Summer crop planting was underway across the corn belt, with topsoil 
moisture at generally favorable levels for germination and 
establishment. Rainfall totaled 25 to SO mm or more in the east 
(Gauteng, Mpumalanga, and northwestern Kwazulu-Natal) and 5 to 25 
mm in central and western growing areas. Since October 1, rainfall 
has been above normal in most corn areas, including traditionally drier 
sections of the west and south. After last season’s problems with late 
planting, farmers will likely take advantage of favorable moisture 
conditions as soon as possible, in some cases after the current wheat 
harvest. Elsewhere, beneficial rain (25-50 mm) covered coastal 
sugarcane areas (Kwazul-Natal). Light rain (10mm or less) in wheat 
areas of Western Cape favored maturation. During September, rainfall 
was near to above normal in the main summer crop areas, with 
heaviest amounts (25-50 mm or more) recorded from eastern Free State 
north and eastward. September rainfall was near to below normal in 
the coastal states (Western Cape, Eastern Cape, and Kwazulu-Natal). 
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MEXICO 


Light to moderate rain (3-60 mm) fell across the Southern Plateau Corn 
Belt, generally favoring maturing corn. Corn Belt temperatures 
averaged within 1 degree C of normal. Late in the week, two tropical 
systems brought scattered showers (less than 50 mm) to coastal areas 
of Chiapas and Oaxaca in the south (Hurricane Lester) and Jalisco in 
the west (Hurricane Madeline). Along the eastern coast (Veracruz), 
heavier showers (50 to 150 mm) returned after a 2-week respite. 
During September, frequent showers provided adequate to locally 
surplus moisture for filling corn across the Southern Plateau Corn Belt 
and in southeastern Mexico. Rainfall totaling more than 200 percent 
of normal resulted in periodic flooding in several areas, including 
Veracruz, Chiapas, and near Mexico City. Rainfall ranged from 100 
to 200 percent of normal in northeastern Mexico, significantly easing 
: * long-term drought, but drought and low reservoir levels persisted in 
MEXICO oo north-central areas. Hurricane Isis struck northern Sinaloa on 
ee Spemeeeaen Laem) or September 3. The storm caused minor agricultural damage in coastal 
: vegetable areas of northern Sinaloa and southern Sonora, but boosted 
reservoir levels in northwestern Mexico. Monthly temperatures 
generally ranged from 1 to 2 degrees C abqve normal nationwide. 

















MEXICO 


{ i F Percent of Normal 
| Total Precipitation(mm) 400 ene Precipitation 


September 1998 September 1998 

















| 
| 
| 


MEXICO MEXICO 
Average Temperature (°C) |Temperature Anomaly (°C) 
September 1998 | September 1998 








October 20, 1998 


Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 








SOUTH AMERICA 
Total Precipitation iam) 
OCT 11 - 17, 1998 


CUMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 
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Rain (10-25 mm) brought some relief to reproductive winter wheat in 
central Argentina (northern Buenos Aires and southern Santa Fe). 
Other major crop areas were mostly dry, although the northwestern 
fringe of the main summer crop region received heavy rain (25-50 mm 
or more). Temperatures averaging 1 to 2 degrees C above normal 
favored winter wheat development and summer crop germination. In 
southern Brazil, rainfall ranging from 25 to 75 mm or more in the main 
wheat areas hampered harvest efforts. Corn, soybean, and cotton 
planting was also slowly progressing. During September, timely 
late-month rainfall eased stress on vegetative winter wheat in southern 
Buenos Aires. However, dryness continued to stress wheat farther 
north. In southern Brazil, above-normal rainfall slowed winter wheat 
harvesting and reduced wheat quality. The rain, however, increased 
soil moisture for Brazilian summer crop planting. 
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CROP MOISTURE 
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 
October 24, 1998 


UPDATED WEEKLY 
N= 


FAVORABLY OP re ee t?\ / 
MOIST wo.  FAVORABLY! 


SLIGHTLY 
DRY 


FAVORABLY _ FAVORABLY 
MOIST . MOIST } 


ABNORMALLY 
MOIST 


.--s,, SLIGHTLY fo 
“ —\ IDRY , 


s 
eo? 
’ 


- 
oe” 


. | EXCESSIVELY ORY 
CROP MOISTURE: 


== SEVERELY DRY 
DEPICTS SHORT TERM (UP TO ABOUT 4 WEEKS) Se I> i ia 
ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING AGRICUL- 

TURE, RESPONDS RAPIDLY, CAN CHANGE CONSIDERABLY 

WEEK TO WEEK, AND INDICATES NORMAL CONDITIONS AT 

THE BEGINNING AND END OF THE GROWING SEASON 


USERS...APPLICABLE IN MEASURING THE SHORT TERM 
WEEK-TO-WEEK, STATUS OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WARM 
SEASON CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS 


LIMITATIONS... MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING AND SHALOW 
ROOTED CROPS WHICH ARE UNABLE TO EXTRACT THE DEEP OR SUBSOIL MOISTURE 


FROM A 5-FOOT PROFILE, OR FOR COOL SEASON CROPS GROWING WHEN TEMPERA Last chart of season 
TURES ARE AVERAGING BELOW ABOUT 55 DEG F. IT IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF 
THE LONG TERM (MONTHS, YEARS) DROUGHT OR WET SPELLS WHICH ARE DEPICTED 


setts ann giaaeng NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY _ Based on preliminary reports 
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(LONG TERM, PALMER) 
October 24, 1998 
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TERM STATUS OF WATER SUPPLIES IN AQUIFERS, RESERVOIRS, AND STREAMS 


LIMITATIONS. ..1S NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF SHORT-TERM (FEW WEEKS) 
STATUS OF DROUGHT OR WETNESS SUCH AS FREQUENTLY AFFECTS CROPS AND 
FIELD OPERATIONS (THIS IS INDICATED BY THE CROP MOISTURE INDEX) 
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promoting summer-crop harvesting and winter wheat planting. 
Weekly temperatures ranged from 7°F below normal in parts of 
Texas to as much as 5°F above normal across the Nation’s 
northern tier. A late-week cool snap in the East ended the 
growing season—approximately on schedule or slightly later than 
normal—in much of the Corn Belt and Ohio Valley, and resulted 
in widespread frost as far south as the central portions of 
Mississippi, Alabama, and Georgia. 


Early in the week, heavy rain persisted in southeastern Texas. 
On Sunday, daily-rainfall records were established in Houston 
(4.04 inches) and San Antonio (3.19 inches). Scattered showers 
lingered through Wednesday, boosting storm-total (October 17- 
21) rainfall to 15.66 inches in San Antonio and 8.97 inches in 
Austin. San Antonio’s October rainfall (18.06 inches) reached 
an all-time monthly record total. Austin’s monthly total rose to 
12.33 inches, their greatest October rainfall since 1925. On the 
San Bernard River near Boling, TX, an estimated crest near 
24.7 feet above flood stage occurred on Wednesday, slightly above 
the record set on June 28, 1960. The Colorado River at 
Wharton, TX, crested on Friday at about 9.8 feet above flood 
stage, 3.5 feet above the December 1991 crest, but more than 2 
inches below the record set on July 3, 1940. Along the 
Guadalupe River, peak stages at Cuero and Victoria were 
calculated to be two to three times greater than the 100-year peak 
discharge. The river crested approximately 30 feet above flood 
stage in Cuero. 


Hurricane Mitch: 
Shown here near peak 
strength with 180 mph 
sustained winds, 
Hurricane Mitch 
threatens northern 
Honduras, Belize, and 
Mexico's Yucatan 
Peninsula. A few hours 
earlier, Mitch's minimum 
central barometric 
pressure dipped to 905 
millibars (26.72 inches), 
tying it with Hurricane 
Camille for the fourth- 
lowest pressure on 
record in the Atlantic 
Basin. Only Gilbert in 
1988 (888 mb), an 
unnamed storm in 1935 
(892 mb), and Allen in 
1980 (899 mb) were 
stronger. In addition, : 
the last intense October 
hurricane in the western 
Caribbean Sea was 
Hurricane Hattie in 1961, 
which reached an 
estimated minimum 
central pressure of 924 
millibars on the 30th. 


igilveateyice 
Mitch 


By midweek, the focus of significant rainfall shifted into western 
Texas and the Four Corners region. Some of the rain continued 
to be associated with tropical activity, including remnant moisture 
from the eastern Pacific Hurricane Madeline. Midland, TX 
received 0.70 inches on October 20-21, boosting their year-to-date 
rainfall to 4.00 inches (30 percent of normal). Localized totals in 
excess of 1 inch were observed from northern Arizona to 
western Texas. At week’s end, a winter-like storm arrived in 
California. On Saturday, daily-record rains were reported in 
Redding (2.16 inches), Red Bluff (2.09 inches), Stockton (1.01 
inches), and Bakersfield (0.24 inches). By Sunday morning, 
October 25, Austin, NV reported a snow depth of 3 inches. 


From October 18-22, warm weather continued in the Southeast 
and overspread the Pacific Northwest, resulting in more than two 
dozen daily-record highs. On Monday, Florence, SC recorded a 
high of 88°F. A day later, Tallahassee, FL logged 89°F, while 
Newport, OR posted their first of two daily records (75 and 80°F). 
Warm air advanced onto the Plains toward week’s end, producing 
a daily-record high (76°F on Friday) in Bismarck, ND. Farther 
east, however, sharply cooler air arrived in the East. On Friday, 
daily-record lows in North Carolina included 29°F in Raleigh- 
Durham and 31°F in Charlotte. In Indiana, Indianapolis’ 
growing season ended at 212 days (March 25 to October 22), their 
longest since 1941. A day later, lows dipped to daily-record levels 
in Bristol, TN (28°F) and Meridian, MS (34°F). 


GOES-8 IR 
Oct. 27, 1998. 
2:15 a.m. EST. 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 
CORRECTION: Weather Data for the Week Ending October 17, 1998 


Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center (301-763-8000 EXT. 7503) and the Southern Regional Climate Center 
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CORRECTION: Weather Data for the Week Ending October 17, 1998 
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CORRECTION: Weather Data for the Week Ending October 17, 1998 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending October 24, 1998 
Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center (301-763-8000 EXT. 7503) 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending October 24, 1998 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending October 24, 1998 
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National Agricultural Summary 





October 19 - 25, 1998 








HIGHLIGHTS 


Most of the Nation experienced dry weather, 
ideal for harvesting crops and seeding winter 
wheat. In southeastern Texas, heavy early- 
week rains caused flooding and stalled 


fieldwork for several days. Seasonable 
temperatures aided early growth of fall- 
seeded crops in the Great Plains and eastern 
Corn Belt. 





Corn: The Nation’s corn harvest advanced 15 
percentage points, to 72 percent complete and remained 
more than 1 week ahead of the 53 percent normal pace. 
Farmers in the Corn Belt and Great Plains made 
excellent progress as dry weather provided nearly ideal 
harvest conditions. However, shortages of storage space 
forced some farmers to wait until space became 
available. In the southern Plains, lower Mississippi 
Valley, and Southeast, harvest was virtually finished. In 
the southern Corn Belt, along the Mississippi and Ohio 
River Valleys, activity decreased as the harvest began to 
wind down. 


Soybeans: Eighty-two percent of the Nation’s 
soybeans have been harvested, compared with 77 percent 
normally harvested by this date. Farmers in the southern 
Corn Belt and northern Mississippi Delta set the quickest 
pace, while the rest of the Corn Belt and northern Plains 
made steady progress. The harvest gained momentum 
in the Southeast, as farmers increasingly focused their 
attention on the soybean crop. In the lower Mississippi 
Valley and parts of the northern and western Corn Belt, 
harvest activity declined, as farmers finished combining 
soybeans. 


Cotton: The Nation’s cotton harvest progressed to 61 
percent complete, up from 51 percent the previous week. 
Normally, 50 percent of the crop would be harvested by 
this date. Growers in the northern Mississippi Delta, 
made rapid progress. Farther south in the Delta, the pace 
was slower, as the harvest neared completion. The pace 
in the southern Plains was also slow, as rain stalled 
progress in Texas. In the Southwest, progress remained 
well behind normal, despite excellent progress in 
Arizona. The harvest season was just beginning in 
California, due to the late-maturing crop. 


Winter Wheat: Planting progressed to 84 percent, 
slightly behind the 87 percent average. The pace slowed 
as planting neared completion in the Great Plains from 
Nebraska to the Dakotas and westward through the 
northern Rocky Mountains and Pacific Northwest. In the 
southern and eastern Corn Belt, farmers made rapid 
progress, as dry weather prevailed. Planting steadily 
advanced in the southern Plains and began to gain 
momentum in the Southeast. Progress was well behind 
normal in western Missouri and Oklahoma, and slightly 
behind normal in Kansas. Sixty-seven percent has 
emerged, also slightly behind normal for this date. The 
northeastern Corn Belt, northern Rocky Mountains, and 
Pacific Northwest were ahead of normal, while most of 
the central and southern Great Plains, southern Corn 
Belt, and Mississippi Delta lagged behind normal. 


Other crops: The rice harvest progressed to 97 
percent complete, slightly ahead of the normal pace. 
Growers in the Mississippi Delta harvested most of their 
remaining paddies. In California, the pace remained 
brisk, but continued to lag behind normal. Sorghum 
growers advanced their harvest to 75 percent, a few days 
ahead of the normal 67 percent pace. Dry conditions 
aided progress in the central Great Plains and southern 
Corn Belt. Dry weather also aided the peanut harvest, as 
progress jumped slightly ahead of the normal pace, to 72 
percent complete. Growers made rapid progress in the 
southeast, but remained well behind normal in Alabama 
and Georgia, but were far ahead of the 5-year average in 
Florida. In the southern Great Plains, progress remained 


slightly ahead of normal, despite rain that delayed harvest 
in parts of Texas. 
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Crop Progress and Condition 
Week Ending October 25, 1998 
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Crop Progress and Condition 
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These 8 States harvested 99% of 
last year's peanut acreage. 








Week Ending October 25, 1998 


Winter Wheat Crop Condition 
by Percent 


VP - Very Poor 
P - Poor 

F - Fair 

G - Good 

EX - Excellent 
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State Agricultural Summaries 





These summaries, issued weekly through the summer growing season, provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a national scale. 
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 
Weather Service. The crop weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS Home Page on the World Wide Web at 


http://www.usda.gov/nass/ or from JAWF at http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/jawf. 


ALABAMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil moisture 19% 
very short,57% short, 24% adequate. Dry, cool weather helped harvest 
progress, slowed fall planting in many areas. Cotton harvested 69%, 
44% 1997, 57% avg. Soybeans harvested 49%, 45% 1997, 37% avg. 
Peanuts dug 88%, 99% 1997, 91% avg.; combined 78%, 95% 1997, 
87% avg. Livestock 4% very poor, 17%, poor, 57% fair, 20% good, 2% 
excellent. Pasture feed 12% very poor, 20% poor, 53% fair, 13% good, 
2% excellent. Tomato harvest neared conclusion. Cool weather slowed 
catfish feeding. 





ARIZONA: Cotton harvest is well underway, is only about 1 week 
behind last year, 5-year average. Scattered rains over the weekend 
have slowed harvest in some areas. Alfalfa harvest activity was 
reported as 39% not being harvested, 7% light, 35% moderate, 19% 
active; slightly improved from the previous week. Condition 3% poor, 
16% fair, 56% good, 25% excellent. Light sheeping off was reported in 
a few areas. Range, pasture feed 2% very poor, 8% poor, 22% fair, 
54% good, 14% excellent. Last week central area growers harvested 
cantaloupes, green onions, honeydews, mixed greens, a light volume of 
cilantro. Eastern producers shipped apples, chili peppers, green onions, 
head lettuce, steady volume of pumpkins. Western producers began 
harvesting cantaloupes, honeydews. Western, central citrus groves 
continued to harvest lemons. 





ARKANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Soil moisture 1% very 
short, 14% short, 78% adequate, 7% surplus. Temperatures were near 
to slightly below-normal, precipitation was below normal for the week. 
A cold front late in the week resulted in the first below-freezing 
temperatures for the season. Main farming activities included harvesting 
rice, cotton, soybeans; completing the sorghum harvest; planting wheat. 
Other farm activities included fertilizing, over seeding pastures. There 
were isolated reports of wheat being re-planted due to armyworm 
damage. Cattle producers continued to wean, market calves and cull 
cows from their herds. Some producers were feeding hay, marketing 
cattle early due to lack of adequate forage. Cattle good condition 
statewide. Alfalfa 1% very poor,25% poor, 48% fair, 26% good. Other 
hay 5% very poor, 21% poor, 45% fair, 27% good, 2% excellent. 
Range, pasture feed 7% very poor, 29% poor, 41% fair, 20% good, 3% 
excellent. 





CALIFORNIA: Field activities made good progress, with favorable 
weather in most areas. Light to moderate rains fell on 24th in the San 
Joaquin, Sacramento Valleys, coastal valleys. Planting, harvesting of 
the major field crops will be delayed until soils dry. Seeding of small 
grains, forage crops continued on pre-irrigated fields. A few early- 
seeded wheat fields began to emerge. Cotton defoliation was nearing 
completion in the San Joaquin, Sacramento Valleys. Harvest was slow 
to gain momentum, due to the immaturity of the crop. Harvested fields 
were immediately plowed down for pink bollworm control. Desert area 
cotton harvest was nearly three-fourths complete. Rice harvest was 
winding down in the Sacramento Valley, slightly behind in the San 
Joaquin Valley. Corn for grain and silage, dry beans, sugar beets, 
sunflowers were harvested. Some sugar beet fields were treated for 
insects, worms, while others were being planted for next year’s crop. 
Alfalfa fields were sprayed for weeds. Harvest of alfalfa for hay or 
greenchop was ongoing. Some baled alfalfa suffered rain damage, 
overall extent of the damage was unknown. Harvest of grapes for fresh 
use in the San Joaquin Valley continued. Emperor, calmeria, crimson 
seedless were the major varieties being picked. Thompson seediess 
variety grapes were picked for fresh, raisin, wine uses. Approximately 
4% of the raisin crop was on open trays, 11% rolled, 85% picked up. 
Cool weather slowed drying. Harvest of grapes for wine production was 
also active. Fuji, Granny Smith apple picking was active. Fig, olive, 
persimmon, pomegranate harvests continued. Kiwifruit picking was 





active. Good-quality, small-sized fruit was reported. Almond, pistachio, 
walnut harvests continued. Valencia orange harvest continued at a slow 
pace. New crop navel oranges were maturing, small-sized fruit. Lemon, 
grapefruit picking continued. Fall season strawberry harvest continued. 
Harvest of potatoes, bell peppers, pumpkins, cucumbers continued. 
Processing tomato harvest was near completion. Cantaloupe harvest 
came to a close in the San Joaquin, Sacramento Valleys. A few sweet 
corn fields were still being picked. Broccoli harvest began in the San 
Joaquin Valley, coastal valleys. Lettuce was harvested in the central 
coast area. High yields were reported in San Benito County. Fall lettuce 
harvest also increased in magnitude in the San Joaquin Valley. 
Additional vegetable crops harvested included fresh, processing onions, 
eggplant, green beans, squash, radishes, sweet potatoes, beets. Fall 
cabbage was in good condition. Cauliflower, spinach crops made good 
progress in the southern San Joaquin Valley. Garlic, carrot, onion, 
potato fields were planted in central, southern counties. Insect pressure 
was high in the Imperial Valley. Pasture, rangeland conditions were 
generally fair. Dry feed, stockwater supplies good. Fall calving 
continued, was winding down in some areas. There was some early 
movement of stock cows to winter pastures. Many were on 
supplemental feed. Stocker weight cattle were moved into feediots or 
hay lots, awaiting new winter feed establishment. Beekeepers were 
repairing equipment, setting up almond contracts for next season. 





COLORADO: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.4. Topsoil moisture 11% 
very short, 32% short, 56% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil moisture 
8% very short, 34% short, 56% adequate 2% surplus. Favorable 
harvest weather continued through most of the week. Scattered rain/or 
snow showers occurred across the State late in the week. Sugar beets 
70% harvested, 60% 1997, 63% avg. Dry beans 99% threshed, 95% 
1997, 98% avg. Alfalfa 72% 4th cutting, 67% 1997, 58% avg.; 1% very 
poor, 2% poor, 29% fair, 54% good, 14% excellent. Pasture, range feed 
in mostly good to fair condition. Livestock continue to be moved to 
graze crop residues as harvest is completed. 





DELAWARE: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil moisture 30% 
short, 70% adequate. Subsoil moisture 34% short, 66% adequate. 
Barley 7% fair, 86% good, 7% excellent; 70% planted, 88% 1997, 76% 
avg. Wheat 9% fair, 86% good, 5% excellent; 30% planted, 46% 1997, 
34% avg. Soybeans 80% shedding leaves, 89% 1997, 87% avg.; 20% 
harvested, 27% 1997, 29% avg. Field corn 81% combined, 68% 1997, 
82% avg. Sorghum 45% harvested, 23% 1997, 28% avg. Alfalfa hay 
95% 4th cutting, 98% 1997, 93% avg.; 30% 5th cutting, 42% 1997, 
38% avg. Other hay 85% 4th cutting, 97% 1997, 60% avg. Hay 
supplies 9% short, 90% adequate, 1% surplus. Pasture feed 1% poor, 
33% fair, 66% good. Activities: Light sprinkle on 22nd, otherwise very 
dry. Corn, many soybean fields being harvested, continued sowing of 
wheat, barley. 





FLORIDA Topsoil moisture throughout State short to adequate. 
Haying active. Tobacco markets closed October 20. Cotton, peanut, 
soybean harvests active. Sugarcane harvest gaining momentum. 
Sugarcane planting active. Eighty-nine percent peanut acreage for nuts 
harvested. Harvesting tomatoes started in Palmetto-Ruskin region, 
while picking Bell peppers began around Immokalee. Snap bean, 
cucumber harvesting started East Coast region. Major crops shipped 
included snap beans, sweet corn, cucumbers, eggplant, peppers, 
pickles, squash, tomatoes, watermelons. In citrus area, early-week 
warm weather followed by rain, cooler weather. A little irrigation. New 
growth slowed. Harvesting crews moving early oranges, white and 
colored grapefruit, early tangerines. Few processing plants now open. 
Caretakers cutting cover crops, few sprays, fertilizers being applied. 
Dead trees being pushed, a few resets being planted. Pasture feed fair 
35%, good 55%, excellent 10%. Cattle fair 25%, good 65%, excellent 
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10%. North; land preparation for winter forage production active; half of 
forage planted. Central; pastures looked good, grass growing with good 
color. However, pastures declining seasonally due to dry weather. 
West-central; pastures in fair condition, not much growth but still 
somewhat green. Southwest; pastures received good showers. 
Statewide, cattle, calves in fair to good condition. 





GEORGIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.6. Soil moisture 11% very 
short, 37% short, 51% adequate, 1% surplus. Corn 99% harvested for 
grain, 98% 1997, 97% avg. Cotton 11% very poor, 22% poor, 40% fair, 
24% good, 3% excellent; 92% bolls open, 92% 1997, 93% avg.; 46% 
harvested, 41% 1997, 47% avg. Hay 11% very poor, 18% poor, 44% 
fair, 26% good, 1% excellent. Peanuts 4% very poor, 14% poor, 38% 
fair, 38% good, 6% excellent; 91% dug, 97% 1997, 96% avg.; 79% 
threshed, 93% 1997, 89% avg. Rye 56% planted, 58% 1997, 59% avg. 
Sorghum 88% harvested for grain, 68% 1997, 73% avg. Soybeans 
17% very poor, 27% poor, 40% fair, 14% good, 2% excellent; 92% 
dropping leaves, 92% 1997, 93% avg.; 22% harvested, 19% 1997, 16% 
avg. Wheat 1% poor, 39% fair, 52% good, 8% excellent; 10% planted, 
6% 1997, 9% avg.; 6% emerged, 2% 1997, 5% avg. Other small grains 
46% planted, 40% 1997, 42% avg. Apples 94% harvested, 93% 1997, 
93% avg. Pecans 16% very poor, 22% poor, 44% fair, 16% good, 2% 
excellent; 20% harvested, 16% 1997, 13% avg. Pasture feed 10% very 
poor, 17% poor, 42% fair, 27% good, 4% excellent. Another week of dry 
weather allowed farmers to make excellent harvest progress. Mostly 
short soil moisture levels in the northern half of the State continues to 
hinder planting of rye, other small grains. Cotton, peanut harvest 
benefiting from the cool, dry conditions. Low peanut yields are being 
reported in some areas. Corn harvest is nearing completion. Hay, 
pasture conditions declined, as some farmers are beginning to feed hay 
to livestock. Other activities included harvesting fall vegetables, land 
preparation for planting small grains, taking soil, nematode samples, 
general maintenance of harvesting equipment. 





HAWAII: No weather data available. 





IDAHO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Topsoil moisture 73% 
adequate, 27% short. Harvest activities across State near completion. 
Irrigation supply 25% excellent, 61% good, 6% fair, 2% poor, 6% very 
poor. Onions harvested 97%, 1997 100%, avg. 99%. Apples harvested 
70%, 1997 81%, avg. 79%. Potatoes harvested 94%, 1997 94%, avg. 
94%. Corn harvested for silage 97%, 99% 1997, 95% avg. Corn 
harvested for grain 29%, 30% 1997, 33% avg. Sugar beets harvested 
61%, 1997 63%, 57% avg. Activities: Fall ground preparation, planting 
winter wheat, wrapping up fall harvest, winterizing sprinkler systems, 
caring for livestock. 





ILLINOIS: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. Topsoil moisture 3% very 
short, 10% short, 80% adequate, 7% surplus. Soybean harvest is 
nearing completion. Corn harvest progress varies across the State. 
Farmers continued to seed the wheat crop. Scattered rains last week 
promoted emergence of the wheat crop. Other activities for last week 


included fall tillage, applying fertilizer. Sorghum mature 95%, 98% 1997, 
87% avg. 





INDIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.6. Topsoil moisture 5% very 
short, 22% short, 71% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil moisture 8% 
very short, 31% short, 59% adequate, 2% surplus. Excellent conditions 
have soybean harvest running about a week ahead of average, corn 
harvest nearly 10 days ahead of normal. Many areas of the State 
experienced a hard frost late in the week, which should further improve 
harvest activities. Fall tillage operations are also underway, as some 
farmers have already completed harvest. Tobacco harvest 98% 
complete, 97% 1997, 99% avg. Range, pasture feed 5% very poor, 
21% poor, 41% fair, 31% good, 2% excellent. Activities: Harvesting 
corn, soybeans, seeding winter wheat, fall tillage, harvesting tobacco, 
caring for livestock. 





IOWA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7. Topsoil moisture very short 
2%, short 15%, adequate 67%, surplus 16%. Subsoil moisture very 
short 5%, short 24%, adequate 62%, surplus 9%. Soybean harvest 
progressing rapidly, wrapping up in northwest, north-central areas. 
Grain storage getting tight in some areas. Rain, hail delaying harvest, 





damaged some fields in central two-thirds of State. Corn acreage 
harvested 52%, 45% 1997, 32% avg. Percentage moisture of all field 
corn averaged 20%; harvested corn averaged 18%. Corn lodging 37% 
none, 44% light, 15% moderate, 4% heavy; corn ear droppage 51% 
none, 37% light, 11% moderate, 1% heavy. Soybean acreage harvested 
87%, 93% 1997, 81% avg.; lodging 55% none, 33% light, 10% 
moderate, 2% heavy; shattering 50% none, 37% light, 10% moderate, 
3% heavy. Winter wheat planted 62%, 83% 1997, 77% avg. 
Completion of 1999 row crop fall tillage 9%, 10% 1997, 10% avg.; fall 
fertilizer applied 6%, 10% 1997, 9% avg. Livestock generally in good 
condition. Pasture feed improved, 2% very poor, 12% poor, 29% fair, 
43% good, 14% excellent. 





KANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Topsoil moisture 2% very 
short, 17% short, 74% adequate, 7% surplus. Subsoil 1% very short, 
16% short, 79% adequate, 4% surplus. Fall harvest, wheat seeding 
make good progress. Sunflowers harvested 89%, 67% 1997. Major 
field activities were seeding wheat, harvesting grain, fall tillage. Pasture 
feed 1% very poor, 9% poor, 39% fair, 44% good, 7% excellent. 
Stockwater supplies 3% very short 3% short, 90% adequate, 4% 
surplus. Cattle being moved to winter pastures, feediots. Producers 
busy with fall calving, weaning, marketing calves, yearlings. 





KENTUCKY: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. Topsoil moisture 11% 
very short, 44% short, 44% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil moisture 
16% very short, 44% short, 39% adequate, 1 % surplus. Frost brought 
an end to the growing season for many areas of the State. Below- 
normal temperatures Statewide. Rainfall 0.45 in. below normal. 
Condition of stripped tobacco 1% very poor, 10% poor, 38% fair, 39% 
good, 12% excellent. Pasture feed 10% very poor, 28% poor, 39% fair, 
20% good, 3% excellent. Ninety-three % of producers reported 
adequate hay supply. Winter wheat 62% seeded, 65% 1997, 63% avg. 





LOUISIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Soil moisture 1% very 
short, 29% short, 64% adequate, 6% surplus. Hay 91% final cutting, 
100% 1997, 98% avg. Some producers are getting second cuttings due 
to recent rains. Pecans 10% very poor, 24% poor, 38% fair, 19% good, 
9% excellent; 19% harvested, 25% 1997, 16% avg. Soybeans 100% 
leaves shedding, 100% 1997, 97% avg. Sugarcane 4% very poor, 12% 
poor, 26% fair, 43% good, 15% excellent; 98% planted, 100% 1997, 
99% avg.; 17% harvested, 24% 1997, 21% avg. Sweet potatoes 76% 
harvested, 81% 1997, 77% avg. Soft spots are still reported on 
harvested sweet potatoes. Wheat 39% planted, 31% 1997, 21% avg.; 
19% emerged, 12% 1997, 10% avg. Livestock 1% very poor, 11% 
poor, 42% fair, 42% good, 4% excellent. Vegetables 3% very poor, 16% 
poor, 45% fair, 33% good, 3% excellent. 





MARYLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.6. Topsoil moisture 18% 
very short, 47% short, 35% adequate. Subsoil moisture 25% very short, 
44% short, 31% adequate. Barley 9% very poor, 15% poor, 13% fair, 
53% good, 10% excellent; 83% planted, 82% 1997, 83% avg. Rye 19% 
poor, 33% fair, 40% good, 8% excellent; 68% planted, 66% 1997, 65% 
avg. Wheat 15% poor, 36% fair, 34% good, 15% excellent; 45% 
planted, 41% 1997, 49% avg. Field corn 81% combined, 59% 1997, 
75% avg. Soybeans 50% harvested, 37% 1997, 37% avg. Sorghum 
55% harvested, 44% 1997, 43% avg. Tobacco 11% stripped, 5% 1997, 
7% avg. Pasture feed 7% very poor, 31% poor, 25% fair, 31% good, 
6% excellent. Apples 90% harvested, 86% 1997, 85% avg. Other hay 
4th cutting 93% harvested, 79% 1997, 70% avg. Alfalfa hay 40% 5th 
cutting, 39% 1997, 46% avg. Hay supplies 4% very short, 25% short, 
62% adequate, 9% surplus. Activities: Seeding of small grains, 
continued harvesting of corn, soybeans, sorghum, hay, stripping 
tobacco. 





MICHIGAN: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil moisture 5% very 
short, 33% short, 61% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil moisture 20% 
very short, 40% short, 40% adequate. Hay 4th cutting 79%, 81% 1997, 
71% avg. Warm, dry weather across most of the State created 
excellent harvest conditions, kept grain moisture low, minimizing the 
need to dry. Some areas southeast, south-central received first killing 
frost. Other areas, especially those close to lakes, have not yet had 
severe frost. Corn, soybean harvest continued with several reports of 
higher-than-expected yields from areas that had drier-than-normal 
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growing season. Corn harvest progress about 2 1/2 weeks ahead of the 
5-year average. Sugarbeet harvest in full swing, 60 to 70% complete. 
Winter wheat planting almost complete, most areas could use additional 
precipitation for good early growth of crop. Fall tillage progressed 
although dry soil was hard on equipment, increased fuel consumption. 





MINNESOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.4. Topsoil moisture 2% 
very short, 5% short, 78% adequate, 15% surplus. Soybeans 12% 
moisture content, 11% 1997, 12% avg.; 69% stubble worked, 75% 
1997, 52% avg. Sugarbeets 95% harvested, 93% 1997, 92% avg. 
Sunflowers 50% harvested, 72% 1997, 74% avg. Corn 18% moisture 
content, 19% 1997, 23% avg.; stubble worked 41%, 45% 1997, 24% 
avg. Pasture feed 8% very poor, 17% poor, 33% fair, 37% good, 5% 
excellent. Favorable weather last week allowed fields to dry enough for 
harvesting, other fall fieldwork to resume. 





MISSISSIPPI: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. Soil moisture 32% very 
short, 40% short, 27% adequate, 1% surplus. Cotton 94% harvested, 
76% 1997, 75% avg. Rice 100% harvested, 99% 1997, 97% avg. 
Soybeans 91% harvested, 75% 1997, 65% avg. Sweet potatoes 85% 
harvested, 75% 1997, 81% avg.; 8% very poor, 15% poor, 38% fair, 
38% good, 1% excellent. Wheat 60% planted, 51% 1997, 49% avg.; 
39% emerged, 24% 1997, 27% avg.; 2% very poor, 8% poor, 62% fair, 
28% good. Peanuts 93% harvested, 98% 1997, NA avg.; 4% poor, 
30% fair, 60% good, 6% excellent. Cattle 1% very poor, 9% poor, 39% 
fair, 45% good, 6% excellent. Pasture feed 9% very poor, 24% poor, 
41% fair, 23% good, 3% excellent. Activities: Dry weather persists in 
many areas across the State. A good general rain is needed statewide. 





MISSOURI: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Topsoil moisture 4% 
short, 81% adequate, 15% surplus. Northwest, west-central are the 
wettest areas, with 33% surplus, while south-central, southeast are 15% 
short. Ground intended for next year's spring crops that has been 
worked at least once (excluding no-till) 18%, 26% 1997, 15% avg. Corn 
harvest least advanced northeast 60%, northwest 66%, due to later 
plantings, wet harvest weather. Soybeans mature 96%, 96% 1997, 
91% avg. Soybean harvest most advanced in south-central 78%, north- 
central 73%; central, east-central districts at 72%, least advanced 
southeast 63%, west-central 64%, northwest, southwest 67% due to 
weather delays. Sorghum harvest most advanced in southern third of 
State at $93% or more complete, while central 43%, northeast 52%, east- 
central 51% are least advanced. Wheat planting most advanced in 
Bootheel at 69%, followed by east-central 62%, least advanced west 
central 27%, southwest 30%. Cotton harvest 5 days behind normal. 
Pasture feed 4% poor, 27% fair, 59% good, 10% excellent. 





MONTANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Topsoil moisture 6% very 
short, 35% short, 58% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil moisture 13% 
very short, 40% short, 46% adequate, 1% surplus. Conditions at 
beginning of week were cooler, with temperatures mostly in the 40's, 
50's, warmed up as the week went along. No significant amounts of 
precipitation were reported anywhere in the State, only trace amounts. 
Sugar beets harvested 80%, 91% 1997, 84% avg. Potatoes harvested 
88%, 89% 1997, 88% avg. Range, pasture remains in mostly fair to 
good condition. Ranchers have moved 80% of the cattle, 84% of the 
sheep off summer pastures compared with the 5-year average of 68% 
of the cattle, 74% of sheep moved off by this time. 





NEBRASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Topsoil moisture 2% 
very short, 22% short, 76% adequate. Subsoil moisture 5% very short, 
23% short, 72% adequate. Corn harvest 75%, 10 days ahead of 60% 
1997, 48% avg. Soybean harvest 87%, 89% 1997, 91% avg. Sorghum 
harvest 76%, ahead of 75% 1997, 56% avg. Alfalfa 26% fair, 67% 
good, 4% excellent. Wheat emergence 96%, just behind 98% 1997, 
98% avg. Pasture feed 4% very poor, 10% poor, 28% fair, 55% good, 
3% excellent. Producer activities; sugar beet, sunflower, fall tillage, 
fertilizer application, fencing, weaning calves, livestock health programs. 





NEVADA: Week began with temperatures below normal everywhere 
except Winnemucca. By week's end, temperatures were below normal 
statewide. Precipitation was light early in the week, but rain showers 
visited statewide over the weekend. Last cutting of alfalfa neared 
completion. Winter wheat, barley planting closing in on completion. 





Mint distilling continued in Orovada. Garlic, onion harvests were 
wrapping up. Potato harvest continued in Humboldt County. Pasture, 
range condition remained mostly good. Cattle movement to fall pastures 
continued along with marketing, shipping of cattle. Main farm, ranch 
activities: Haying, potato harvest, garlic, onion harvest, grain planting, 
mint distilling, cattle marketing. 





NEW ENGLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Topsoil moisture 
5% short, 84% adequate, 11% surplus. Subsoil moisture 14% short, 
75% adequate, 11% surplus. Pasture feed 1% very poor, 20% poor, 
29% fair, 49% good, 1% excellent. Maine potatoes 99% harvested, 95% 
1997, 99% avg.; condition good to fair. Massachusetts potatoes 100% 
harvested, 99% 1997, 99% avg.; condition good to fair. Rhode Island 
potatoes 95% harvested, 99% 1997, 99% avg.; condition good to fair. 
Field corn 95% harvested, 85% 1997, 90% avg.; condition good. 
Second-cut hay 99% harvested, 95% 1997, 99% avg.; condition good 
to fair. Third-cut hay 90% harvested, 95% 1997, 95% avg.; condition 
good to fair. Apples 95% harvested, 95% 1997, 95% avg.; size 
average; condition good. Pears 99% harvested, 99% 1997, 99% avg.; 
size average; condition good to fair. Cranberries 90% harvested, 90% 
1997, 90% avg.; size average, condition good. Major farm activities 
included: Harvesting apples, pears, cranberries, potatoes, field corn, 
hay. Farmers continued with end-of-season chores including planting 
cover crops, removing irrigation equipment, spreading manure, lime. 





NEW JERSEY: Days suitable for fieldwork 7. Farmers are harvesting 
fall vegetables, planting cover crops (wheat, rye) spraying for disease, 
pests. Amount of feed requirements that pastures are supplying is 
average. Irrigation water supply is adequate. Farmers are harvesting 
fall items (spinach, cabbage, parsley, endive, escarole, lettuce, turnips, 
sweet potatoes, pumpkins), with the harvesting of summer vegetables 
(tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers) nearly complete. Cranberry harvest 
is winding down. Apple harvest continues, with a good supply reported. 
Harvesting of soybeans, corn for grain continues. Pasture conditions 
are fair. 





NEW MEXICO: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.4. Topsoil moisture 19% 
very short, 41% short, 38% adequate, 2% surplus. Wet weather across 
most of the State last week slowed harvest. Accumulated precipitation 
for the week reached 1.82 in. the northwest. When the weather 
permitted, farmers continued with fall harvest of chile, corn, sorghum, 
cotton, lettuce, apples. Green chile harvest completed, red chile harvest 
advanced to 31% picked, 34% 1997; 1% poor, 38% fair, 53% good, 8% 
excellent. Corn harvest continued with 79% of the grain in, 81% 1997; 
3% poor, 33% fair, 57% good, 7% excellent. Sorghum harvest, slowed 
by the weather, made very little progress last week. Cotton harvest 
moved slowly to 18% complete. Hay producers were finishing up final 
cuttings of the year. Sixth cutting moved to 70% complete; 5% poor, 
40% fair, 47% good, 8% excellent. With 40% of the lettuce crop 
harvested, 20% fair, 48% good, 32% excellent. Apple harvest almost 
completed with 93% of the crop picked, 100% 1997; 12% poor, 30% 
fair, 58% good. Fall planting continued. Eighty-two percent of the onion 
crop was in the ground as wheat planting was completed across the 
State. Pecans remained in good condition. Cattle, sheep stayed in fair 
to good condition. Range, pasture feed conditions remained steady. 





NEW YORK: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Soil moisture 13% 
short, 83% adequate, 4% surplus. Pasture feed 2% poor, 26% fair, 
65% good, 7% excellent. Corn 29% fair, 42% good, 29% excellent. 
Silage corn harvest near complete, 95% 1997, 93% avg. Grain corn 
77% harvested, 34% 1997, 28% avg. Harvest 2 weeks ahead of 
average. Soybean harvest in full swing. Dry beans 75% harvested. 
Potato harvest continued. Apple, grape harvests near complete. Cider 
making in full swing. Cabbage, pumpkin harvests continued. Harvest 
over for most other vegetable crops. 





NORTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.6. State enjoyed 
a great week of weather that made the farmers, State Fair goers happy. 
This year's Fair broke the all-time attendance record. Last weeks good 
weather conditions proved to be helpful to harvest progress of sweet 
potatoes, cotton. These harvestings are well above the 5-year average. 
Soil moisture remains short in most areas, for the State 22% very short, 
47% short, 30% adequate, 1% surplus. Activities included: Harvesting 
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cotton, peanuts, sweet potatoes, soybeans, sorghum; planting small 
grains; tending livestock. 





NORTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Topsoil moisture 4% 
short, 90% adequate, 6% surplus. Subsoil moisture 1% very short, 
13% short, 81% adequate, 5% surplus. Producers made excellent 
progress on row crop harvest due to favorable weather during the week. 
Dry weather prompted fall tillage, chemical applications. Late-season 
crop harvest continued at a pace ahead of avg., except potatoes, 
soybeans. Corn for grain 74% harvested; 69% 1997; 52% avg.; 
potatoes 98% dug; 100% 1997; 99% avg.; soybeans 89% harvested; 
98% 1997; 90% avg.; sugar beets 95% lifted; 92% 1997; 93% avg.; 
sunflower 71% harvested; 81% 1997; 58% avg. Producers reported the 
most progress on sunflower harvest, about 1 week ahead of the 
average. Pasture, ranges were reported as being in good condition for 
this time of year. Pasture feed 5% very poor, 14% poor, 39% fair, 39% 
good, 3% excellent. Stockwater supplies 4% short, 93% adequate, 3% 
surplus. 





OHIO: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Topsoil moisture 3% very 
short, 22% short,73% adequate, 2% surplus. Corn harvested for grain 
52%, 25% 1997, 37% avg.; harvested for silage 95%; 88 % 1997; 94% 
avg. Soybeans harvested 92%, 90% 1997, 83% avg. Winter wheat 
planted 96%, 93% 1997, 90% avg.; emerged 76%, 51% 1997, 55% avg. 
Tobacco 16% stripped, 6% 1997. Fall, winter apples 94% harvested, 
82% 1997, 80% avg. Pasture feed 3% very poor, 12% poor, 38% fair, 
40% good, 7% excellent. Winter wheat 19% fair, 62% good, 19% 
excellent. Frost has ended the season for some of the tender vegetable 
crops, particularly in the northern part of the State. However, some 
producers are still harvesting pumpkins, squash, apples, cabbage, 
tomatoes, cucumbers, eggplant, peppers. Mildew is still being reported 
on pumpkins along with scab damage on apples. Other activities 
include combining soybeans, shelling corn; sowing wheat, rye; fall 
plowing; picking ear corn; applying fertilizer, lime; hauling manure; 
installing tile; bushhogging; repairing fences; preparing equipment for 
storage; baling corn stalks; weaning, vaccinating calves; stripping 
tobacco; pressing cider. Weed pressures have diminished significantly 
as foxtail, ragweed, nutsedge, quackgrass, thistles were the only 
problems reported. Most of the damage to crops has been by turkeys, 
raccoons, beavers. Pasture regrowth has been adequate throughout 
most of the State, with only a few exceptions. Many producers are 
feeding hay to livestock, particularly in the southern half of the State 
where the dry summer stressed pastures, limited regrowth. 





OKLAHOMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.1. Topsoil moisture 2% 
very short, 26% short, 71% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil moisture 
8% very short, 31% short, 61% adequate. Cool, dry weather dried 
fields, allowed small grain seeding, row crop harvest. Oats 83% 
planted, 56% 1997, 61% avg.; 51% up-to-stand, 32% 1997, 34% avg. 
Corn 100% harvested, 99% 1997, 96% avg. Sorghum 55% harvested, 
40% 1997, 33% avg. Soybeans 51% harvested, 43% 1997, 48% avg. 
Peanuts 59% combined, 59% 1997, 54% avg. Alfalfa hay 4% very poor, 
10% poor, 36% fair, 45% good, 5% excellent; 84% 4th cutting, 95% 
1997, 98% avg.; 23% 5th cutting, 42% 1997, 61% avg. Other hay 50% 
2nd cutting, 81% 1997, 96% avg. Livestock 2% very poor, 8% poor, 
28% fair, 61% good, 1% excellent. Cattle marketings mostly average. 





OREGON: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil moisture 16% very 
short, 44% short, 39% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil moisture 7% 
very short, 22% short, 71% adequate. Barley planted 45%, 48% 1997, 
42% avg. Winter wheat 13% fair, 87% good; planted 83%, 88% 1997, 
80% avg.; emerged 63%, 61% 1997, 50% avg. Range, pasture feed 
1% very poor, 6% poor, 32% fair, 60% good, 1% excellent. Activities: 
Fall tillage, seeding activities moved forward across the State. Silage 
harvest, some haying activities continued. Fertilizing, pesticide 
applications reported in multiple counties. Good growth reported in 
some sugar beet seed fields. Nurseries, greenhouses busy with 
movement of balled, burlapped material, containers to market 
destinations. Christmas trees in good condition, most growers pre-sold 
out. Potato, onion harvest activities winding down in eastern areas. 
Potato fields fumigated in some counties. Western areas harvest of 
Cauliflower, broccoli continued. Processing of onions, potatoes 
continued. Hazelnut harvest continued in Willamette Valley. Berry 





growers completed winter preparation. Rogue River Valley pear, apple 
harvests finished, grape harvest continued. South coast cranberry crop 
harvest continued. Hood River Valley pear harvest completed in lower 
valley, braeburn, fuji apple harvest began. In upper valley, selective 
picking of red delicious apples underway. Milton Freewater fuji apple 
harvest continued. Livestock condition good. In east, fall weaning, 
vaccinating, pregnancy checking ongoing. Range growth dormant. 
Willamette Valley pastures continued to improve, reduce need for 
supplemental feeding. Southwest pasture growth started. 





PENNSYLVANIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Soil moisture 16% 
very short, 19% short, 63% adequate, 2% surplus. Ensilage corn 
harvested 96% harvested, 89% 1997, 92% avg. Soybean harvest 30% 
complete, 38% 1997. 37% avg. Soybean 2% very poor, 4% poor, 16% 
fair, 71% good, 7% excellent. Potato harvest 87% complete, 89% 1997, 
88% avg. Fall plowing 74% complete, 80% 1997, 78% avg. Barley 
planted 95% complete, 97% 1997, 93% avg.; emerged 65% complete, 
68% 1997, average not available. Alfalfa 3rd cutting 100% complete, 
97% 1997, 97% avg.; 4th cutting 82% complete, 76% 1997, 73% avg. 
Quality of hay made 7% poor, 35% fair, 41% good, 17% excellent. 
Grape harvest 90% complete, 77% 1997, 86% avg. Apple harvest 88% 
complete, 79% 1997, 84% avg. Activities: Fall plowing; cutting hay and 
haylage; harvesting grapes, apples, corn, soybeans, potatoes and fall 
vegetables; seeding wheat, barley and cover crops; filling silos; 
machinery maintenance; fixing fences; hauling, spreading manure; 
spreading lime; constructing new barns, poultry houses; caring for 
livestock. 





SOUTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Soil moisture 
19% very short, 51% short, 29% adequate, 1% surplus. Apples 98% 
harvested, 94% 1997, 92% avg. Barley 55% planted, 55% 1997, 39% 
avg.; 32% emerged, 41% 1997, 25% avg.; 93% fair, 7% good. Grapes 
65% fair, 35% good. Livestock 5% poor, 32% fair, 60% good, 3% 
excellent. Oats 53% planted, 52% 1997, 45% avg.; 35% emerged, 40% 
1997, 32% avg.; 4% poor, 55% fair, 41% good. Pasture feed 3% very 
poor, 12% poor, 42% fair, 41% good, 2% excellent. Peanuts 73% 
harvested, 75% 1997, 73% avg.; 14% very poor, 28% poor, 43% fair, 
15% good. Pecans 30% harvested, 23% 1997, 18% avg.; 6% poor, 
54% fair, 38% good, 2% excellent. Rye 58% planted, 61% 1997, 49% 
avg.; 39% emerged, 43% 1997, 35% avg.; 7% poor, 36% fair, 57% 
good. Sorghum 98% matured, 100% 1997; 67% harvested, 84% 1997; 
2% very poor, 9% poor, 53% fair, 35% good, 1% excellent. Sweet 
potatoes 75% harvested, 80% 1997, 57% avg.; 5% fair, 90% good, 5% 
excellent. Tobacco 99% stalks destroyed, 99% 1997, 96% avg. Winter 
grazings 73% planted, 76% 1997, 67% avg.; 55% emerged, 53% 1997, 
47% avg.; 7% very poor, 11% poor, 36% fair, 46% good. Winter wheat 
26% planted, 31% 1997, 16% avg.; 15% emerged, 21% 1997, 9% avg.; 
18% poor, 35% fair, 47% good. 





SOUTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.6. Topsoil moisture 
1% short, 84% adequate, 15% surplus. Subsoil moisture 2% short, 
85% adequate, 13% surplus. Rains stopped harvest once again at the 
start of the week. Good fall weather by midweek had harvest back in full 
swing. Sunflower 75% harvested, 78% 1997, 64% avg. Sorghum 1% 
poor, 12% fair, 70% good, 17% excellent. Corn 1% poor, 6% fair, 45% 
good, 48% excellent. Soil conditions remain in good condition from the 
welcomed moisture. Winter rye 5% poor, 12% fair, 70% good, 13% 
excellent; emerged 97%, 99% 1997, 97% avg. Livestock remain in good 
condition with pastures benefiting from the moisture, good condition for 
winter, next spring. Livestock 1% poor, 7% fair, 66% good, 26% 
excellent. Stockwater supplies 4% short, 81% adequate, 15% surplus. 





TENNESSEE: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil moisture 18% 
very short, 40% short, 41% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil moisture 
16% very short, 39% short, 42% adequate, 3% surplus. Burley 40% 
stripped, 31% 1997, 34% avg. Pasture feed 11% very poor, 29% poor, 
35% fair, 23% good, 2% excellent. Winter wheat 53% seeded, 47% 
1997, 47% avg.; 1% very poor, 5% poor, 24% fair, 59% good, 11% 
excellent. Scattered light frost throughout the State during the middle 
part of last week continued to aid burley tobacco growers with stripping. 
Winter wheat seeding passed the midway point as of 25th. Recent 
rains helped improve conditions, but more is needed. Pasture 
conditions remained poor due to a lack of moisture. Cattle producers 
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continued to feed a higher-than-normal amount of hay and in a few 
cases were forced to haul water. Some producers in the Eastern portion 
of the State completed their final hay cutting last week. 





TEXAS: Rain continued in the Central region causing additional 
problems as people were cleaning up after flooding. Producers 
beginning to assess damages, look for livestock that strayed during 
flooding. Significant soil erosion occurred in plowed fields. Rain also 
spread through western areas of the State on backside of a strong cool 
front, kept field activities to a minimum. Cooler weather continued. The 
additional moisture improved small grains, cool season pasture grasses. 
Livestock conditions improved, with better grazing conditions in most 
areas. 

Crops: Small Grains: Planting operations stalled in the Plains by 
rain early week. The moisture benefited dryland fields. Rain across 
most other areas also should benefit small grains. Cooler weather, rain 
slowed armyworm activity. Statewide winter wheat condition rated 51% 
normal, compared with 78% last year. Corn: Harvest operations were 
stalled for much of the week in the High Plains. Cotton: Harvest in full 
swing in the Plains until rainfall stalled progress early week. Yields 
continued varied across area. Grain Sorghum: Late-developing fields in 
the Plains needed warmer weather to mature. Rain halted harvest 
operations for much of the week. Peanuts: Yields lower than earlier 
expected in many fields in the Plains, North Central as wet fields stalled 
harvest. Harvest slowed in the South Central. Rice: Second crop 
harvest operations stalled most of the week along Upper Coast. Many 
fields lodging due to high winds, too much rain. Soybeans: Harvest 
winding down in the Plains on good crop as rain arrived, slowed 
progress. Harvest also slowed on later varieties along the Upper Coast. 

Commercial Vegetables: Rio Grande Valley, scattered showers, 
wet fields slowed planting operations. San Antonio-Winter Garden, 
planting slowed by wet conditions most of the week. East, sweet potato 
harvest slowed, more decline in quality expected. High Plains, pepper 
harvest slowed early week. Trans Pecos, harvest chili, bell peppers 
slowly continued. Pecans: Flood waters washed out many groves along 
rivers, streams in the Central region causing both tree, nut loss. 
Harvest operations slowed by wet conditions in most areas. 

j : Losses to pastures, fences, buildings, 
livestock continued to mount as flood waters began to recede in the 
Central region. Cooler weather, additional rain many areas improved 
cool season grasses, small grains. Livestock conditions improved in 
many areas with improved pastures. Prices up at many auctions, with 
light volumes because of wet conditions. 





UTAH: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Topsoil moisture 1% very short, 
10% short, 85% adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil moisture 14% short, 
86% adequate. Pasture, range 15% poor, 20% fair, 51% good, 14% 
excellent. Cattle moved from summer range 88%, 88% 1997, 91% avg. 
Sheep moved from summer range 89%, 90% 1997, 92% avg. Winter 
wheat emerged 83%, 87% 1997, 80% avg. Corn: mature 87%, 86% 
1997, 88% avg; harvested for grain 28%, 62% 1997, 46% avg. Onions 
harvested 86%, 99% 1997, 96% avg. Apples 87% picked, 92% 1997, 
84% avg. Farmers are preparing for the end of harvest season. 





VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil moisture 42% very 
short, 44% short, 14% adequate. Subsoil moisture 39% very short, 
47% short, 14% adequate. Corn 86% harvested, 66% 1997, 76% avg. 
Cotton 74% harvested, 21% 1997, 36% avg. Soybeans 83% dropping 
leaves, 80% 1997, NA% avg.; 22% harvested, 21% 1997, 21% avg.; 
10% very poor, 25% poor, 33% fair, 30% good, 2% excellent. Winter 
wheat 18% seeded, 18% 1997, 30% avg. Barley 52% seeded, 56% 
1997, 69% avg. Fall apples 82% harvested, 80% 1997, 90% avg, 
Winter apples 68% harvested, 67% 1997, 70% avg.; apples 3% very 
poor, 9% poor, 41% fair, 40% good, 7% excellent. Pasture feed 26% 
very poor, 50% poor, 19% fair, 5% good. Topsoil moisture levels 
decreased again this past week, bringing acres of cropland categorized 
as short, very short to 86%. Fortunately many small grain producers 
benefited from the rain 2 weeks ago. These rain showers allowed for 
germination of early-pianted acres. Some producers still have not been 
able to seed their small grain acreage due to the lack of significant 





rainfall. Pastures continue to suffer from the lack of moisture, currently 
three-fourths of the acres fall in the poor, very poor categories. 
Livestock producers are continuing to make preparations for feed 
requirements for the coming winter. Many areas of the Commonwealth 
have experienced cooler weather this past week, with several areas 
reporting a frost last 22nd night. Conditions suitable for fieldwork have 
allowed peanut, cotton harvest to progress rapidly. Cotton harvest 
continues to be ahead of normal levels, with peanut harvest slightly 
behind normal levels. Other activities for the week included continued 
marketing of cattle, stripping, grading, preparing burley tobacco for 
market, harvesting vegetables, applying lime, fertilizer, mowing ditches, 
banks, spreading manure on fields, overseeding pastures, hayfields. 





WASHINGTON: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.9. Topsoil moisture 9% 
very short, 20% short; 71% adequate. Subsoil moisture 10% very short, 
45% short, 45% adequate. Dry conditions in eastern areas continued 
to have a negative impact on the new crop of winter wheat. Potatoes 
91% harvested, 93% 1997, 90% avg. Corn for grain 40% harvested, 
19% 1997, 25% avg. Corn silage 98% harvested, 98% 1997, 97% avg. 
Potato harvest was completed in some areas, sugar beet harvest 
continued. Hay, other roughage supplies 5% short, 70% adequate, 25% 
Surplus. Range, pasture feed 25% poor, 55% fair, 20% good. 
Unseasonably warm temperatures revitalized pastures in western areas. 
Cattle were in excellent condition. Late apple harvests continued, 
concord, most wine grape harvests were completed. Some areas 
reported that harvest labor was in short supply this year. Vegetable 
growers were busy with the final harvest, fall tillage. 





WEST VIRGINIA Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Topsoil moisture 
18% very short, 51% short, 31% adequate. Apple harvest 93%, 67% 
1997. Hay 3rd cut 95%, 90% 1997, 93% avg. Corn 13% poor, 37% 
fair, 49% good, 1% excellent; dent 97%, 100% 1997; mature 95%, 
100% 1997; corn harvested for grain 60%, 50% 1997, 65% avg. 
Soybeans harvested for grain 81%, 44% 1997, 46% avg. Wheat 
planted 67%, 52% 1997, 63% avg.; emerged 44%. Cattle 4% poor, 
15% fair, 76% good, 5% excellent. Sheep 2% poor, 19% fair, 69% 
good, 10% excellent. Dry weather conditions continue to plague some 
areas of the State. Rain is needed to restore soil moisture and improve 
pasture conditions. 





WISCONSIN: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7. Soil moisture 2% very 
short, 19% short, 74% adequate, 5% surplus. Soybeans harvested 
79%, 93% 1997, 78% avg. For the second week in a row, farmers 
continued to experience great harvest weather. Most of the harvest 
activity was concentrated on soybeans, corn, as this is predominantly 
what is left in the fields. Currently 58% of the corn has been harvested. 
General consensus is that this year’s crop is looking very good, with 
yields being average to well above average. Some corn yields reported 
by our crop weather reporters are: Lincoln Co. - 55 to 100 bu/acre; 
Dunn Co. - 100 to 150 bu/acre; Adams Co. - 190 to 200 bu/acre in 
southern part of county; 100 or less on dryland; Fond du Lac Co. - 180 
to 200 bu/acre; Kewaunee Co. - over 200 bu/acre (Bt corn); Winnebago 
Co. - 100 to 180 bu/acre; Dane Co. - 140 to 200 bu/acre; Walworth Co. 
- over 200 bu/acre. With above-average amounts of hay and corn (both 
for grain and silage) harvested this year, many are reporting a shortage 
of storage space. This is reflected in our survey of hay, roughage 
supplies. Statewide, winter feed supplies are overwhelmingly rated at 
adequate to surplus. No district reported a shortage above 4%. Pasture 
feed 1% very poor, 13% poor, 33% fair, 43% good, 10% excellent. 





WYOMING: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.6. Topsoil moisture 20% 
short, 75% adequate, 5% surplus. Subsoil moisture 25% short, 75% 
adequate. Corn harvested for grain 35%, 27% 1997, 50% avg. Alfalfa 
3rd cutting 92%, 89% 1997, 97% avg. Sugar beets harvested 73%, 
91% 1997, 82% avg. Range, pasture feed 1% very poor, 6% poor, 20% 
fair, 65% good, 8% excellent. Corn 2% poor, 8% fair, 83% good, 7% 
excellent. Winter wheat 11% fair, 82% good, 7% excellent. Stockwater 
2% short, 97% adequate, 1% surplus. Nice weather improved day's 
suitable for fieldwork. Ranchers busy working livestock. 
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International Weather and Crop Summary 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


FSU-WESTERN: Light showers eased prolonged dryness in winter 
wheat areas of eastern Ukraine and southern Russia, improving topsoil 
moisture for crop emergence and establishment. 


EUROPE: Occasional showers in northwestern Europe continued to 
slow summer crop harvesting and winter grain planting. 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Dry weather helped pre-planting 
fieldwork in Morocco and western Algeria, while light showers caused 
only brief interruptions in Tunisia and central and eastern Algeria. 


AUSTRALIA: Rain returned to New South Wales, slowing the winter 
grain harvest. 


SOUTH ASIA: Inundating rain generated additional flooding in rice 
areas of eastern India and Bangladesh. 


SOUTH AFRICA: Dry, warm weather aided seasonal fieldwork, 
including the planting of corn and other summer crops. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Another strong typhoon ripped through the 
Philippines, damaging copra, sugarcane, and rice operations. 


EASTERN ASIA: Dry weather returned to the mainland, aiding the 
summer harvest, but unfavorable wetness persisted over Japan’s 
primary rice areas. 


SOUTH AMERICA: Rain benefited Argentina’s winter wheat, while 
much-needed dryness brought some relief to saturated crop areas of 
southern Brazil. 


MEXICO: Corn maturation and early harvesting progressed across the 
Southern Plateau Corn Belt under mostly favorable conditions. 
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EUROPE 





Occasional showers continued to fall over crop areas in the United 
Kingdom, France, the Benelux countries, and Germany, with rainfall 
increasing in intensity late in the week. Precipitation amounts 
generally ranged from 10 to 40 mm, with crop areas in western 
England and Ireland receiving rainfall in excess of 50 mm. The 
precipitation in these areas continued to slow summer crop harvesting 
and winter wheat planting, but provided abundant moisture for newly 
emerging winter wheat and rye and developing winter barley and 
rapeseed. Farther south, dry weather prevailed over Portugal and 
southern Spain, helping summer crop harvesting and fieldwork for 
early winter grain planting. Showers (10-36 mm) returned to northern 
Italy, interrupting fieldwork. In eastern Europe, light showers fell from 
Poland southward through the Czech Republic and Slovakia into 
Hungary, causing only brief delays in fieldwork and maintaining 
sufficient moisture conditions for winter grain establishment. Farther 
south, beneficial dryness prevailed in southern Romania and Bulgaria, 
improving conditions for summer crop harvesting and winter wheat 
planting, seriously delayed by earlier wetness. Warm, dry weather in 
Greece favored cotton harvesting. Weekly temperatures across Europe 
ranged from 1 to3 degrees C above normal, favoring rapid emergence 
and development of winter crops. 
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FSU-WESTERN 


Light showers (5-17 mm) brought some relief from prolonged dryness 
in eastern Ukraine and southern Russia (southern Black Soils Region, 
lower Volga Valley, and the North Caucasus), improving moisture 
conditions for winter wheat emergence and establishment. However, 
additional rain and mild weather are needed to ensure that crops 
become sufficiently established before entering dormancy. Typically 
winter wheat in these areas enters dormancy by mid-November. 
Reports as of October 23 indicated that winter grain planting in 
Ukraine was lagging the normal pace due to a lack of fuel to run farm 
machinery as well as dry topsoils. Corn, sunflower, and sugar beet 
harvests continued to progress in Ukraine and southern Russia, with 
light showers causing only brief interruptions in fieldwork. Farther 
north, showers (4-25 mm) and unseasonably mild weather in the 
Baltics, Belarus, and northen Russia allowed continued vegetative 
growth of winter grains. Winter grains in these areas continued to 
cold-harden prior to dormancy. Weekly temperatures averaged 2 to 4 
degrees C above normal in Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, and the Baltics. 

















MEXICO 


Only light rain (mostly less than 25 mm) fell across the Southern 
Plateau Corn Belt, favoring corn maturation and early harvesting. 
Near-normal temperatures prevailed across the Corn Belt. Moderate 
to heavy rain (50-150 mm) persisted, however, in east-central Mexico, 
including Veracruz, maintaining very wet conditions. Beneficial rain 
(10-60 mm), partly due to the remnants of Hurricane Madeline, fell in 
north-central and northeastern Mexico. The moisture eased long-term 
drought and improved pastures. Cool weather accompanied the rain, 
however, holding temperatures as much as 4 degrees C below normal. 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA 





SOUTH ASIA 





For the second week, a powerful cyclone hit the northern Philippine 
island of Luzon. Hurricane Babs struck the island’s southeastern tip 
with sustained winds of well over 100 mph, causing an indeterminable 
amount of damage to that region’s copra, sugarcane, and rice industry. 
High winds and very heavy rain (100-300 mm or more) prevailed over 
much of southern Luzon and the nearby Visayan Islands, which 
typically account for about 30 percent of the nation’s coconut 
production. Heavy rain (50-100 mm, locally exceeding 300 mm) also 
soaked a broad section of central Vietnam, causing some flooding and 
possible damage to unharvested rice. In Thailand, main-season rice 
harvesting made some progress in the north and east, although 
moderate to heavy showers (25-50 mm or more) continued from the 
lower Chao Phraya near Bangkok southward through the Malay 
Peninsula. The rain extended southward into the northern oil palm 
areas of western Malaysia. Widespread tropical showers continued in 
eastern Malaysia as well as most of Indonesia. Pre-planting activities 
in Java were disrupted by very heavy rain (100 mm or greater), which 
caused some flooding and possible damage to rice seedlings. 
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A shift in the monsoon pattern brought heavy rain (50-100 mm or 
more) to eastern India and Bangladesh, while allowing drier conditions 
to develop elsewhere in the region. The heavy rainfall in the east 
likely caused additional flooding in major rice areas while disrupting 
main-season harvests and the planting of secondary crops. In contrast, 
dryness was welcomed in India’s southern interior following weeks of 
incessant, locally heavy rain. Farther north, the break in the 
unfavorably wet pattern was beneficial for mature cotton and rice. 
Winter grain and oilseed planting, usually underway by now, should be 
off to a good start in terms of moisture for germination. 
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EASTERN ASIA 

Dry weather returned to southern and central China, with temperatures 
averaging 1 to 2 degrees C throughout the region. Although conditions 
favored summer harvests, the North China Plain needs additional rain 
to support normal germination and establishment of winter wheat. In 
Manchuria, scattered, mostly light showers (2-20 mm) caused minor 
delays in the summer grain and oilseed harvest. Temperatures 
averaged 2 to 4 degrees C above normal, but a killing freeze extended 
as far south as the Korean Peninsula, ending the growing season. Dry 
weather favored rice harvesting in North and South Korea as heavy 
rains (50-100 mm or more) continued to plague the main rice areas of 
southern and central Japan. 
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Scattered showers (5-25 mm or more) returned to primary crop areas 
of New South Wales. The rain hampered seasonal fieldwork that 
included winter grain harvesting and summer crop planting. To the 
south, the mostly light rainfall was generally favorable for immature 
wheat and barley in Victoria and southeastern South Australia. In 
Queensland, continued dryness further improved conditions for winter 
grain harvests, as well as cotton and sorghum planting. However, by 
week’s end, rain had returned to the northern summer crop areas. 
Temperatures averaged 1 to 2 degrees C below normal throughout the 
east, reducing crop growth and evapotranspiration rates. Mostly cool, 
dry weather slowed crop development in Western Australia as well. 
In New Zealand, pockets of heavy showers (SO mm or more) covered 
southern sections of North Island and much of the western and 
southern South Island. Rainfall in most other crop areas was relatively 
light (25 mm or less). 
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Dry weather dominated the region for much of the week, allowing 
summer crop planting and winter grain harvesting to advance. The 
dryness in the eastern corn belt was especially welcomed following 
weeks of unseasonable wetness. Typically, most of the corn crop is 
planted by the end of December. Early-planted crops are not as 
susceptible to summer heat stress or damage from an early autumn 
freeze. Elsewhere, mostly dry conditions favored fieldwork in the 
coastal sugarcane areas of Kwazulu-Natal. In Western Cape, widely 
scattered showers caused only minor disruptions in the activities 
involving the wheat harvest. 
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Drier weather brought some relief to farmers in southern Brazil. The 
much-needed break in the pattern of unrelenting rainfall was favorable 
for maturing wheat, and allowed summer planting to briefly resume. 
However, locally heavy showers (25-50 mm) moved into Rio Grande 
do Sul at week’s end. Wheat harvesting in Rio Grande do Sul was 
reportedly 29 percent completed, compared with 90 percent completion 
in Parana. In central Argentina, beneficial rain (10-40 mm) aided 
immature wheat in Buenos Aires and southern Santa Fe. Showers 
were mostly scattered and light from Cordoba and La Pampa westward. 
Sunflowers are reportedly 21 percent sown, versus 15 percent last year. 
Corn planting was experiencing delays attributed to unfavorable 
dryness, with 32 percent planted versus 40 percent last year. 





The Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin (ISSN 0043-1974) is published weekly 
and jointly prepared by the U.S. Department of Commerce, National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA). Publication began in 1872 as the Weekly Weather 
Chronicle. |t is issued under general authority of the Act of January 12, 1895 
(44-USC 213), 53rd Congress, 3rd Session. NOAA is responsible for 
managing, printing, and distributing the bulletin. The contents may be 
reprinted freely, with proper credit. 


Annual subscriptions: domestic first class $45, foreign $55 (in U.S. funds by 
international money order or check drawn on U.S. bank) payable to U.S. 

of Commerce, NOAA. POSTMASTER: Send address changes 
to: Climate Prediction Center, W/NP52, Attn: Weekly Weather and 
Crop Bulletin, Room 605, WWBG, 5200 Auth Road, Camp Springs, MD 
20746-4304. Order subscriptions from the office and address listed above. 
First-class postage paid at Washington, DC, and other mailing offices. 
Correspondence to the meteorologists should be directed to: Weekly 
Weather and Crop Bulletin, NOAA/USDA, Joint Agricultural Weather 
Facility, USDA South Building, Room 5844, Washington, DC 20250. 
Internet URL: http:/Awww.usda.gov/oce/waob/jawf, E-mail address: 
wweb@jawisrv.wwb.noaa.gov 





U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
National Weather Service/Climate Prediction Center 
Managing Editor David Miskus 
Meteorologists ........... ...Jeff Savadel and Brian Morris 
i (202) 720-7917 
John Kopman (301) 763-8227, ext. 7534 
fax: (301) 763-8125 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Economic Research Service 
E.R.S. Editor 
National Agricultural Statistics Service 
Agricultural Statistician Mark E. Miller (202) 720-7621 
State Summaries Editor Klara Greene (202) 720-8033 
World Agricultural Outlook Board 
Intemational Editor 





Additional Precipitation Needed to Bring Index Near Zero 
(Long Term Palmer) 


24 OCT 1998 


OF SEASON 





Ae A Bs Fat Si dos It 
, V -_ —e—o 

~~ 25] 51 21 3 
fu] a2) GM 


(index Values are in Tenths. Example 3723.7) 
4 g--\ UPDATED BIWEEKLY 


£139 { O- 


Ojo > 











Climate Prediction Center, W/NP52 WEEKLY NEWS BULLETIN FIRST CLASS MAIL 


Attn: Weekly Weather & Crop Bulletin 


NOAA/NWS/NCEP FIRST CLASS POSTAGE & FEES PAID 


4700 Silver Hill Road 
Stop 9910 


Washington, DC 20233-9910 UMI 


NOAA 
PERMIT NO. G-19 











Periodicals check In 


OFFICIAL BUSINESS 
PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE, $300 


P.O.Box 1346 
Ann Arbor MI 48106-1346 











